








•1944 NBC presents first U.S. network newscast

•1948 Milton Berle's Texaco Star Theatre catures

92% of viewing audience

h ^1949 Canned laughter, a.k.a. laugh tracks,

debuts, making so-so jokes seem funnier

1900

Super Stock

Leave It To

The Family
Jay. Tell Her What
She's Just Won!

lAP/Wlde World

He was the all-American boy. Theodore

"Beaver" Cleaver, freckled, curious and

a handful, loved getting dirty and hated

girls, unlike big brother Wolly. Leave It

To Beaver, which summed up the '50s

suburban family, also included vacuum-

ing-in-heels-and-pearls mom, June and

understanding dad. Ward. Father

Knov/s Best, Ozzie and Harriet and The

Donna Reed Show also vied for the title

of "most likely to solve everything with

milk and cookies."

Scheme Me Up, Scotty

Klingons and Vulcans and Tribbles, oh

my! Battling 23rd century aliens by the

score, Mr. Spock, Captain Kirk and the

rest of the Enterprising crew of Star Trek

boldly went where no science fiction

series had gone before: becoming immor-

talized in movies, spin-offs, Trekkie con-

ventions and collector plates. Other '60s

close encounters with space, time and the

supernatural included The Twilight Zone,

Lost In Space and My Favorite Martian.

You bet your life it was big money: The $64,000
Question paid off for the networks as it and other

'50s quiz shows lured viewers with cash and

swell prizes for smart contestants. When it was
revealed some shows were rigged, the fun and

games were in jeopardy. Among all-time winning

shows: What's My Line?, The Price Is Right, Let's

Make A Deal and Wheel of Fortune.

Growing Up
Street-wise

Une Giant Leap

^^HtP''
, '-,-V:-gF^^g; On July 20, 1969 millions worldwide sat

>^- 9'"6cl to their TVs as the Eagle landed on

•^Sr^v.:^ Www^ ^. K ".^ the moon and Apollo I3's Neil
' -' - ^ Armstrong took one giant leap onto the^ lunar surface. Americans witnessed the

lift-off and return of other manned space

r flights on TV, including the horrific 1986

i'**^^>.^^|^ Challenger space shuttle disaster.

Learning the alphabet was yummier with

Cookie Monster and naming numbers was
not so scary with The Count. Big Bird and his

Sesame Street Muppet friends, Oscar,

Grover, Kermit The Frog as well as Bert and

Ernie, have captivated children since 1967
with letter-perfect skits and songs. Howdy
Doody, Captain Kangaroo, Mr. Rogers'

Neighborhood and Barney also packed lots

of kid power. Is it time for Teletubbies^

Folks said the darndest things on TV. Can you name the shows

from which these famous lines came? (Answers on last page)

"Hey, little buddy" • "You rang?" • "Here come de judge" • "Say the secret word and win $100"
• "This tape will self-destruct in five seconds" • "Honey, I'm home" • "Shut up, meathead"

"Sorry about that. Chief" • "Won't you be my neighbor?" • "To the Moon, Alice" • "Cowabunga,
Live long and prosper" • "Hello, Newman" • "You're traveling through another dimension"



•1989 Turn-On is first show to air only once

•1972 The Fonz soys "Ayyyy!" on Happy Days

•1980 Oil-slick bad boy J.R. Ewing is shot Do//os-style

•1984 To introduce Macintosh computers, Apple runs its

"
/ 984" commercial only once-during the Super Bowl
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From The Network That

Brought You Insane Pets II

"Be the first on the block to own a set!"

Would folks go as bonkers over television in

the late 1940s as they had over radio in the

'30s? As sure as Gunsmoke and The Colgate

Comedy Hour, they did. Day and night, TV

entertained, reported news, televised sports

and created bright stars. Variety hosts such as

Ed Sullivan shared the television waves with

westerns, talent shows and sitcoms, including

The Honeymooners.

The Beverly Hillbillies struck a ratings

gusher in the '60s, and Gilligan's Island,

Laugh-In and Gomer Pyle just kept the jokes

conning. Batman zapped, Mission Impossible

infiltrated and Bewitched

twitched to greatness. It was
Walter Cronkite for news

and Johnny Carson for

late-night talk.

Those '70s shows such as Jhe Brady

Bunch, M*A*S*H, Fantasy Island and

All In The Family appealed to young

and old viewers. Real People nnade life

entertaining, while 60 Minutes took a

harder look at the news. Roots popular-

ized the nnini-series. Cheers and Cosby
caused '80s laughs and soap operas

including General Hospital cleaned up.

In the '90s, tabloid TV delved

deeply, The Simpsons kept batting

Homers, cable TV became a turn-on, and
ER and Seinfeld were must-see. What in

Oprah's name is next?



National

•1513 Ponce de Leon begins exploring Florida

•1620 Pilgrims land at Plymouth Rock

•1773 Boston Tea Party staged to protest British taxes

•1866 "In God We Trust" added to U.S. currency

III

Fate of the Union
From the wilderness came a nation

ready to fight for freedom and survive

all odds. Native Americans had lived in

the continent long before European

explorers and colonists arrived in the 1 6th

century. Thirteen British colonies formed,

and the Revolutionary War erupted when
England tightened control, and Paul

Revere warned of the oncoming British

invasion. Independence and the United

States of America were both declared

in 1776.

The new nation weathered heat from

France and Mexico, but acquired new
territory such as the Louisiana Purchase.

After gold in California was discovered

in 1 849, America heard the roar of the

Civil War, Reconstruction and Native

American warriors such as Geronimo.

Industry growth fueled prosperity until

World War I and the beginning of the

Great Depression. Two heroines, Rosie

the Riveter and First Lady Eleanor

Roosevelt, emerged during World War
II. Peace efforts chilled as the Cold War,

Korean War and McCarthyism isolated

the U.S. from Communist nations.

Life prospered in the suburbs and
man rocketed into space, while civil

rights struggles ignited. President John

F. Kennedy was struck down, as were

countless soldiers in Vietnam. Then

President Richard Nixon struck out

after the Watergate political scandal.

The Gulf War, pollution and tragedies

such as the Oklahoma City bombing

hit hard in recent decades. Yet

Americans still rally around

the Stars and Stripes.

Betsy Ross was a well-known Philadelphia

seamstress. In 1 776, the young widow

was approached by George

Washington's Continental Congress

committee to sew the first official U.S

flag per their 13 stars/13 stripes

design. With the speed of Paul

Revere, she finished it off as a

July 4th accompaniment

to The Declaration of

Independence, which

laid the foundation

for the United

States of

America.



•1916 Income tax implemented

•1964 The Tonkin Gulf resolution authorizes U.S.

troops to take military action in Vietnam

•1994 O.J. Simpson trial begins

Deal-ing with

Depression
Super Slock

1600 1700 1800
A Divided Nation

President Abraham Lincoln called it "A House

Divided." The United States was unofficially

split between the North (the Union), which

sought to abolish slavery and modernize

America, and the South (the Confederacy),

which favored preserving slavery and an

agrarian lifestyle. From 1861 to 1865, the

bloody Civil War raged until General Robert

E. Lee's Confederate army surrendered to

General Ulysses S. Grant's Union force.

Slavery was abolished and the United States

became one nation again.

"I Have a Dream that my children will

one day live in a nation where they

will not be judged by the color of their

skin, but by the content of their charac-

ter," said Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to

Washington, D.C., protesters in 1963.

His non-violent approach helped

advance civil rights for all races. Other

warriors for racial equality include

anti-segregationist Rosa Parks, and

Jesse Jackson, who pushed for

African-American economic power.

What Dream
May Come

Super Slock The Uoice That Launched

The Vote For Women

The 1 920s roared with prosperity

until October 29, 1 929, Black

Tuesday, when the New York

Stock Exchange crashed and

millions of shares of stock were

suddenly dumped, plunging many
into poverty. Franklin D. Roosevelt

defeated President Herbert

Hoover in the 1932 election.

Roosevelt worked to end the

Great Depression with the New
Deal. Since then, America has sur-

vived inflation, recession, tax cuts,

and somehow, lunchroom food.

When it Was Grander

On The Verandah

It was a simpler time called

"The Good Old Days." The front

porch, or stoop, was the nightly

gathering place for several

generations of family and

friends. Evening breezes and

conversation filled the air while a

passing parade of buggies and

neighbors moved past. Maybe it

was the coming of television,

indoor air conditioning or the

faster pace of suburban

communities that caused the

front porch to disappear.

In 1 869, Susan B. Anthony helped found

the National Women's Suffrage

Association to seek equal rights for

women. Her efforts led to passage of the

1 9th Amendment in 1 920, giving women
the right to vote. Other women's rights

leaders furthered the cause, including

Gloria Steinem and Betty Friedan. Role

models such as astronaut Sally Ride and

Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day

O'Connor opened still more doors.

She Carries a Torch for Freedom

5,000,000

4,000,000

3,000,000

2.000,000

1 .000,000

"Give me your tired, your poor,

your huddled masses yearning to be

free," beckons the Statue of Liberty.

A gift to the United States from

France in 1 884, she has welcomed

PI
millions of immigrants to American

n n shores with her towering presence

J J J in New York Harbor. Though they

hail from many nations, they now
call only one country home.



Communications

1 1 f

We're All Ears
Super Stock

Revenge Of The

CyberNerds

Going geek is a good thing if your

name is Bill Gates. Computers

revolutionized the speed and accura-

cy of information processing, ever

since a punch card machine tabulat-

ed the 1890 census. In the 1970s, a

computer's entire workings fit on a

chip. Things got PC when
Microsoft created software programs,

making Gates a "bill"-ionaire. The

Internet logged on in the '90s with

waves of Web sites, interactive

games, chat rooms and all-important

e-mail. Pretty incredible.com, eh?

In Depression-era America, radio

was not only a necessity but a

reassuring source of comfort. Turning

the dial brought cheery hit songs,

soap operas, comedies, news of the

world and President Franklin

D. Roosevelt's encouraging fireside

chats to the nation. Though the

nation later became obsessed with

television, radio kept up its cool

beat with rock music, talk radio,

rap and other listening pleasures.

In the late 1 800s, some newspapers took

Freedom of the Press too far. To gain new
readership, some of America's leading

newspapers began sensationalizing

accounts of Spanish oppression in Cuba to

provoke America's entry into the Spanish-

American War. After this outbreak of

"yellow journalism," news media took great

measures to heighten credibility, though

tabloid-style reporting still exists. On the flip

side, investigative reporting gained popular-

ity in the 1970s by exposing government

corruption, such as Watergate, as well as

improper business practices.

Storming The NetworH

Any big cheese or fl^oby^aick
knows that every generatiorfnas

its own speak. Match fHe^sldng

thang V 'i' - ' meaning,

Wired

Smokey

Grub

Lousy

s the bunk

Boob Tube

Kick It

Reet

Home skillet

Television ('30s)

Food (1600s)

Relax ('90s)

Top dog ('90s;

Disbelief ('20s)

Bad (1700s]

Excited ('90s)

State trooper ('70s)

Excellent ('30s)

No sooner had the Persian Gulf War
erupted in 1991 than Ted Turner's Cable

News Network, CNN, covered it non-

stop. Broadcasts had never been so

immediate. The Big Three networks were

also shocked by the popularity of such

other cable offerings as HBO, ESPN and

A&E as well as satellite dishes and pay-

per-view. Television viewers, however,

loved all the remote possibilities.



•1160 Chinese sew pages to make stitched books

•1300 Chinese invent abacus and count their blessings

•1455 Gutenberg publishes Bible with his newly

invented press

•1888 Hand-held camera patent issued

.iTnwriiii

•I960 Xerox corporation patents

revolutionary copying process

•1974 The first People magazine is published

•1985 Cellular phones first invade cars

Ring Ma Bell

"Mr. Watson, come here,"

said Alexander Graham Bell into the

telephone he developed in 1 876. It's

become one of today's most valuable

communication devices, linking people

throughout the world at lightning speed.

From the telephone's humble beginnings

have emerged high-speed fiber optic

networks, fax machines, cellular phones,

computer modems and videophones.

There's some connection here.

Get The Message
AlreadyP

People spoke, wrote letters and sent mes-

sengers before this millennium but communi-
cation was usually local and slow. Most
Middle Ages books were religious because
church leaders were among the few who
could read. Monks copied books by hand
and town criers were heard since they

announced news. Printed books of the

Renaissance allowed the masses to read the

Bible and other works. By the 1600s,

newspapers enabled inquiring minds to read

ship schedules. Benjamin Franklin helped

establish regular postal service in the 1 700s
and the Pony Express ran mail cross-

country in the 1 800s.

While steamships and locomo-

tives sped the spread of news, it

wasn't until Samuel Morse
invented the telegraph in

the 1840s that coded
messages were
transmitted rapidly.

Cameras, the type-

writer, telephone,

phonograph and
motion pictures put

communications on an

even faster track.

Advances came in short

and long waves when
Guglielmo Marconi invented

radio. Television was perfected,

and tape recorders came into

play. Since the 1960s, communica-
tion satellites relayed TV, radio and
other signals across the planet.

Computers and modems instantly

processed data, and the Internet linked

k the world. Broadcast journalists, such

m I as 20/20's Barbara Walters, fueled

the rise of information junkies. FiberM optics, VCRs, CD-ROMs and HDTV
not only furthered technology but gave
adults lots of expensive new toys.



Where were YouP
On the last day of the millennium I was_

On the first day of the millennium I was_

That was so

Last Century!
What to leave in the 20th century

CLOTHES

MUSIC

TELEVISION

ACTOR

ACTRESS

SLANG

DANCES

ELECTRONICS

GAMES

FOOD

Back in theLAST
MiUennium...
Places I went

This is so

This Century!
What to bring into the 21 st century

.n theNEW
Millennium
Places I want to go:

People I knew: People I want to meet:

Stuff I used to do for fun: Things that are fun now:

i used to think: Now I think:

Book/Cha-; nswers: A-3, B-6, C-8, D-1, E-5, F-2, G-9, H-4, 1-7

5 Ans'^ers: GHIigan's Island • The Addams Family • Laugh In • You Bet Your Life • Mission Impossible • I Love Lucy • All in the

Fioge^s' Neighborhood • The Honeymooners • The Simpsons • Star Trek • Seinfeld • The Twilight Zone
'

:\ 0 6, E-5, F-1, G-3, H-9, 1-4










