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ABSTRACT

Diane M, Brayer, Promofing Student Interest jp the Whole Langaase Reading

Prosram for Grades 4-6 in Somers Point, NJ, Including an Apnotated Biblosraphy.

1997, bBr. Lyone Levy, School and Peblic Librarianship.

A reading interest survey was conducted in an atiempt to cvaluate the whole
language reading program in the intermediate grades 4-6. The survey was disiributed to
seventeen 4-6 grade classes, and students were asked to record ibeir avorite books of the
past year. Novels that are a part of our whole language reading program overwhelmingly
tanked as stodent favorites, The survey resulted in the conchision that Hterature m our
reading propram interested students the most.

Based on this information, an annotated bibliography was created for cach novel
read as part of our whole languase program in Somers Point. Thematically-related
complementary hterature of read-alouds, picture books, nonfiction, and supplementary
novels of an easy a3 well ag a challanging level were inchided in esch list. This created 2
useful reference resnurce for classroom, gifted, and basic skills teachers as well as
ftbrarians I recammending books to students who find a particular interest i the

classroam reading novels.



MINI-ABSTRACY

Diame M. Drayer, Promoting Student Iaterest jip The Whole Lapauaae Reading

Prosram foy Grades 4-6 inp Somers Poipt, NJ. lnclwding an Annotated Bibliorraphy.

1997, Dr. Lyope Levy, Schiood and Pablic Eibrarianship.

A reading intercst survey was conducted m an attempt to evaluate the whole
language reading program in the imermediate prades 4-0, The survey resuited in the
canchizion that literature in our reading program interested students the most. An
annotated hibliography of thematically-related literature was created for each novel 1o be

used as a reference source.
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Chapter 1
Inireducing and Defining the Problem

Statement of the Problem

As ateacher of fifth grade in a suburban school district serving grades kindergarten
throuph eight, T am conscious of the reading material my students choose 10 read on their
owr Dwuring the past several years, T have noticed that students seem to read less and less
as they become more socially mvolved with clubs, sports and activiiies. I notice students
reading trendy popular fiction durng thelr sustained silent reading time, yet immensely
enjoying the novels we read in our whole language program. 1 found mysell wondering
which books were truly their favorites? I thought perhaps it was what we were reading in
class, but I couldn't be sure without further investigation.

I realize that the teacher's power of sugpgestion is very effective in promoting
guality Hiterature. As I have progressed through the praduate program in Schoal and
Public Librarianship, [ have become more aware of Hterature that T could persenally and
confidently recommend to stadents. The average teacher, not having received this type of
training, nor baving an interest in children's literature, may not be aware of new literature
45 it 13 published and may not be comfortable in recommending books 1o students,

I wanted to survey students in grades 4-6 to find out what their fivorite boaks
were, I they were books from our novel reading program, I could formulate an annatatéd

bibliography of related books that could be recommended by teachers to promote and
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enhance the classroom novels, as well as facilitate thematically the independent teading

habits of our students inside and outside the classroom.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to examine student interests in literature and support
the whole language curriculum. First, a comprehenstve review of the literature relating to
whole language and the characteristics of student interests in literature will be made.
Secondly, a description of the survey I conducted and the resulis will be shared. Finally, an
annotated bibliography of literature to supplement and extend reading selections will be
meluded to promote literature appreciation and integrate reading throughout the
curriculurn.

Hopefully this research will be used by other teachers and Hbrarians is the Somers
Point 8chool District. T think my research will help the librarians with suggestions in new
literature for them to add to our aging intermediate library collection. Onee teachers have
seen the resulis of the survey and what I have done in the production of the annotated
bibliography, they will use it and add to it, while being more confident in promoting

quality literature.

Meihods of Investigation
Current information on Lterature and student interest will be researched for the
literature survey, relying on periodicals and books.

In the survey I conducted in the Spring of 1996, students of grades 4-6 were asked
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0 pame their ten favorite books that they had read in the last year. The survey results will

be shared, and an annotated bibliography will be included based or the survey results.

Limitations of the Study

This study wili be limited to the reading interests of the intermediate grades 4-6
due to my familiarity with the intermediate student and the Lbrary iterature available to
support the very habit ibrarians and good teachers are trying to promote.

The student survey has limitations because it was given in school and students had
no prompts or boaks in front of them to help them remember their favorites. They were
asked to write the titles of their top ten favorite books, and the authors if they could
remember them. Certain answers may have been written because students felt it was
expected due to the school setting, or because the books were read and focused on so
much during classroom use.

Books chosen for the annotated bibliographies had a minimum of two reviews by
professional periodicals, and may or may not be award-wnning or best noted books.
Numerous resources were researched in forming the annotated biblegraphies. The overall
majority of titles are currently in print, however it is obvious that as time passes, some
books may not be available or may become outdated. Certainly the purpose in compiling
these bibliographies is to create a beginning, rather than an exhaustive end, for the
promotion of quality literature. It is my hope that librarians and teachers alike will add and

expand the listings [ have begun,
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Chapter 2
Literaturzs Saarch

In 1958, nearly 140% of all {cachers in the UTnited States tenght reading with a
skills driven hasal reading program; in 1980, 80-90% still did (Koeller, 1981), However,
today, i the late 19903, using trade beoks, novels or literature to teach reading in the
classroom has become 4 way of life for mast American teachers, Konneth Goodman,
-:n-diréc:tor ofthe Program in Language and Literacy ot the University of Arizona, has
long been an advocate of literature use. "Basal readers, workbooks, skills sequences, and
practice matetials that fragment the process are unacesptable to whole language teachers.
Their presentation of langnage phenomena, is unsclentific, and they steal teachers’ and
learners' time away from productive rending and writing. Many whole language teachers
don't uge basals at all, but build their programs around children's Kierature, often in
thematic tmits” (Goodman, [986, p.29), While literature groups do not focus specifieally
on reading skills, the use of novels significanthy raises reading ability (Tunnel and Jacobs,
198%). Using literatucg {u a helistic fashion not only increases student achicvement, but
more importantly increases and improves student imterest i reading (Eldredge and
Butterfeld, 1986).

This transformation hiaa oceurred none too soon. Tn Tlliterate Amerlea (1985),
Jenathan Kozol, quoting 1979 Fond Foundation figures, estimated that sixty million

Axnsricans were at least funetionally illiterate, and quoted UN statiscics to the effect thar
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the United States ranked as low as 49th in Literacy levels among 158 UN countries.
According to the 1994 National Assessment of Educational Progress report, the NAEP
Reading Report Card, reading scores have been in a serious decline. This has besn the
case in every area of the country, and across every demographic group (Leonhardt, 1996).

At pregenit, only 34% of high school seniors test at a level of proficiency or above
in reading. These figures are even worse for eighth grade. and by twelfth grade, a large
percentage of poor readers have dropped out (Leonhardt, 1996).

The latest National Assessment of Educational Progress (Leonhardt, 1996) shows
a marked decline in mferential comprehension among secondary-level readers, and a
stgrificant decline in the degree to which students value and enjoy reading by the time they
reach high school.

Educators consider this a crisis, while at the same time schelars note that the level
of literacy required to function in American society is steadily incréasing (Atwell, 1987),
Latry Mikulecky, a researcher at Indiana University, observed that "Up through World
War I newspapers were written at about the sixth grade level. Now wire service articles
come out on the cleventh grade level, and even sports pages are around the ninth or tenth"
(Fiske, 1983, .87}

As children prow older, thelr parents stop reading aloud to them and their interest
in reading wanes, as does their enjoyment of it. The second AFT-Chrysler Report on
"Kids, Parenting and Reading” was based on 2 nationwide survey of voung people aged
nine to seventeen (Chrysler Learning Conpection, 1994). To determine the level of ﬂ:ua]r '

interest in reading, youngsters were asked which of five activities would be the hardest to.
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give up for a week. Nine to eleven-year-olds put playing sports first, while reading came
in second. Fifteen seventeen-year-olds, convefsel}; put reading at the very end of their
hists. Their preferences included playing sports, talking on the phone, listening to musie,
and playing video games, Reading is usuzally a solitary activity, acd as children get older,
their Interest in being socially interactive is more important. For older students, social
activities dominate the list.

Enjoyment of reading, like interest in reading, tends to taper off as students age.
Seventy-one percent of the youngest children in the Chrysler study stated that they
enjoyed reading. Less than half (forty-four percent) of the oldest children expressed the
same enthusiasm for the printed word (Chrysler Leaming Connection, 1994). While
conducting the study, Dr. Hartwig did find some enconraging news among the
disheartening news above: most of the voung people in the survey stated that they did read
mainly for pleasure, One key to increasing young students’ reading, Dr. Hartwig
concluded, is to put students in touch with reading materials that sromise to provide them
with an enjoyable experience {Chrysler eamning Connection, 1994).

Several studies have focused on how children's interest in reading material
ifluences their comprehension of that material. Early studies show that elementary school
children better comprehend high-interest than low-interest material (Baker, Afflerback, et
al.,, 1996). Studies of fifth and sixth graders (Renninger, 1992) show that student interest
in materialy read enhanced comprehension, even if these materials were more difficult for
the children, in spite of some gender differences, It appears that the level of students'

interest in reading material clearly corresponds to their level of attention and motivation,
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the level in which they use effective learning strategies, and their level of comprehension
{Baker, Affferbach, et al, 1996).

The idea of gender differences in student reading interests is not new, and in fact is
substantiated by ruany studies. One such study, assessing preschool children's
preferences, conducted i 1979 by Jerri J.XKropp and Charles F. Halverson at the
University of Georgia (as cited in Langerman, 1990, p.133), found that "Girls preferred
the story with a female character and a feminine activity’ and leas: preferred the story with
a male character and a masculine activity. For the boys, the reverss was true." Mary
Watsor, in her May of 1985 study (as cited in Langerman, 1990, p.133),roted that this
preference seetns to extend into the middle years of childhood as well, although there were
more similarities among reading selections than before, such as students tend to read less
nonfiction as they grew older, and boys were reading more family stories and historical
fiction than before, yet still not more than girls.

In a study by Joan T. Feeley in 1982 (as cited in Laogerman, 1990, p. 133),
societal changes were noted to have influenced reading interest. She surveved fourth and
Efth graders in the same school district at the beginning and the end of the 1970s. Fecley
observed that in both studies the subject of sports headed the boys' list, and the middie
position was held by nonfiction informational material. Books regarding people with
everyday problems and the arts came in last on the ist. Girls' interests changed most
dramatically. The "sports” subject area moved up to the middle position from last place,
reversing positions with social studies and science, which fell to the last position. Feeley .

attributed this to the women's liberation movement of the 1970s, when giris became more
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active sports participants.

The comunon ingredient for interest in all books is action, and it is in the
preferential rype of action where divergent interests lie. Students seem to have a
perrmanent interest for one of two main types of action (Leonhart, 1996). Solving personal
problerns and Ieatoing about life can be classified thematically as interpersonal action.
Ar:tion involving fighting sorneone or something outside one's friends' and family's
immediate bond, such as monsters, wars and killers, provide a good versus evil action
theme. So much of recent nenficiion literature combines both types of interests, whare
global concerns are mixed in with interpersonal issues of growth and problen+solving,
Books combining interpersonal relationship action with adventure and action are Joved by
almost all readers (Leonhardt, 1996). Novels that involve the reader ir a realistic sitation
with problems that ¢ould bave happened to them, and bc-c.rks whose author's style creates
an exciting, fhst-paced story that sweeps them up in the action, appezl to readers most
often (Leonhardt, 1996).

Dr. Howard Gardner, the author of Multiple Inte]]igence; {Basic Books, 1993)
desires parents and teachers to help children grow beyond the basics of reading, writing
and arithmetic. "A very imporrant kind of intelligence is understarding other people"
{Chrysler Leamning Connection, 1994, p.Al). Reading books about interpersonal
relationships and problem solving involve the reader through psychological thought
processes of the author or the main character, lending a point of view that might otherwise
not be considered. This in turn allows students to develop a wore empathctic attitude
socially.
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More good news for overall student development is that in regard to school
reading, everything from student's early fantasy, espionage, and science-fiction has piven
action/adventure readers an understanding and interest in political science and history.
They have developed an understanding of power, manipulation, asd an interest in
monarchics. Even more important js the developing capacity and appreciation for detail
that becomes necessary for any serious historical study (Leonhardt, 1996).

According to Mary Leonhbardt, a teacher-turned-author whose specialty is reading,
"Special interest books are often the earliest, easiest hook to get kids reading, and it is an
incredibly effective way to build a love and a babit of reading” (Leoghardt, 1996, p.130).
Leonhardt is a strong advocate of books that hook. "If we can find books that seem to
capture and Hummate the individual experiences of our chﬂdren, they will be pulled
forever into reading as a way of understanding their world” (1996, p.124). Finding books
that paralle] cultural backgrounds, appeal to fantasy wishes, or appeal to special interests
are ways to sink in hooks. Books that fall into categories such as sports, fantasy, magic,
science fiction, psycho-killer, horror, war, romance rysteries, animals, and local settings
are just a few of the many things that could hook a reader. If the book is written with a
comic tone, so much the better. Comedy is really a universal hook, probably because
funny stories are usually happy stories, or perhaps hecanse poor readers might first need a-
book that makes them laugh to help them see that the dreaded chore of reading can
actually be a happy and fulfilling experience (Leconbardt, 1996).

Using this kmowledge to our advantage, and ultimately the advantage of our

students, makes complete sense, There are many resources available to media specialists
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and teachers that group fiction and nonfiction books together by genre, themes, age levels,
reading interests, and even "hooks." Literature ¢an be incorporated across the curriculum
into all classroom activities. Every attempt to interrelate reading, writing, speaking and
listening while at the same time integrating units or curriculurm content areas will enhance
learning (Fogarty, 1992). Student's resistant attitudes toward reading can be alleviated if
teachers use resources to complement and supplement the textbook or reading novel. Not
only will the text or novel be viewed in a less threatening way, it may also give the student
a choice in what to read that may prove to be more interesting and relevant, and thus

bridge the gap between what we choose to teach and what students desire to learn.

Page 10



Chapter 3
Descriptior of School

The Jordan Road School is the larpest and newest of the three elementary schoals
m Somers Point, New Jersev, having been built in 1967. Since then, it has had two
additions to upgrade existing facilities and to accommodate growth. It houses students
from kindergarten through grade 8, whereas the other two schoals facilitate grades
kindergarten through 6. Mainland Regional High Schoal in Linwood aceepts students |
from the sending districts of Somers Point, Linwood and Northfield to accommodate
grades 9 throuph 12.

Somers Point is a mainland community at the southern end of Atiantic County. Tt is
bordered by a bay area of the Atlantic Ocean, opposite the island of Ocean City. The
Great Egg Harbor forms the southwestern border. The population of the city of Somers
Point serves the tourism, ¢asino, and service industries, as well as local businesses that
form the economic base. To obtain an idea of what type of studert we serve, a look at the
school setting is needed.

The family structure of our students is diverse. It ranges from single parent
hauseholds living transiently in motels to two parent family households In large sprawling
homes overlooking ﬁ:Le bay and the Ocean City skyline. These home situations contain the
usual gamut of student iﬁteﬂecmal ability: those who come to school to be fod and
"escape” from home life, and those who come fed and challenged to nourish their

quisitive minds. Consequently, there is an educational support staff i the way of special
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education and basic skills personnel, as well as a program for "gified and talented”
students who excel over and above the bright learner.

The overall student population in the three schools that comprise our district is
approximately 1,200 students. The student group from. the districis's intermediate grades
of 4-6 encompassed by this study is approximately 450,

These students a1l have access to school libtaries. The two smaller schools have
Libraries that service the needs of all grades from K-6. Jordan Road School has had two
libraries since 1991, when the most recent expansion included a primary Fbrary serving
grades K-3. The intermediate library now serves grades 4-8.

Unfortunately, since the new addition on the building, most of the funding has
gone to the purchase of technology. All libraries have benefited from this, with pods of
three computers and at least one modem to facilitate Internet access in each of the four
libraries. It is fortunate that funds have been designated for this, but the print collection
has suffered greatly with kittle or no updating. During my practicurn in the spring of 1996,
1 conducted a selective random sampling of the books in the collection serving grades 4-§
and found the average age to be 27.5 years.

If one of the purposes of the Hbrary is to support and supplement our whole
language movernent and our novel reading program in particular, we need to find fimds ta
update our collection. Some of the books in the annotated bibliography which follows are
books that are already part of our collection. The majority of books recommended should
te considered for purchase to help update the collection and support the whole language

reading program used by the district.
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Chapter 4
Methodology

Inn the spring of 1996 I began my practicum for my library/media degree in the
Intermediate Library of Jordan Road School. As I shelved books and checked books for
our students, I couldn't help but notice the popularity of the Goosebump and Babysitter
books for aot oply my own fifth grade class, but alse many others In grades 4-6.

In 1991 teachers and administrators alike had decided that it was best, in light of
changing educational philesophies, t0 make a break from the basal reading program all
together, in favor of teaching reading through novels selected to ilhustrate Important
themes. Having served on the district novel selection committee for the advent of reading
via the whole language approach in 1992, I was curious as to how these books fared when
compared to Googeburnps and Babysitters Club books ffom the perspective of the
students. ND‘IescarCh ot follyw-up bad been done to evaluate our novel program thus far,
so 1 began to contemplate how this should be done. After consulting the three
library/media specizlists and several teachers within grades 4-6, I concluded that the best
people to evaluate the progress of our novel program were the students themselves.
Student interest would be the best way to evalnate the suceess of our novel reading
program, as I saw i,

Many parents had brought it to my attention at conference time that the majority of
literarre their children read and collected at home were Gooseburmps, Babysitters, and

Sweet Valley High books. They, as well as I, were very concerned. How do we get
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students to delve info more meaty, substantial books? I know from whoele language
training that there are many ways to do this. Some begin in the home, but many ways
could be addressed in school. Teachers need to set examples by what they personally read,
and they need to share that wirth their students, as well as allowing students to observe
them reading. Students need to be read to, even at the ages of 9-12, to intyoduce mora
comuplicated plots, characterization, and vocabulary, Students also need guidance to find
books that mterest them that are related to the novels read collectively in class, This
guidance should be done by the classroom teachers as well as the librarv/media specialists,
[ theorized that if the classroom novels were the students' favoriies, a resource
packet or annotated bibliography needed to be made for each classroom teacher that
would mclude suggestions for read aloud books, other ¢I§smoom novels related to one or
more themes covered in the classroom novel, and perhaps even more advanced books for
the teachers to read themselves and share with the stedents. If the student favorites were
the papular series books, I could develop a listing of other series books that contained
mereasingly difficult plats along the same lines as the series’ theres, to encowrage gmwﬂ:a

toward more challenging material.

The Sorvey

A "Favorite Books Questionnaire" was formulated, copied, and distribited to all -
seventeen 4-6 classrooms, with a cover letter for the teacher explaining hoﬁ the survey -
would be conducted and when it was due back to me. This questionnaire (sée appendix)

was very hasic, and asked students to recall their five favorite books that they had read
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wirthin the past twelve months. They could write the anthor if they knew it, but # was not

necessary,

Survey Results and Subsequent Project

Ounce the resulis were i, | tabulated each student's list by prade level to produce a
"top ten” list of books for each grade that was posted in all schoal libraries for evervons 1o
see. The overall favorites, surprisingly enough, were the classroom novels. They
aceounted for the top six in the fourth grade survey, the top seven in the fifth grade
survey, and six were among the top seven in the sixth grade list. This was very rawardiﬁg,
‘The Goosebumps beoks were big favorites, but hadn't proven to outshine the novels we
were using in the classroom.

The teachers of grades 4-6 were very happy with the results of the survey. 1t was
the first collective evatuation of our novel program, and it indicated to us that what we
were dolng in the classroom was as rewarding to the students as it was to us.

The students were very pleased with the results, too. They discussed the survey
with their teachers, their library/media specialists, and each other. They were also
iypressed with the results at the other grade levels. Students looking forward to going
into grades 4-6 became curious to discover if they would agree with their peers' inferests
once they were in their grade. Students that had passed through one or more of grades 4-6
discussed whether they agreed or disagreed with the survey results. The survey stirred up
a fot of positive discussion and comparison of literature that I had not asticipated, among

students, faculty and administrators alilke.
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Enthused by these resulis, I researched reliable sources for suggestions and
developed an annotated bibliography for sach novel on the district's reading list to enrich
classroom and independent reading. I have tried not {o repeat any one literature source on
two lists, even though some books could be included on more than one lst based on
content and theme. Literature from various grade levels is included ic each lsting to
facilitate use by "gifted" as well as basic skills students in capturicg some of the essence of
the feature novel. Picture books are also recommended in some lists for an easy
read-aloud to introduce or supplement the novel. Read-alouds on a more advanced level
have been included m many of the lists to pigue interest, introducs mere difficult
vocabulary, and carry the theme to a higher level.

Many resources were used to compile the amotaﬁons. The Fourth Edition of Best
Books for Children Iists books by categories. This resource was only moderately belpfil
becanse many books listed in it are no longer in print. Jim Trelease's Read Aloud
Handbook was also a helpful resource, especially in locating time-tested and time-honored
classics. Teachers and library/media specials were even consulted for books that they
uttlized. Students have even suggested books for me to nclude that are related to books
on the list in one way or another,

The most helpful resource of all was the Fall/Winter 19I96 "Titlewave" CD-ROM
produced by Follett Library Resources. It is actually the jobber's catalog, but Iierature can
be easily located by subject, author or title. Literature grouped by theme can be narrowed
down in field by the number of reviews, reading Evel, mierest level, publishers, and date

of publication, among others. Amnotations are given for each entry, awards are noted,
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periodical reviews are listed, and if a book cammot be located, it is most likely out of print.

The listing that follows includes all the novels currently ussd in Somers Point's
reading program for grades 4-6. The following annotated bibliography is organized by
grade level, with each grade level novel listing as its preface. Some of the suggested
literature is contained in one or more of the school libraries, and may or may not be in
some of the limited elassroom collections, The majority of books will be suggested for
new purchase to the library/media specialists to update the collection and better faciitate
the enrichment and enjoyment of reading,

This is by no means an exhaustive listing. It is intended as 2 steppmg stone to
invite 1eachers and library/media specialists alike to implement, augment and contribute to

with additional resources.
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Somers Point Whole Language Novel Listing « (yrades 4-6

Fourth Grade:

Be a Perfect Person

The Cricket in Times Square
Dear Mr. Henshaw

Harriet the Spy

The Hundred Dresses

Journey to America

Little House m the Big Woods
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrohe
Phantom Tollbooth

Pippi Longstocking

Sarah. Plain and Tall

Fifth Grade:

Ben and Ma

The Borrows

Bridge to Terebithia

From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler
In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson
Indian in the Cupboard

Island of the Blue Dolphinsg

Little House on the Prairie

Mrs. Frishy and the Ratg of NIMH

MNumber the Stars

Sounder

Sixth Grade:

Anne of Green Gables
Divorce Express

The Fndless Steppe

The Long Winter

Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry
Sign of the Beaver

The Upstairs Room

Where ihe Red Fern Grows
The Witch of Blackbird Pond
A Wrinkle in Time
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Somers Point Whole Language Nevel Listing

Fourth Grade

Be a Perfect Pergon in Tust Three Davs

The Cricket in Times Square

Dear Mr. Henshaw

Harriet the Spy
The Hundred Presses

Journey to America

Little House in the Big Waoods

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrebe

Phantom Tollbooth

Pippt Longstocking

Sarah. Plain and Tall
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Be a Perfeet Person in Three Ddavs
by Stephen Marks

dth Grade Novel

Book summary: Milo, tired of problems with his sister. parents and classmates, finds a
book m the library which promises to make him perfect i just three days.

Commplemeniary literature:

Blume, Judy. Freckle Juice. NY: Dell, 1986.
Sununary: A gullible second grader pays $0.30 for a recipe to grow freckles.

Corbett, Scott. The Temonade Trick. NY: Scholastic, 1988.
Summary: A brew from his magic chemistry set changes Kerby into a perfect
gentleman. Unfortunately, it has the apposite effect on good boys.

Gardiner, John Reynolds. Top Secret. NY: Bantam, 1987.
Summary: Allen is convinced he can solve the world's hunger problem, and
when no one believes him, he goes to the President of the United States.

Lowry, Lois. Anastasia Krupnick. Boston, MA: Honghton Miiflin, 1979,
Summary: A lively romp with an intelligent and articulate ten-year-old girl
Jeading the way. Three sequels are:

Anastasia Again!
Annstasia at Your Service

Anastasia. Ask Your Analyst

Merrill, Jean. The Toothpaste Millionaire, Boston, MA: Houghton Mifftm, 1972,
Summary: Kate tells the delightful story of her school friend, Rufus, who
challenges the entire business community by marketing a cheaper and befter
tocthpaste product. He makes over a million dollars.
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The Crickst in Times Square
by Gearge Seldon

4th Grade Novel

Book summary: This is the fanciful story of a cat and mouse living in Times Square.
They discover a very talented musical cricket, and help him improve business at the
newsstand run by Mario and his family. This is a story of friendship and personat

sacrifice.

Complementary Iiterature:

Brown, Margaret Wise. Sneakers: Seven Stories about a Cat. NY: Harper, 1979.
Summary: Sneakers, a cat, has several adventures in this old favorite.

Buchwald, Emdhie. Florame! and Esteban, WY Harper, 1970.
Surmary: The story of friendship between an egret and a cow.

Dahl, Roald. Fantastic Mr. Fox. NY: Puffin, 1983.
Summary: Three farmers, each one meaner than the next, irv all-out warfare
1o pet rid of the fox and his family.

Frickson, Russell E. Warton and Morton. NY: Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Co., 1976.
Summary: Two brother toads, off on a camping trip, are separated during a flash
flood. Before reuniting, they have much more adveniure than they bargained for.

Lawson, Robert. Rabbit Hill. NY: Penguin Books, 1978.
Sumnary: New follks are coming to live in the Bip Honse. The small creatures
of a Connecticat countryside, each with a distinet personality, wonder if they
will plant a garden and thus be good providers. A Newbery Award Book.
The seguel: The Tough Winter

Steig, William Abel's Island. NY: Farrar, Straus and Girous, 1985, .
Summary: Castzway on an uninhabited island, a very civilized monse named
Abel finds his resourcefulness and endurance tested. 1o the limit 25 he struggles
to return to his beloved wife and home,

‘White, E.B. Charlotte's Web. NY: Harper and Row, 1280.

Summary: The classic, whimsical barayard fable about a spider who saves
the life of Wilbur, the pig.
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White, E.B. The Trumpet of the Swan, NY: Harper, 1970.
Summary: Louis, a voiceless trumpeter swan, is befriended by Sam. He learns
to plav the trumpet, and finds fame, fortune, and fatherhood,
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Dear Mr. Henshaw
by Beverly Cleary

4th Grade Novel

Book summary: In his letters to his favorite author, ten-year-old Leigh reveals his
problems in coping with his parents’ divorce, being the new boy in school,
and generally finding his own place in the world. Also by the author: the
Ramona the Pest series.

Complementary literature:

Dahl, Roald. Danny. the Chamnion of the World. NY: Viking Pengunin, 1988.
Summary: This is the tender and exciting story of a motherless boy and his father
and their great adventure together. Teachers should explain the custom of
"poaching" in England before going too deeply into the story. This is a good
novel to compare the experiences of the main character with Leigh Botts, the
boy in Prear Mr. Henshaw.

Giff, Patricia Reilly. Rat Teeth. N'Y: Dell, 1983.
Surmmary: Fifth-grader Cliffie feels that nothing has been right in his life since
his parents got their divorce and his front teeth began growing out over his
lower bp.

Hurwitz, Johanna, DeDe Takes Charpe! NY; Beech Tree Books, 1992,
Sumnmary: A year after ber father has left home for pood, fifih-grader Dele
helps her mother cope with the realities of life after divorce.

Huorwitz, Joharma, Yellow Blue Jay. NY: Beech Tree Books, 1993,
Summary: A shy, city-boy named Jay finds that two weeks at a Vermont
cabin, shared with another family, is not as bad as he fearzd.

Jukes, Mavis. Gettine Fven. NY: Knopf, 1985%.
Summary: Finding herself the victim of an obnoxious classmate, ten-vear-old
Maggie recetves conflicting advice from ber crazy friend Iris and both of her
parents, who are still at war two years after their divorce.

Patoeaude, David, Dark, Starry Morning: Stories of this World snd Beyond. Morton
Grove, [L: Albert Whitman, 1995.
Summary: A collection of six stories in which young peorle learn to cope with:
problems such as death, divorce, and moving; sometimes with the help of super-
natural forces. . :
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Pryor, Bonnie. Rats. Spiders, & Love. NY: W. Momow, 1986.
Summary: Samantha. a middle child who envies certain qualities i ber older
brother and younger sister, discovers her mothar is plapning to remwery and
schemes to prevent it
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Harriet the Spv
bv Louise Fitzhugh

dth Grade Naovel

Rook sammary: Eleven-year-old ITarriet keeps notes on her classmates and neighbors in
& secret notebook, but when some of the shrdents read the notebook, they seek
revenpe.

Complementary lilerature:

Kudlinski, Kathleen V. Lone Star: A Storv of the Texas Rangers. WY; Viking, 1964,
Summary: Tn 1847, eleven-year-old Clay dreams of becoming a Texas Ranger 50
that he can exact revenge upon the Comanche Tndians who attacked his family,

Personal experience acquaints him with the bnital reality of Ranger activities.

Rockwell, Thomas. How to Fight a Girl. NY: Dell, 198§.
Summary: Joe and Alan's plan to get revenge on Billy baclkfives when their secret
weapon, the prettiest girl in their fifth orade clags, becomes Billy's best filend
instead.

Roons, Steven. Never Tingt a Sister Over Twelve. NY: Bantamn Doubleday Bell Books for
Young Readers, 1993,
Summary: Feeling rejected and ignored by ber twelve-year-old sister Ginger, Sukd
enlists her hest friends o the fourth prade Ior a prand scheme of revenge.

Scribmer, Virginia. Gopher Dimws Conclugions. NY" Viking, 1994,
Summary: When Kevin wins an art contest using a drawing that Gopher had given
him, Gopher musi make a difficuli choice between revenge and saving their
friendship.

Sharmat, Marjorie Weinman. Getting Something an Magple. WY ; Harper & Row, 1971,
Summary: After Thad embarrasses Maggie and she retalintes by embarrassing him
even more; he plois revenge.
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The Hundred Dresses
by Eleanor Estes

dth Grade Novel

Book summary: In winning a medal she is no longer there to receive, a tight-lipped hitle
Polish girl teaches her Americap classmates 4 lesson,

Comiplementary Hieraiare!

Buroes, Frances Hodgeson Sama Crewe. NY: Scholastic, 1981,
Summary: When she is orphaned, the star pupil of Miss Miochin's boarding
school in London becomes a penniless, fricndless, ward of the cruel Miss
Minchin. This is a good read-aloud to compare to The Husdred resses,

Dyars, Betsy C. The 18th Emergency. WY: Puffin Books, 1981.
Summary: When the toughest boy in school swears to kill him, twelve-year-old
Mouse finds little help from friends and must prepare {or this emergency alone.

DeClements, Barthe. Wothing's Fair in Filth Grade. NY Poflin Books, 1990,
Summary: Initially repelled by an overweight new siudent who has serious home
problems, the fifth grade class finally learns to accept her.

Holmes, Mary 7. For Bread. Austin, TX: Raintree Steck-Vaughn Publishing, Inc.,
1992,
Summary: In 1893 in Builalo, New York, thirteen-year-old Stefan helps ks
Iinancially troubled Polish American family survive hard times by making and

selling drawings.

Mazer, Norma Fox, Mrs. Figh, Ape and Me, the Diimp. NY: A*'mts,r, 1984 .
Summary: A friendless girl, teased mercilessly at school because her uncle manages
the town dump, finds a fiend in Mr Fish, the school custodian, and gradually life
becomes more bearable. A great read-aloud companion book to the feature title,

Milks, Lavren A. The Rae Coat, Bostan, MA: Little Brown, 1991.
Summary: Minna proudly wears har naw coat made of elothing scraps to school,
where the other children laugh at her until she tells themn the stories behind the -
scraps. :

Park, Barbara. The Kid in the Red Jacket. NY: Knopf, 1987, -
Summary: When ten-year-old Howard has to move with his {amily to a distant
state, be i1s forced to live on a street named Chester Pews, He adjusts 10 8 0ew
achool, and pats used to belng shadowed by the little girl in a neaby house.
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Slote, Alfred. My Robot Buddv, NY': Harper & Row, 1986, .
Summary: For bis tenth birthday, Jack wants 4 robot so he'll have someone
0 play with. A Harper Trophy Book.
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Journev to America
by Sonia Levitin

4tk Grade Navel

Bool summary: A Jewish famly flecing Nazi Germeany in 1938 endures amumerable
separations before they are once again united,

Complementary liicrature:

Ackerman, Karen. The Night Crossing, NY; Random House Publishing, 1094,
Summary: When Clara hearg her father's fearfill words, she kmows her life wilt
change forever. Tt's 1938 in Austria, and Jews are no longer safe. Clara and her
family must leave their homeland and travel to a new country, taking anly what
they can carry. Clara chooses two straw dolls that once helonged to her
grandmother. She never magines that these old dolls and her own mecredible
courage will bring her family to safety.

Adler, PBavid A. Child of ihe Warsaw Ghetto. NY: Holiday House Publishing, 1993,
Summary: The story of the Warsaw Ghetto is told through the eyes of Froim
Baum, who was born in Warsaw on April 15, 1936. He was sent ffom one death
camp to another before {inally being liberated at Dachau by American soldiers.

Adler, David A. Lfilde apd Thi: Children of the Holocausi. NY: Holiday House Publishing,
1904,
Sumnary: Hilde, who was born in Germany, and ELi; who was bori i
Czechosiovalda, both shave something b common. They were bath victims of the
Holocaust and they share their stories in this baolk.

Adler, David A. Ope Yellow Dajtodil - A Hapukkah Siorv. NY: Harcourt Brace
Publishing Company.
Surunary: Morris is invited 1o celebrate the Sabbath with Jonathan and Hana, It
has been a long time sinee e eelebrated Hanukdiah as a boy with bis family in -
Poland, & perlod of history be would Like to forget, Throngh Jonathan and Tlana's -
loving family, Movris is able to embrace the family tradition onee again.

Adler, David A. The Number on My Grandfather's Arm. WY : Union of American [ebrew
Congregations, 1987,
Sumumary: A littic girl gucstions a number printed o ber grandfather's arm. He
explaing how be receved the tatteo n 2 Nazy concentration camp during World
War 11, and be tells her the story behind it
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Beatty, Patricia. Lupita, Manana. WY: Beaech Trea Books, 1952,
Swummary: To help her poverty-siricken {anyly, thirteen-year-old Lupita enters
Calitornia 25 an illegal akien and starts to work while constznily on the waich for
"l migra.”

Cech, John My Grmapdmoiher's Journey, NY: Bradbury, 1991.
Summary: A grandmother tells the stary of her eventfid i@ in early twentieth-
century Europe and her arrival in the United States after World War IL

Drucker, Malkam and Halperin, Michael. Jacob's Rescue - A Holocawst Store. NY: Dell
Yearling Publishing Company, 1993, |
Summary: One afternoon, cight-year-old Jacob slipped theoogh 2 bolz In the phetto
wall to mezt Alex Raslan, The Roslan family, at the risk of their own lives, kept
Jacob's identiy as a Jew hidden.

FFreedman, Bussell. Tmmierant Kids, NY: Puffin Books, 1994,
Summary: The text and photopraphs chronlele the life of fnmigrant children
at home, school, work, and play during the late 18005 and early 19002,

Priedman, Tna R. Escape or Die: Time Stories of Young Peaple, NY: LB. Lippincott
Publishing, 1985.
Summary: These personal stories illustrate the increasing danger and the many
routes chosen by voung people in their efforts to escape from the Nazis. A shori
history of the Jews in each country is given befare each story. Although each of
the stories tells of a survivar, the horrors of the Holocaust are not minimized.
Friedman interviewad Gypsies, Jehovah Witnesses, and other religious figures, as
weil as the disabled and members of other victim groups.

Harvey, Brett. [mmierant (il Beckv of Eldrndeg Sireef. NY: Holiday House, 1987,
Swnrnary: Becky, whose family has emigrated fom Rossia to avoid being
persecuted as Jews, finds growing up in New York Cily in 1910 a vivid and
exciting experience.

Hest, Amyy. Love You, Soldier. NY: Puffin Books, 1993.
Summary: Katie, a young Jewish girl living in New York City during World War
o, sees many wnforsettable chanses in her world as she waits three years for ber
father to rehrn home from fishttop in the war,

Hoestlandt, Jo. Star of Fear. Star of Hone. N'Y: Walker Publishmg, 1995,
Summar}' Set during the German gecupation of Paris, a young pirl namad Helen is -
confused hy the diseppearance of her Jewish fiend. - :
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Huynh, (fuang Nhuong. The TLand T Lost: Adventures of a Boy in Vietnam, NY! Harper
& Row, 1983,
Summary: A collection of personal reminiscences, the author's vouth is revealed
a3 1t was Bved 0 a hamlet on the central highlands of Vietnam.

Jules, Jacqueline. The Grev Striped Shirt: How Grandma and Grandpa Survived the
Holocaust. T.og Angeles: Alef Design Group, 1993,

Summery; Franule discovers a patched and stained grey striped shirt made of
rough maretial in 2 box in her grandparents’ closet. This leads to the urraveling of
the story of their past, and the horrible facts of their imprisonment in Nazi
comcentratian caps are disclosed.

Kroll, Steven. Met ean and the St Patrick's Dav Parade. NY: Scholasiic, 1991.
Summary: In order to march with Mr, Fiomgan in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade,
Mary must find a perfect shamrock m Manhattan in the middle of wigtsy,

Euklin, Susan. How My Family Lives in America. WY : Bradbury Press, 1992
Swmnmary: Altican-American, Asian-American, and Hispanic-American children
describe their families’ cultural traditions.

Lasky, Rathryn, The Night Journey. NY: Puffin Baoks, 1986.
Surnmary: A rerrific read-aloud choice, this book tells the story of thirteen-year-
old Rachel, who dreads the brief daily visits with her great-prandmother, Nana
Sashie. Everythmg changes when she convinces her great-grandmother 1o share
the story ol her escape from Russia when she was just a girl.

Levitin, Sonia, Sitver Davs, NY: Aladdin Books, 1992,
Summary: In this sequel to Journev to Ameries, the reunited Plan fenily works
hard at settling in to America, int the spectre of the war i Furope cogtinnes to
affect their lives.

Mayerson, Evelyn Wilde. The Cat Who Escaped from Steerage. NY: Seribner, 1990,
Swnmary: Living i the steerage section of a steamship bound for America,
Chanah tries to keep her newly found cat a secret.

Rosenberg, Maxing B, Making a New Horne in America. NY: Lothrop, 1986,
Summary: The text and photopraphs n this book presest the stories of five
children who have come to the United States as immigrants or resident aliens
from Japan, Cuba, India, Guyana, and Vietnam.
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Little House in the Biz Waods
by Laura Ingalls Wilder

dth Grade Novel

Book swimngary: This autobiographical novel depicts a year in the life of Laura Ingalls and
her family when they lived in a Eitle log house in Wisconsin in 1372. They help
with the datdy chores, enjoy their father's stories and singing, and share special
oceasions when they get together with relatives or neighbors.

Complememiary Hterature:

Bupring, Bve, Dandebons. San Diego, CA: Harcourt Brace, 1995.
Summary; Zoe and ber famdly find strength I each other as they make 2 new
home in the Nehrasiea territory, A tender stogy of inexpressible emotions related o
the transplanting of a family. Bemntifully fustrated, this picturs hoolke shows the
hzppy sense of adventure that men felt, and the sadness and hardships the women
endured heading out west on a wagon pulled by axen.

Dalgliesh, Alice. The Courage of Sarah Noble. NY: Aladdin Books, 1991.
Summary: An eight-vear-old girl finds courage to go zlone with her fther
to build a new home in the Connecticut wilderness, and 1o stay with the Tndians
when her Iather goes back to bring the rest of the family. A Newbery Honor
Bool

Fritz, Jean, The Cabin Faced West, NY: Cowan McCann, 1958.
Smwmmary: Ten-year-old Ao Hamilton finds herself to be the onby eirl and
is lonesome, yet learns to appreciate her role in settling the wiiderness of
western Pennsylvania,

Giff, Patricia Reilly. Laurg Inealls Wilder. NY: Puffin, 1988.
sSummary: From the serics 4 Womarn of owr Time, this biography of the zuthor of
the "Little House" books meludes the vears of her marriage to Almonze Wilder.

Kinsey-Wamack, Natalie. Wilderness Cat. NY: Cohblehill Books/Dutron, 1992,
Summary: When Serena'’s family moves fifty miles to a wildernzss area lo
Canada, they think that they have left their cat Moses behind, but then they
receive a surprise visitor.
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Lasky, Kathryn. Searching for Laurn Tnealls: a Render's Jowrngv, NY; Macmillan,
1993,

Swnmary: A young girl's fascination with Laura Tngalts Wilder's "Litle Homse"
books leads her family on a trip to see some of the places featyred in the novels,

Love, 13, Anne. Bess's Log Cabin Quile, NY: Moliday House, 1995.
Suntnary: With her father away and her mother ill with fever, ten-year-old
Bess works bard on a log cabin quilt to save the fanily farm.

MacBEride, Roger Les. Litde House on Rogky Ridge. NY: Harper Coilins, 1993,
Summary: In 1894, Laura [ngalls Wikder, her bugband, and her seven-vear--

old daughter Rose leave the Inpalls family in Dakota and make the Jong and
difficult journey to Missowr to start a new life,

Van Leeuwen, Jean. Going West. NY: Tial Baols for Young Readers, 1991,

Summary: This picture book follows a family's envigration by preaitie schooner
from the East, across the plains to Kansas.

‘Welch, Catherine A. Clouds of Terror. Minneapolis, MN: Carokhoda Boolks, 1994,
Summary: Living on a farm in southwestern Minnesota in the 1970's, a brother
and sister iry to help their family cope with mvading prasshoppars that threaren
0 destroy their crops.

Whelan, Gloria. Night of the Full Moop NY': Knopf 1993,
Summary: When she sneaks away to visit her friend, a young girl Iving on the
Michigan frontier i3 canglr up in the forced evacuation of a group of Potawatoms
Indians from thefr tribal lands o the 1840s.

Wilder. Laura Ingalls. The Long Winter. NY: Harper & Row, 1981,
Summary: The Ingalls family moves their store in town ducing the texrible winter
o 1880, when food is scarce and they face starvation.
Other books in the Little House Series ara:
Little House on the Prairie
Farmer Bay
Un the Banks of Plum Creck
By the Shores of Silver Lake
Little Town on the Praire

These Happy Golden Years
The First Four Years

Wilder, Lavea Ingalls. Winter Davs in the Bie Woods. NY: Iarper Collins, 19%4.
Summary: A Jiftle plonser girl and her family spend the winter in their log cabin
in the Big Woaods of Wisconsin (adapted from the Little House books).
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The Ljou, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
by C.8, Lewis
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4th Grade Wovel

s

Book summary: Four English school children find their way through the back of a
wardrobe closet into the magie land of Narnia. They assist Aslan, the golden
lion, to triumph over the White Witch, who has eursed the land with clernal
winter.

Complementary literature:

Baoks, Lynne Reid. The Fairy Rebel. NY: Avon. 1989,
Summary: A rebellious fairy named Tiki, already In trouble for brealking the
mlg agamst wearing jeans, risks the further wrath of the Fairy (ueen by
trying to fulfill a hueman's special request for help.

Baum, Roger 5. Dorothy of Oz, NY: Books of Wonder, 1989.
summary: Writh the aid of Lion, Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and Tugg, the
talking boat, Dorothy battles JYester, who is using the dead wicked witch's
magic wand to turn the citizens of Oz into poreclain dolls.

Dahl, Roald. The Witches. NY: Farrar, Strans, Girouy, 1983,
Summary: A young boy and his Norwepian grandmother, who is 2o ¢xpert
on witches, together foil a witches' plot to destroy the world's children by
tiriine them into mice.

Lewis, C.5. The Chronicles of Narnja Sepjes. NY: Harper Collins, 1994,
Other books following The Tion, the Witelr, and the Wardrobe:

Prince Caspian

The Vovage of the Dawn Treader
The Silver Chair

The Horse and his Bo
The Magician's Nephew
The Tagt Battle

Lisle, Janet Taylor. Forest. NY: Scholastic, 1993,
Summary: Twelve-year-old Amber's invagion of an organized forest |
¢community of squirrels starts a war between humans and heasts, despite the
protests of an unconventional and imaginative squirrel named Woodbine.
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MNorton, Mary, Bed-Koob and Broomstick, San Diego, CA: Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1990, '

Summary; ‘With the combioed powers they acquire frorm a spinster who s
studying to be a witch, three children go on a number of exeiting and

gruesame mips. This i8 2 comhined adition of "The Magic Bed-Knob" and
"Bonfires and Broomsticks."

Saur, Julia L. Tog Magic. NY: Viking Penguin, 1986.

Summary: A child of Nova Scotia who loves the fog is transported by it to a
secret world ol her own (reprint: original published by Viking in 1943).
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The Phantom Tollbooth
by Nerton Juster

4th Grade Novel

Book summary: Mile drives his car past a tollbooth and discovers The Lands Beyond,
a strange world of words and numbers.

Complementary literature:

Dahl, Reald. Charlie and the Chocolate Factorv. N'Y: Puffin Books, 1988.
Summary: Each of five children lucky enough to discover an entry ticket into
Mr, Willy Wonka's mysterious chocolate factory takes advantage of the
situation @ his own way.

Dahi, Roald. Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator: The Further Adventures of
Charlie Bucket and Willy Wonka, Chocolate-Maker Extracrdinarv. NY: Puffin
Books, 1988,

Surnmary: Taking up where Charlie and the Chocolate Factorv leaves off,
Charlie, his family, and Mr. Wonka find themselves launched into space in
the great glass elevator.

Dahl, Roald. James and the Giant Peach. NY: Puffin Books, 1988.
Summary: James tripped and spilled the magic crystals by the old peach tree.
A large peach grew, and when James crawled inside, he met a housefil of
friends. As it rolled away, he was finally escaping his hideous awmnts, and
begimning a wonderful adventure.

Fleischman, Sid. The Thirteentk Floor: A Ghost Storv. N'Y: Greenwillow Books, 1995,
Summary: When his older sister disappears, twelve-year-oid Buddy Stebbins
follows her back in time and finds himself aboard a seventeenth-century pirate
ship captaiped by a distaot relative.

Ross, Tony, Through the {ooking-Gilass and What Alice Found There, NY: Atheneum, -
1993. '
Summary: Alice goes through a mirror to find a stranpe world where curious
adventures await her.

Wrightson, Patricia. The Nargun apd the Stars. NY: Puffin Books, 1988.
Summary: An ancient stong creature threatens the lives of a family on a lonely
sheep farm in Australia.
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Finpt L.angstoclking
by Astrid Lindgren

4th Grode Movel

Rook semtmary: Pippi, a wonder girl, lives alone with a horse and a menkey although she
is only e, She does many curious things, such as tying brushes (o her feet and
skatmp in suds to scrub 2 floor, m her e at the edpe of 5 Swedish villase. Also
ampng the collection of Pippi hools:

Pippi Gees on Board
Pippi n the South Seas

Complemeniary Iiterature:

Atwater, Richard. Mz, Popper's Penguins. Boston: Little, Brown,. [988.
Swmmzry: Mr. Popper, 2 honse painter with dreams of the Polar tegion, has to get
d pengun to keep his homesick penguin company. The life and fortunes of this
man, who becomes the owner of twelve penguins, are humorously changed.

Dahl, Roald. Matilda, NY: Puflin Books, 1990. ,
Summeary; Matilda applics ber untapped mental powers to rid the school of the
evil, child-hating headmistress, Miss Tronchbull, and restore ber nice teacher,
Miss Honey, to financial securiry,

De Groat, Diane. Aymie Fitts, Swamp Monster. N'Y: Simon & Schuster Books for Young -
Eeaders, 1693
Summezry: Third grader Annie Pitts is excited about getting the part of the Swamp
Monster in g high school student's low-budget horror mavie, until she finds out
how mwach hard work is involved.

Lindgren, Astrid. The Children of Nolsy Villase, NY: Puflin, 1988.
Summary: Ten-year-old Lisa tells about her brothers and playmates and the
happy times they spend at work and at play in their Swedish village.

Livdgren, Astrid. Ronia, the Robber's Davohier. NY: Puffin, 1985.
Stmmnary: Romnia, who lives with her {ather and his band of robbers in a castle

in the woods, causes trouble when she beftiends the son of a rival robber
chieftain,

MacDionald, Becty Bard. Hello. Mrs. Pipgle Wisple. WY Harper Collins, 1957,
Summary: Mrs. Piggle Wiggle is a woman with & magic way of cvring ¢hildren's
bad habits. She tries her hand with a bully, a whisperer, and a slowpoke, and
formulates cures ior a show«off and a baby.
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Sarah, Plain apd Tall
by Patricia MacLachlan

dth Grade Novel

Book summary: When their father invites a mail-order bride to come and live with them
in their prairie home, Caleb and Anna are captivated by their new mother and hope
she will stay.

Complementary literature:

Antle, Nancy. Beautiful Yand: A Story of the Oklahoma I and Rush, NY: Viking, 1994,
Summary: After a two-year wait during which ber mother died, twelve-year-old
Annie Mae and her family join thousands of hopeful settlers as they race to
claim land in the newly-opened Oklahoma Territory.

Durrell, Gerald Maleolm. Marrying O4F Mother and Other Sfories. NY: Arcade Publishers,
15992, _
Summary: A collection of eight short stories by the awthor, observiog the absurdity
that abounds in the world; --Esmeralda--Fred, or, A Touch of the Warm South--
Marrying Off Mother--Retirement--Ludwig--The Jury--Miss Booth--Wycheddy's
clothes-- A Parrot for the Parsons.

Henkes, Kevin. Two Under Par, NY: Greenwillow Press, 1987.
Summary: When his mother's new marriage fakes them intc the household
of 2 minlature golf course owner, ten-year-old Wedge struggles with feelings
of resentment and dishke for his stepfather.

Lotiridge, Cehia Barker. Ticket to Canada. Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, 1996,
Summary: In 19135, eleven-year-old Sam and his father arrive in an undeveloped -

part of western Canada and begin to plan & new farm for the family waiting back
in lowa.

Love, D. Amne. Bess's Log Cabin Quilt. NY: Holiday House, 1995,
Summary: With her father away and her mother ill with fever, ten-year-old Bess
works hard on a log cabin quilt to save the family farm.

MacLachlan, Patricia. Skylark. N'Y: Harper Collins, 1994.
Summary: When a drought tests the commitment of a mail-order bride from Mame
to her new home on the prairie, her stepchildren hope they will be able to remain a

faondy.
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Pryor, Bomnie. Rats, Spiders. and Love. NY: W. Morrow, 1986,
Summary: Samantha, a middle child who envies certain qualities in her older
brother and younger sister, discovers her mother is planning to remarry and
schemes to prevent it.

Shaw, Janet Beeler. Meet Kirsten: An American Girl. Madison. Wi: Pleasant, 1984,
Nme-year-old Kirsten and her family experience many hardships as they travel
from Sweden to the Minnesota frontier in 1854,

Waddeli, Martin. Little Obie and the Kidnap. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 1994.
Summary: When the old wild woman Mrs. Jumping Joseph adopts two orphans,
Little Obie and his family come up with 4 plan to rescue them.

Wallace, Bill. Red Dog. NY: Holiday House, 1987,
Summary: Living with his family in the rmuigged, often dangerous Wyoming
mountains in the 1860's, twelve-year-old Adam finds his cowrage put to the test
when be 1s left in charge of the household during his stepfather's absence.
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Somers Point Whole Language Novel Listing

Fifth Grade

Ben and Me

The Bomrowers

Bridge to Terebithia

From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson

Indian in the Copboard

Island of the Blue Dolphins

Little House on the Priarie

Mrs. Frisbv and the Rats of NIMH

Number the Stars

Sounder
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Ben and Me
By Rabhert Lawsan

5th Grade Navel

Book semmary: Amos, a poor chuich mouse, goes out inte the world to make his kving,
and establishes himself in the old fur hat of Ben Frapkdin . Amos makes himself
very important to Ben with his advics and information, This bymorcus story lends
itself well to the study of the colonial period of America, aird Franidin's inventions.

Compiementary lilerature:

Avi. The Highting Ground NY: Harper & Row, 1984.
Summary; Theteen-year-old Jonathan goes off to fight in the Revolutionary War
and discavers the real war is being fought within himself.

Benchley. Nathemiel. George the Drmmmer Boy, NY: Harper & Row, 1987.
Summary: This 61 page book wiltten on & high second grade level, gives a view of
ihe invidents at Lexington and Coneord, Magsachusetts, which were the start of
ihe American Revolution, as seen from the eyes of a British drummer boy.

Benchley, Nathaniel. Sam. the Minuteman. NY: Harper & Row, 1969,
Sumrnary: An easy-to-read account of Sam and his father fighting ag mintemen
againgt the British in the Baltle of Lexington.

Collier, James I.. My Brather Sagn i Dead. NY: Four Winds Press. 1985.
Summary: This novel recounts the tragedy that strikes the Meeker family during
the Revolutionary War when ane son jolns the rebel forces while the rest of the
[amily iried to stay neutral in 2 Tory town.

Collier, James L. War Comes to Willy Treeman. NY: Dell, 1987.
Summary: A, free thirteen-year-old black girl in Comnecticut is caught up in the
horror of the Revolutionary War and the danger of being returned to slavery when
her patriot father i3 killed by the British and her mother diszypears.

D'Aulzire, Ingri, and Edgar T Aulaire. Benjamin Franklin, NY: Doubleday, 1977.
Summary: A 48 page picture book written on the fourth grade level, this book
¢ontains the story on Benjamin Franklin incliding his childhood in Boston, his
training ag a printer in Philadelphia, his marriage and family Y%, his scientific
findings, and his achlevements as a statesman.
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DeFord, Deborah. An Enemy Among Them. Boston: Houghton Mifilin, 1987.
Summary: A young Hessian soldier questions his loyalty to his king after fighting
with the British in America during the Revolutionary War and spending tirne as a
prisoner in the home of a German American farnily from Pennsyivania.

Fotbes, Esther. Jotumy Tremain: A Novel for Old and Youne, Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-
Clio, 1971.
Surmary; After injuring his hand, a silversmith's apprentice in Boston becomes a
messenger for the Sons of Liberty in the days before the Arserican Revolution.

Fritz, Jean. The Cahin Faced West, NY: Coward McCann, 1958.
Summary: Ten-year-old Ann Hamilton finds herself to be the only girl in her
settlement, and is lonely until George Washington comes tc visit. She learns to
appreciate her role in settling the wildemess of western Pernsylvania.

Fritz, Jean. George Washineton's Breakfast. NY: Coward McCann, 1969,
Surnmearv: Written on the third grade level, this storv Is about a yvoung boy with the
same name and birthday as George Washington, He wants everythiog in his life to
be just a5 Washington had it, but he can not find ot what Washington ate for
breakfast.

Fritz, Jean. What's the Big Idea. Ben Franklin? NY: Coward. McMann, & Geoghegan,
1976.
Summary: A brief, humorous biography of the IBth century printer, inventor, and
stafesman who played an influeniial role in the early history of the United States.
This is a fun read-aloud before or during the reading of Bery and Me.

(Ganche, Patricia L, This Trne, Tempe Wick? NY: Putnarn's, 1992,
Sumenary: Evervone knows that Temperance Wick is a most surprisiog girl, bt
she exceeds even her own reputation when two mmtinous Revoltionary soldiers -
try to steal her beloved horse after camping on her farm in NI in 1780.

Greene, Carol. Benjamin Franklin- A Man with Many Jobs. Chicago: Children's Press
1988.
Surpmary: This 47 page picture book written on a high second grade level traces
the hife and accomplishments of the printer, philosopber, scientist, inventor and
statesman.

Keehn, Sally M. Moon of Two Dark Horses. NY: Philomel Books, 1995,
Summary: At the begiming of the Revolutionary War, hoping ta keep bloodshed :

away from their valley, a twelve-year-old Delaware Indian boy and bis white friend © -~ |

search sacred land for the bones of a legendary beast.
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Lawson, Robert, Mr. Revere and I: Being ari Account of Certain Episodes i the Career of
Paul Revere, Esg. as Recently Revealed by his horse. Scheherazade. later pride of
his Royal Majestv's 14th regiment of Foot, NY: Little, 1981.
Summary: Written on a high eighth grade level, more advanced readers may
appreciate this humorous account of the Efe and times of the Revere family and the
doings of the Sons of Liberty as told from the point of view of Paul Revere's horse.

MeGovern, Ann. If You Lived in Colonial Times. NY: Scholastic, 1992,
Sumimiary: This 80 page book with color iilustrations is written on the third grade
level, in a question and answer format providing information about life in
colonial times including clothing, education, and punishmern: for erimes.

OTell, Scott. Sarah Bishop. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1980.
Summary: Left alone afier the deatbs of ber father and brother who take opposiie
stdes in the War for Independence, Sarah flees from the British who seek to arrest
her. She struggles to shape a new life for herself in the wilderness.

Rinaldi, Ann. Finishing Becca: a Story About Peggy Shippen and Fenedict Arnold. NY;
Harcourt Brace, 1994,
Summary: Fourteen-year-old Becca takes a position as a mzid in 2 wealthy
Philadelphia Quaker home and witnesses the events that lead to General Benedict
Armold's betrayal of the American forces during the Revehrtionary War.
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The Borrowers
by Mary Norton

5th Grade Novel

Book Semmary: Miniature people who live in an old country house hy borrawing things
from the humang, ate forced to emigrate from their home under the clock. Others
n the series inghide;
The Borrowers Alaft
The Borrowers Avenped

Complemeniary literature:

Carroll, Lewis. Alice in Wonderland. Newmarket, England: Brimax Books, 1993.
Swamary: A litile girl ventures down a rabbit hole and embarls on o fantastie
journey through Wonderland.

Godden, Rumer. The Doll's Honsa, NY: Viking Press, 1967.
Summary: The activities, sorrows, and joye of & family of dolls living in an old dell
house are related from the dolls' point of view.

Kendall, Carol. The Gammage Cup. San Diego! Harconrt Brace, 1959,
Summary: Threatened with destruetion, the Minniping, & group of tiny people,
are saved only by the courage and resourcefulness of a faw villapers, This novel
18 4 Newbery/Honor book.

Levy, Rabert. Eseape from Exle. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin, 1993.
Summary: thirteen-year-old Danjel is transported to the land of Lithia, where he
discovers his ability to communicate mentally with the stranpe native animals
makes him a key figure in the civil war therg,

Peteraon, John L. The Littes. NY: Scholastie, 1964.
Sumimaty: When the Bigs go on a three month vacation, th: Littles ningt contend
with a family fom the city who moves m and are not very good housekeepers.
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Eridge to Terehithia
By Katherine Paterson

Sth Grade Novel

Book Summary: The life of a ten-year-old boy in rural Virginia expands when he
becomes friends with a newcomer, an imaginative girl from 2 well-off family, who
subsequently meets an untimely death while trying to reach their hideaway.

Complementary literature:

Adler, C.5. Alwavs and Forever Friends. NY: Avon, 1990.
Summary: After her "always and forever ftiend,” Mg, moves away from her,
Meg discovers that finding another friend so speciat will not be easy.

Burnett, Frances Hodgson, The Secret Garden. NY: Xnopf, 1993.
Summary: Ten-year-old Mary is not very happy being sent to live in a Jonely
old house on the Yorkshire moors in England. She discovers an invalid consin
who, with the help of Mary's friendship and the mystery of the locked parden,
becomes stronger, happier, and healthier.

Byars, Betsy C. Summgr of the Swans. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 1988.
Summary: A teenage girl gains new insights into herself and her farmily when her -
mentally handicapped brother gets lost. This is a Newbery/edal Honor book.

Digtad, Audree. The Dream Runner. Canada: Fitzhenvey & Whiteside, 1977.
Summary: A young boy goes into the mountains to seek his inner seif in the same
manner as Indian boys long ago.

Hurwitz, Johatmma. Aldo Applesauce. NY: Morrow, 1979.
Summary: When he and his family move to the suburbs, Aldo has trouble finding
new friends.

Nixon, Joan L. And Maggie Makes Three. San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1586.
Summary: Twelve-year-old Maggie, living with her grandnother in Houston, joins
the drama club at school, wins a part in a play, and begins to make friends. She
leamns how 10 deal with feelings of loneliness, selfishness, leve, and having am
unusual family background and life.

Slepian, Jan. The Alfred Summer. NY: MacMillan, 1950,
Summary: Four preteen outcasts, two of them handicapped, leare lessons in
courage and perseverance when they join forees with each other to build a boat. .
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Weber, Judith E. Forbidden Friendship. NY: Silver Moon/August House, 1993,
Summary: A shoe factory strike during 1870 in Notth Adams, Mnassachusetts
creates the setiing for a young Chinese boy and American girl to learn about each
other's colture as well as the contlicts that keep them apart.
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Feom the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil
E. Frapkweiler

by E.L. Konisburg

Ath Grade Novel

Book summary: Two suburban children run away from their Conrecticut home and po to
New Yark City's Metropolitan Museum of Ari, where their ngenuity enables them
to live i hoaury.

Complementury literature:

Blizzard, Gladys 8. Come Lopk With Me: Tnjoving Art with Childran. Charlottesville,
VA Thomasson-Crant, 1992,
Summeaty: This thirty-two page book presents twelve color reproductions of
paintings by artists from Holbein to Picasso, with questions to stimulate discussion
andd background mformation on each artist and painting.

Blizzard, Gladys 5. Come Took With Me: Exploring Landscape Art with Children.
Charlottesville, VA: Thomasson-Crrant, 1992,
Summary: Following the format of the earlier book of paintings, this book presents
twelve color reproductions of landscape paintings by such artists ag Vincent Van
Gogh, M.C. Escher, and Georgia OKeeffe.

Cresswell, Helen, The Watchers: A Muystery af Alton Towers. NY: Macmillan, 1994,
Summary: Two rundway children hide out in a theme park and become enmeshed

in an unearthly battle between the forces of good and evil.

Hutchins, Hazel . Within a Painted Past, NY: Aunick Press/Finefly, 1994,
Summary: When Allison steps into a4 painting on the wall, sbe travels back to the
year 1898 and faces the higgest adventure of her life,

Enax, Bob, The Great Art Adventure. NY: Rizzoli, 1993.
Summary; Two childeen visit the wacky Museum of World Att, where paintings
come to life, and they see such works a3 Egyptian paintings, Roman mosaics,
Tibetan scrolls, and American Tndian buffalo skin paintings.

Thomson, Peggy. Auks, Rocks, and the Odd Trinosaur. WY T,Y, Crowell, 1985,
Summary: This book reveals the imner workings of the Muszum of Natural
History through historical anecdotes and deseriptions of hovwy exhibits are
rescarched, prepared, and maintained.
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In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson
by Bette Bao Lord

5th Grade Novel

Book Summary: In 1947 a Chinese child with the American nickpame "Shirley Temple"
comes to Broaklyn, New York where she becomes Americandzed at school, in
ber apartment building, and by her love for bageball. A great introdaction to study
the baseball hero Jackie Rohinson and his entrance into the white major league.

Complermeniary lierature:

Brandt, Keith. Jackie Robinson: A Life of Courage. Mabhwah, NT: Troll Associates,
1852,
Summary: A biography of the firgt black baseball player to be accepted by a major
league team.

Chei, Sock Nyul. Year of Tmpossible Goodbves. WY: Diell, 1993,
Swnmary: A young Korean girl survives the oppressive Japanese and Rnsgian
oecupaiion of North Korea during the 1940s, to later escape to freedom in
South Korea,

Fritz, Jean, Homesick: My Own Storv. Santa Barbara, CA: Cornerstone/ARC-CHo. 1987.
Summary: The author's fictiovalized account of her childhood in China. Interesting
read-aloud to gam background enlrural information on China, It offers the reverse
perspeciive from Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson: ar.American pirl fondly
remembers things abowut America while she faces daily fife in China,

Grabowsla, John, Jackie Robinson, MY Chelsea ITouse Publishing, 1991.
Summaty: For more than & half century, Blacks were barred from playing major
lzague baseball, That practice finally changed in 1947 when a very special person,
Jacide Robinson, was ehosen to break the sport's color line. Reobinson was
mducted into the Hall of Fagoe m 1962,

Muochizuki Ken Baseball Saved Us. NY: Lee & Lo, 1993,
Swrnmary: A Japanese American boy leamns to play baseball when he and his
farnzly axe foreed to Yive in an internment camp during World War I1, and his
ability 1o play belps bim afler the wer is aver.

Page 47



Namioka, Lensky. Yang the Youngest and his Terrible Ear. NY: Deli, 1992,
Summary: Recently arrived m Seatile from China, musically untalenied Yingiao is
faced with giving a violin performance to attract new students for his father when
he would rather be be working on friendships and playing basebail

Paterson, Rathering. Flip Flop Girl NY: Dutton, 1994,
Summary: Uprooted following the death of thewr father, nins-yeat-old Vinmge
and her five-year-old brother, Mason, cope in different ways: one in silence,
but both with the help of Lupe, the flip-flop girl.

Surat, Michele M. Anzel Child, Dragon Child. NY: Raintree Publications, 1983.
Summary: Uie has just come to the United Siates from Vieinam, and does not like
ber new American school. Raymond, a classmate, mitially makes fun of the new
student, but Jater helps her deal with missmg her mother as well 2s overcoming the
prepudice Ute encounters.

Treffinger, Carolyn Walker. Li Lun, Lad of Courage. USA: Walker, 1995,
Summary; Becagse of his fear of the sea, a voung Clunese boy Is sent to a
distant monmtain where he proves hig bravery. A reprint of the Newbery Honor
Book in 1947,

Uchida, Yoshiko. The Bracelet. NY: Philomel, 1993.
Summary: Emi, a Japanese American in the second grade, is sent with her family to
an internment camp during World War IT. She must leave her best friend behmd,
but the loss of the bracelet she had given to her proves that she does not need a
physical reminder of that fHendship. This simple read-zloud picture book gives
students an idea of what had bappened to other Asfans in the United States.

Waybill, Marjorie Ann. Chinese Hves, Scottsdale, PA: Herald Press, 1974,
Summary: An adopted Korean girl pets a lesson in how ymimportant it 18 that
some people think she is different. An interesting picture book to introduce
immigration, prejudice, and tolerance. '

Yep, Lantence, Dragon's Gate, NY: Harper Collins, 1993,
Summary; When he accidentally kilts a Manchu, & fiftecp-vear-old Chinese boy is
sent to America to join hig father, an uncle, and othey Chinese workmg to budd a
tunnel for the transcontinenta! railroad through the Sierra Mevada monntaing i
1867. A Young Adult book great for more motivated readers.

Yep, Laurence. Dragonwings. Santa Barbara, CA: Cormnerstone Baoks, 1990,

Summary: In the early twentieth century a2 youmg Chinese boy joins his fatherin - -
San Francisco and helps him realize his dream of making:a dying machine.
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The Indian in the Cuphoard
by Lynne Reid Banks

Sth Grade Novel

Book summary: A nine-year-old boy receives a plastic Indian, a cupboard, and a Little key
for his birthday, and finds himself in involved in adventure when the Indisn comes
to lif: in the cupboard, and befriends him. Other books about the Indian Little Bear
and Ormri are: The Return of the Indian

The Secrel of the [ndian
The Seeret of the Cupboard

Complementary literaiure:

Banks, Lymme B The Adventures of King Midas, NY: Avon, 1993,
Summary: King Midas comes to regret his wish {o turn all e tonches into gold.
He must deal with a magician, 2 witch, and 2 dragon as he ies io nndo the magsic

spell

Banks, Lynne R. The Fairv Rebel. Santa Barbara, CA: Cornerstons Books, 1985,
Swmmary: A rebellious falry pamed Tikl, already in tronble for breaking the mle
against wearing jeans, risks the further anger of the Fairy Cueen by trying to fulfll
a human's special request for help.

Banks, Lynne R. The Magic Hare. NY: Avon, 1994.
Summary: A hare uses his magic to kelp a lot of people and animals.

Callowsy, Colin (3. Indians of the Northeast. NY: Facts on File Publishing, 1991.
Suminary: This book deseribes the Native American tribes of the Noribeast: the
Nacraganset, the Abnaki, the Iroquois, and the Nantleoke, It also describes the
influence the early Enropean contact bad on tham.

Coville, Bruce. The Monster's Ring. MY Pocket, 1987. 7
Summary: A timid boy, eager to frighten the school bully ca Hallowsen night,
aeguires 3 magic ring and the power to change himsell inte a hideous monster.

Field, Rachael, Hitty, Her Firgt Hundred Years, NY: Dell, 1990,
Summary: Hitty, a doll earved from monntain ash in the ningtegnth century,
has many adventures s she travels arpund the world with different owners.
A Newhery Medal hook.
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Goble, Paul. Buffalo Woman. NY: Bradbury Press, 1984.
Surmmary: A young hunter marries & female buffalo i the form of a beautifal
maiden. When his people reject ber, she must pass several tests hefore being
allawed to joint the buffalo pation. This is a great example of North American
Indian folkiore,

Peterson, John. The Littles. N'Y: Scholastic, 1964.
Summary: When the Bigs go on a three month vacation, the Littles mmst contend
with a family from the city who move in and are not very good housekespers,

Siater, im. Grasshopper and the Unwise Owl. NY: Hok, 1975,
Summary: There are pimerous great science lessons that rzvolve around the
adventures of a young boy who is mistakenty reduced to the size of a mouse.
He tries to save his mother from a dishonest landlord, all the while staving off
threatenmg animals and insects, all of which he Is able to use in some fashion
by capitalizing on their various natural characteristics. This is 2 htmorous,
fantasy adventure that is a terrific read-aloud.

Stearns, Pamela. Into the Painted Bear Lair. NY: Houghion-Miffim, 1976.
Summary: This humorous, vnconventional fantasy-fairy tale is about a young boy
whao can't find his way back to the toy store, the point where he entered a strange
land. A female knight who is involved in a chillingly dangerous mission befticnds
him, and there is a ferocious bear named Bear, who would like nothing better than
Lo devour them both. Well written, this novel shows that ife is a series of choices,
and our amount of happiness is how we handle those choices. Priendship and the
value placed on it is emphasized in this novel A wonderfitl, imaginative,
read-aloud.
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Island of the Blue Delphins
By Scott O'Dell

5th Grade Novel

Book summary: This picce of historical fiction records the courzge and self-reliance of an
Indian girl who lived alone for eighteen years on an isclated island off the
California coast, A Newbery Award Winner. Sequel to this story : Zia

Complementary literature:

Q'Dell, Scott. Black Star, Bricht Dawn. NY: Fawcett Juniper, 1930.
Summary: An Eskimo girl decides to run the challenging 1,197-mile sled dog race
called the Iditarod alone when her father in injured.

ODell, Scott, Zia. NY: Dell, 1978.
Summary: Zia, a young Indian girl living at the Santa Barbara Mission, dreams of
sailing to the Island of the Blue Dolphins o rescue her aunt. After several twists in
the plot, Zia and Karana are united. Information on 18th century mission life is
well-integrated into the story.

O'Dell, Scott and Elizabeth Hall. Thunder Rolling in the Mountains. Boston, MA:
Hutton Miflin, 1992,
Summary: In the late 19th century a young Nez Perce gir! relates how her people
were driven off their land by the US Army and forced to retreat north until their
eventuat surrender. This historical fiction book filled with action tells the story of
Chief Joseph and his tribe in their final hours.

Sperry. Armstrong. Call it Courage. NY: Scholastic, 1940,
Summary: In this Newbery Award Winner, a Polynesian boy named Mafatu
had nearly drowned at sea when he was a small boy. He must overcome his
tear of the ocean or continve being made fim of by the other bovs. He musters
up all his strength, and, taking his small dog Uri for compzay, he sails out alone
to die or prove his courage.
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Little House on the Prairjie
by Laura Ingalls Wilder

5th Grade Naovel

Book Summary: Laura Ingalls and her family leave their home in the Big Woods of
Wisconsin t0 move to Indian country in froutier Kansas. Cther books in this
collection of Laura's life story are:

Little House in the Big Woods
Farmer Boy

On the Banks of Plum Creek
By the Shores of Silver Lake

The [ ong Winter
Litfle Town on the Prairie

These Happy Golden Years
The First Four Years

Complementary literature;

Bial, Raymond. Frontier Home. Boston: Houghton Mifilin, 1993.
Summary: This book describes the challenges that American settlers ficed when
they left the farms and towns in their Conestoga wagons and headed for the
prairie. It provides a record of pioneer tools, homes, and daily ife that testifies to
the unwaning spirit of the early settlers.

Bunting, Eve. Train to Somewheare, NY: Clarion Books, 1996,
Summary: From the mid-1850s through the late 1920s, an estimated 100,000
homeless children were sent by train from New York City to small towns and
farms in the Midwest. This is a full color pichire book of the story of fourteen:
orphans, with big dreams of being adopted and finding a batter life.

Buiruille, Susan G. Women's Voices from the Oregon Trail: The Times that Tried
Women's Souls. Boise, [D: Tamarack Books, 1994,

Summary: An excellent read-aloud, even i parts, this book nan‘a:tes the lives
and recalis the voices of the women who traveled the 2,000-mile trail to
Oregon 150 years ago. There is an artful blending of women's diary entries,
songs, history, poetry, recipes, and quilts. The author first examines where
these Midwestern: women came from, their brave trek along the trail, and
fmally the strange and bountiful land where their new home was meant to be,
The author concludes with a reiracing of the trail as it is today, including where
0 find markers, landmarks, signposts, and historical sites.
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Cox, Clinion. The Forgotten Heroes: The Storv of the Buffalo Saldiers, NY: Scholstic,
Inc., 1993,
Summary: Recounts the history of the ninth and tenth Cavalry repiments,
comprized of African-Amerigan soldiers recruiied to open the West to settlers
aud whose deeds included escorting wagon trains, carrying ronil, and flphting
apainst Native Americans.

Freemap, Russell Buffalo Hunt, N'Y: Holiday [ouse, 1988,
Summary: Fxamines the importance of the buffalo in the lore and day-to-day life
of the Indian tribes of the Great Plains and describes hunting methods and the
uses found for each part of the animal that could not be erten, Uses fill color
reproductions of western paintings by well-known artists.

Freemen, Russell. An Indian Winter. NY: Holiday ITouse, 1992,
Summary: Relates the experiences of 2 German prince, his gervant, aud s young
Swiss artist as they fraveled through the Missauri River Valley In 1833, kearming
about the territory and itg inhabitants and recording their impressions in words and
pictures.

Fry, Annette. The Orphan Trains. NY: NMew Discovery Books, 1994,
Summary: The text and accompanying photographs present the history of
orphmed and abandoned children who were sent from New York City to other
states by the Children's Aid Society from, 1854 to 1929.

Gerrard, Roy. Wapons West! NY: Tarrar, Strans, and Girowe, 1996,
summary: A ¢olorful picture book of full color detailed drawings, describing
through fignrative, thyming language the uprooting of wany famikics to move to
the Oregon Conntyy in 1850.

(zilson, Jamie. Wagon Train 911, NY: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Baoks, 1996,
Summary: As & school project, sixth graders recreate a westward trek to Qrepon
with all the perils that faced real pioneers. Modern day problems and cooperative
interactions make this a humorous, ensily read novel, aloud or individually.

Cregory, Kristiana, The Lesend of Jimmy Spoon. San Thepo, CA' Harcourt Brace &
Co., 1990,
Summary: The adventures of 2 young white boy living among the Shoghond
Indirms during the early frontier days. An attention-grabbing read-aloud.

Katz, William Loxen, Black Women of the Old West, NY: Atheneum Books for
Young Readers, 1995,
Summary: Traces the higtory of Affican Ameriean women on the western
irontier i their roles as abolitionists, educators, ploneers, and mail-order
brides.
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Rudlinkt, Xathleen. Facing West: A Story of the Oregon Teafl, NY: Viking, 1994,
Summary: Easily read novel. As his family sets out firom Missourd to Oregon,
young Den wonders whether he will have more trouble with the dangers of the
journey, or his debilitating asthma.

Lavepder, David Sievert. The Santa Fe Trail. NY: Holiday House, 1995
Suwmimary: Describes the history of the Santa Fe Trail from the encounters sith
blizzards angd Indians, to the effect on trade, and the final damise of the trail
caused by the building of the railroad,

Mifler, Brandon Marie. Buffalo Gals: Women of the Old West, Minneapolis, MN: Lemer
Publications, 1995.
Sumumary: Text and photographs tell the story of ploneer women: schoolmarms,
ranchers, shopkeepers, doctors, mail-order brides, as well as Native American
WOIMET.

G'Drell, Scott, and Elizabeth Hall. Thunder Rolling o the Mountaizs. NY: Dell, 1992.
Summary: In the late nineteenth century, a young Nez Perce girl relates how her
people were driven off their land by the U8, Anny and forced to retreat north anti
their eventual surrender.

Paulsen, Gary. Mr Tucket. NY: Bantam Doubleday Dell Books for Young Readers,
1994.
Summary: Tn 1848, while on & wagon train heading west on the Oregon Trail,
fourteen-year-old Francis Tucker is kidnapped by Pawnes Indians and then flls
i with a ong-atmed trapper who teaches him how te live in the wild. The sequel
to this 15; Call Me Franeis Tucket. The fmal book of the trio is a great read-aloud:
Tucket's Ride.

Perl, Lita. Hunter's Stew and ITangtown Fry: What Pionesr Ameariza Ate and Why, NY!
Clarion Books, 1977,
Summary: This book examines the diet of nineteenth-ceniury pioneers and the
culinary creations brought about by the hard Lifé in the western territories.

Sandin, John Pioneer Bear: Based on a True Storv. N'Y: Random House, 1995,
Sunypary: An easily read book. Andrew and his family are axcited when a
photoprapher comes to take a picture of their dancing bear, but then Bearly

¢an't be found.

Schlissel, Lillian. Black Frontiers: A Higtory of African American [leroes in the Old West.
NY: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1995,

Summary: I'ocuses on the experiences of blacks a3 roouatain men, soldiers, home-
steaders, and scouts on the fontiers of the American West.
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Mrs. Frishv and the Rats of NIMIT
By Reobert C. O'Bricn

Sth Grade Novel

Book summary: Having no ong to belp her with her problems, a widowed mouse visits
the rats whose former imprisonment in 2 laboratory made them wise and
contributed to their longevity. Newhery Medal winner,

Completnentary literature:
Banks, Pynne Reid. I Houdini; the Amazing Story of an Escane Artist Hamster. WY
Avon, 1989,

Summary: A boastful hamster with exceptional talent as an escape artist recounts
bis experiences chewmng, wrigpling, or squesczlng his wiy out of varous closed
areas in his quest for the great Qutside,

Butterworth, Oliver. The Enormous Ege. Baston: Litle Brown, 1954,
Sumary: Problems develop when Nate's hen lays an egs that hatches 2
dinosaur.

Cleary, Beverly. The Mouse and the Motoreyele. NY: Avon, 965.
Sumnary: The adventures of a bay and a little mouse who wanis to ride his
toy motoreyele.

Conly, Yane Leslic. Rasco and the Rats of NIMIL NY: Harper LB, 1986.
Surmmary: This sequel to the Newbery Medal winner involves once again the smart
rodents who wish to live in peage in Thorn Valley.

D Beis, William Pepe. The Twenty-One Balloons. NY: Puffin, 1986.
Sumiary: This terrific read-aloud relates the incredible adventures of Professor
William Waterman Sherman who in 1883 sets off in a balloon across the Pacific,
surviving the voleande eruption of Krakatoa, and is eventually picked up in the
Atlantic.

Salten, Felix. Bambi. NY: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1992.
Summary: Dy this age, almost everyone has seen the Disacy movie. Now it is
time to challenge them to read the original. This book tells the story of that
famous young deer, in the forest as he matures and grows into a bip stag,
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‘White, E.B. Stvart Little, MY Harper & Row, 1973.
Summary: The adventures of the debonair mouse, Stuart 1.ittle, as be sets out

in the world to seek out hig deatest friend, a little bird who stayed » few days
in his family's garden.

Zelinsiy, Paut O. Ralph §. Mouse, Santa Barbara, CA: Comerstone Baoks, 1989,
Surnmary: Presents the adventures of a metoreycle riding mouse who goes
10 school and becomes the lnstigator of an investigation of rodents and the
peacemaker for two lonely boys.
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Nuymber the Starg
By Lois Lowry

5tk Grade Navel

Book summary: In 1943, during the Germen occupation of Detunark, ten-vear-old Anng
Marie learns hwyw to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter ber Tewish
friend from the Nazis. This novel of historical fiction shows the Danish
underground movement in action I smuggling Jews to safaty,

Complementary lierature:

Abells, Chana Byers. The Children We Remember: Photographs fom the Archives
of Yad Vashemr. the Holocaust Martvrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Awhority.
Jerusalem, Israel. WY Greenwillow Boolks, 1986.
Sumrmary: Text and pictures briefly deseribe the fate of Jevrish children after the
Nazis began to control their Lives.

Ackerman, Karen. The Night Crossing. NY: Bullsey: Books, 1995,
Summary: In 1938, having begun to feel the persecution that all Tews arc
experiencing i thelt Austrian city, Clara and her fimily escape over the
mountains to Switzerland.

Aeseng, Nathan Navajo Code Talkers. NY: Walker, 1992,
Sumupary: Describes haw the American military in World War IT used a EEOTD
of Nevaio [ndians to ereate an indecipherable code based on their native
language, Advanced Young Adult book: good for read aloud and discussian.

Bishap, Claire I Twenty and Ten. NY: Puffin Book Commpany, 1948.
Surnenary: Twenty school children hide ten Jewish children from the Nazis during
the occupation of Franee during World War 15,

Brucker, Malka, Jacob's Rescue: A Holocaust Story. NY: Rantam Skyvlark, 1993.
Sumrnary: I answer to his daughter’s questions, 2 man recalls the terrifying
years of his ehildhood when a brave Polish couple, Alex and Mels Roslan,
hid him and other Jewish children from the Nazis. Based or: a true stary.

Drucker, Olga Levy. Kindertrananart, NY: IL Holt, 1992,
Summary: The author describes the circumstances in Germany after Tlitler came to
pawer thar led to the evacuation of meny Jewish children to Eneland. She relates
her experiences as a young girl in England during World War I1,
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Filipovig, Zlata, Zlata's Pare: A Child's Life in Sarsjevo. N+ Pengum Boaks, 1993,
Sumunary: This is the diary of a thirteen-yearmold girl living in Sarajevo. She began
wiiting it when there was still peace in her homeland, An nteresting contrast can
he drawn berween her plight and the plight of the Tews,

Innocenti, Roberto, and Galiex, Christophe, Rose Blanche. Manksato, MN: Crearjve
Ed,, 1985,
Suminary: A young German girl's cnriosity leads her to Jiscaver something far
mare terrible than the day-to-day hardships that she and hep neighbors have
experienced. In aiding ehildren of the concentration camp she discovers, she
puis her life in danger.

Kerr, Judith. When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit. NV Tlell, 1987.
Summary: Baged on incidents in the author's life, this is the story of 2 Ocrman-
Jewish family and their escape from Nari Germany {o England in the 1930s.

Leitner, Leabelta. The Biw Lie: A Tme Story. NY- Scholastic, 1992,
Summary: The author deseribes her experiences as a survivor of the Nazi death
camp at Auschwitz during Waorld War 17,

Mates, Carol Daniel's Storv, NY: Scholastie, Inc., 1993,
Smrmary: A novel inspired by the experiences of many ¢f the more than one
miftion children who sudfered in the Holocsust. As Daniel and his Izamily expeticnce
hardships in their life due to Nari policles against Jews, many around him loge
hope i the face of such terror. Daniel, supported by his famlly, struggles for
survival in a concentration camp wntil they become liberated,

Mc3wigan, Marie. Snow Treasure, NY: Scholastic, 1942,
Summary; This is the 1994 reprinting of the exciting fictionalized account of how
a group of Norwegian childien carrying bullion 1o the sea an thajr sleds, helping
their country move its gold reserve to the Tnited States during the (erman
occupation. Makes a super read-aloud.

Meltzer, Milton. Resgue: The Story of How Gentllss Saved Jews in the Holocaust. MY

HarperColling Children's Books, 1991,

Summary; A recounting drawn from historie source material of the Iuany
individual acts of heroism perfouned by rightsons gentiles who sought to thwart
the extermination of the Jews diring the Iolocanst,

Orlev, Ui, The Island on Bird Sireet Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1984. .
Summary: During Wotld War IT o Tewish boy is Jeft on his own for months fna | |
ruined house in the Warsaw Ghetto, whete he must leary all the tricks of anrvival
under constantly life-threatening conditions. |
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Paulsen. Gary, The Cookeamp. NY: Dell, 1991.
Summaty; During World Wa 11, a little boy is sent to live with his grandona,
a cook in a camp for workers building a road throuph the wilderness.

Peutit, Jane. A Place: to ITide: The Storics of Holocaust Rescues, NY: Scholastic, Inc.,
1993,
Summary: This is a collection of stories written for youny students. Tncfuded in the
collection are the stories of Micp Gies, the schindlers, and Denmark's resene of its
Jews.

Ransom, Candice F. 80 Youne to Pe: The Storv of Hanna Senesh. NY: Scholastic, 1993.
Summary: This biography tells the I story of a brave, daring voung woman, born
in Poland, who grew up while Hitler's influence was spreading across Europe. She
was executed at the age of twenty-three by the Nazis for her role ina top-secret
Allied mission. She had been accepted into the British Air Force to parachute back
into enemy territory to rescue Allisd pilots and Jews, one of which was her
mother.

Savin, Mareja. The Moon Bridse, NY: Scholastic, Ine., 1992,
Sumrasry: The friendship between San Prancisco girls Mitzi Fujimoto and
Ruthie Fox is changed when World War IT bepins and Mitzi and her farnily
are forced to go into an internment camp,

Yhesman, Jean, Mollv Donnelly. NY: Avon, 1994,
summary: Twelve-year-old Molly, who lives next door to & Japanese Arnerican
family and whose cousin is a mizse in the Phillipines, experiences many changes
i her life when World War TT breaks out.

Toll, Nelly 8. Behind the Secret Window: A Memoir of 2 Hidden Childhood During

Waorld War IT. NY; Djal Books, 1993,
Surunary: The author recatls her experiences when she and her mother were
hidden, from the Nazis by 4 Gentile couple in Lwow, Poland, durips WWIL

Vos, Ida. Anna iz Still Here. Boston: Houghton Miffiin Publishivg, 1993.
Summary: Thirteen-year-old Anna gradually leams to deal with being a survivor
aller once being 2 "hidden child" in Nazi-occupied Holland Juring World War Ji,

Yos, Tda. Hide and Seek. Boston; Houghton Mifflin Publishing, 1991.
Surmimaty: Rachel Hartog i3 only eight when Nazis invade Holland, Lifi: as she
knows it ‘will completely half. Finally, she is foreed to wear i vellow star to identify
her 25 a Jew. As the Nazis eloge in, Rachel and hey farnily go to hiding, moving
from house to house in the middie of the night.
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Sounder
by William Armstrong

5th Grade Novel

Book summary: Anpry and humiliated when his sharecropper father is jailed for stealing
Tood for his hungry family, 2 young black boy grows in courage and understanding
with the help of the devoted dog, Sounder. The boy aka accomplishes his goal of
learning to read when a schoalteacher befriends him on onz of his many joirneys
searching for his father. A Newbery Medal winer.

Complementary literature:

Blume, Judy. [egie's House, NY: Dell, 1986, '
Summary: When an Affican-American family with three chikiren moves jnto the
white neighborhood, eleven-year-old Winnie learns the difference between being a
good neighbor and being a pood friend,

Bradby, Marie, More Than Anvthing Else. NY: Orchard Books, 1995,
Summaty: Nine-year-old Booker works with his father and hrother at the
saltworks, but dreams of the day when he'll be able to read,

Brandt, Keith. Rosa Parks: Fight for Freedom. Mahwah, NI: Troll Publishing, 1993,
Summary: This book is a biography of the woman whose actions led to the
desegrgation of buses in Monigomery, Alabana, in the 19693, She was an
mportant figure in the early days of the civil rights movement.

Benjamin, Anne. Young Rosa Parks: Civil Rights Heraine. Mahwak, NJ: Troll Associates,
1994,

Summary: This book tells the story of young Rosa Parks, ar African-American
whose refusal to give up her seat on the bus to 2 white person in Alabama in 19535
marked the beginning of the end of segregation.

Benjamin, Anne. Young Harriet Tubman: Freedom Fighter. Mahweh, NJ: Troll

Associates, 1992,

Sutnroary: A biography, this book portrays the Aftican-American wornan wha
helped over 300 slaves escape through the Underground Railroad, yet was pever
caught herself.

Carpenter, Eric. Youns Thureood Marshall: Fighter for Equality. Mahwak, NJ: Troll

Associates, 19086,
Sutamery: This book examines the life of the first black man ta be appointed an
associate justice of the highest court in the country,
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Clcary, Beverly. Ribsv. NY: Avon, 1992,
Suminary: Separated from his owher, Henry Huggins, in a shopping center parking
lot, an ordinary efty dog beging a series of bewildering adventures.

Cone, Molly, Mishmash, Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1962.
Summary: Another story of how animals can bring people topcther, Peta's
acquaintance with his new home and his ffth-prade class and teacher develops
rapidly because of his tow hound dop, Mishmash,

Crofford, Emily. A Place to Belopy. Minneapalis, MN: Carolrhoda, 1994,
Swnmary: Tn 1935, after his family loses thefr farm and is forced to move onto an
Arkansas plantation, sixth grader Talmadgc struggles to crdure theip harsh new
life and fights to stay in school against his mother's wighes,

Gaines, Erpest J. A Long Day in November. NY: Dial Press, 1971.
Stnmary: A young black boy living on 4 cane plantation recounts the events af the
day. His parents must separate, but are later reconciled,

Hamiltan, Virginia. The People Could Flv. NV Knopf Publishing, 1985,
Summayy: Retold African-American folldtales of animals, fartasy, the suparpatural,
and the desire for freedom. These are stories o of the sorrow of the slaves, but
passed on in hope. ‘

Hopkinson, Deborah. Sweet Clara and the Freedom Cuilt, NY: Knopf, 1993.
Summary: A richly illugtrated picture baok written on the 4.5 tevel, this is the story
of a young slave wha stitches a quilt with a map pattern which snides her to
frecdom in the North. This gives anothey perspective of what bemg a worker in the
"Big House" was like.

Hughes, Tanpston. A Pictoral History of Black Amereans. NY'; Crown Puhlishing, 1983.
Summiary: This book relates black history on the social, political, economis and
cultural fropts through over 1,000 illystrations.

Lester, Julive. The Last Tales of Uticle Remus, NY: Dial Press, 1954,
Surnmary: This book is a retelling of the Afro-American tales ahont the adventures
and ipisadventures of Brer Rabbit and his filends and ENgLaics.

Lyons, Mary E, Stitching Stars: The Story Ouilts of Harriet Powers. NY: Serifncr, 1993, -

Summary: Another woman similar to the boy's tother in Sounder, with her Herary -
knowledpe steeped richly in Biblical stories. This is the ilhigtrated biography of the © -

Alrican-American quilter who made quilts of her favorie Bible stordes and folk
tajes.
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Somers Point Whole Language Novel List

Sixth Grade

Anne of Green Gables

Divorce Express

The Endless Stepne

The Long Winter

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
Sign of the Beaver
The Upstairs Room
Where the Red Fern Grows
The Witch of Rlackbird Pond

A Wrinkle in Time

Page 62



Anne of Green (Gables
By Liucy Maud Montgomery

6th Grade Novel

Buook summary; Anne, an eleven-year-old orphan, is sent by misteke to Hve with a lanely
siddie-aped brother and sister on a Prince Edward Island farm. Other hooks ahout
Anne inchide:

Anne of Avonlea
Amme of the Igland

Anne of Windy Poplara

Apne's House of Dreams

Anpe of Ingleside

Complementary literature:

Aleott, Lonisa May. Little Men: Life at Phnnficld with Jo's Boys. NY: Puffin, 1994.
Summary: With two sons of her own, and twelve boys at the Pharmficld school,
Jo March, now Jo Bhaer, couldn't be happier. Despite the help of the whele
March farrily, boys have a habit of getting into scrapes, and there arg plenty
of troubles and adventures in store.

Alcatt, Lonisa. Little Worien. NY: Grosset & Dunlap, 1947.
Summary; This is a vlassic story that chronicles the joys and sorrows of the our
Mirch sisters (Jo, Meg, Beth, aud Amy) as they grow into young ladies in
ninercenth ceptury Mew England, The length of this original vetsion may be
intimidating to 6th grade rcaders (643 pages). To begin, the condensed version,
by Lucia Monfiied with the same title, might be the best version a1 238 pages.

Meigs, Cornslia. Invincible Lonisa: the Story of_the Author of Litle Women, NY:
Scholastie, 1933,

Summary: This Newbery/ITonor buok presents the life of Towisa May Aleott, who
was #hle through the success of her writings to achieve one thing that was very
inportant to her: to be able to take care of her family,

Montpomery, Lucy Mand, Emily of New Moon. NY: Bantam, 1986.
Surnmary: Beginning; when Einily is only cleven, this triogy contmucs in Emily
Climbs and Emily's Ouest, and tells about the making of an avihor.

Paterson, Katberine. Come Sing, Jimmy Jo. NY: Puifin, 1995,
Surarnary: When his family becomes a successful country music group and makes
him 3 featured singer, eleven-vear-old James has to deal with big changes & gll
aspects of his life, even his pame.
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Paterson, Katherine. The Great (3illy Hopking, Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 1987.
Summary: This Newbety Honer Book is about an eleven-year-old foster child
who triss to cope with her longings and fears as she schemss agamst everyone
who tries to be friendly and loving. Her dreans of being reunited with her renl
mother carries her through the novel, until the reality of ber situation dawns 4n
her,

Paterson, Kathering. Jacoh Have | Loved. NY: Crowell, 1980.
Suminary: Fecling deprived all her life of schooling, friends, mother, and oven her
name by her twin sister, T.ouise finally begins to find her own identity. She moves
away and finally finds a new place to call home with a widower and bis children.

Paterson. Katherine. Lyddie, NY; Puffin, 1992.
Sumipary: Another cxcellent book by an award-winning author, Lyddie Worthen,
an impoverished Vermont farm girl, is determined 1o galn her independence by
becoming a factory worker and learning to read in Lowell, Massachusetis in the
1840%.
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Divorce Express
By Paula Dagziger

6th Grade Novel

Book summary: Resentful of her parents' divoree, a young girl tried fo accommodate
herself to their new fveg and aiso find a place for herself.

Complemnentary literarure:

Avi. Blue Heron. WY: Avon, 1992,
Summmary: Thirteen-year-old Maggie spends the month of Augnst on the
Massachusetts shore with her father, stepmother, and their new baby, As
her family life unravels around her, she finds beauty in, and draws strength
fram, a great blue heron,

Blume, Tudy. It's Not the End of the World. Ny Dell, 1986.
Summary: When her parents divorce, a sixth grader struggles to nnderstand
that sometimes people are unable to live together. This is written on 2 4.5 level

Danziger, Paula. Can You Sug Your Parents for Malpractice? NY: Dell, 1980.
Summary: Confirsed about ber life at home and at schoel, fourteen-vear-old
Lauren leatus the importance of being her own Person.

Duncan, Lois. A Gif} of Magic. NY: Pocket, 1972,
Summary; Until she leams to control it, Naney's gift of extrasensory perception
brings her mwore trouble than she can handle while adjusting to her parents’
divorce.

Giff, Patricia Reilly, Rat Teeth. NY: Deil, 1985.
Summary: Fifth-grader Cliffie feels thar nothing has been right in his life since his
parents got their divoree, and his front teeth have began to Erow out aver hig
lower lip. This book is written on a 4.6 level,

Hurwitz, Johanna, DeDe Takes Charge! NY: Beech Tree Books, 1592,
Surmary: A vear after her facher has left home for good, fitth-grader DeDe
helps her mother cope with the realities of life after divoree.

Jukes, Maris. Getting Even. N'Y; Knopf, 1989.
Summary: Finding herself the victim of an obnoxious classrmate, ten-year-old
Maggie receives conflicting advice from her crazy friend Iris, and both of her
parents, who are still at war two years after their divorce.
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Paterson, Katheripe. Park's Quest, N'Y: Lodestar Books, 19885.
Sutnmary: Fleven-year-old Park makes some startling discoveries when he
travels to his grandiather's farm in Virginia to learn about his fitber who died
in Vietnam,

Pearson, Kit. A Handful of Time. NY: Puffin, 1988.
Summary: Patricia is ill at ease siaying with her aunt and cousing for the suniper
while her parents are getting divoreed. Sbe discovers an old watch bidden wider
a floorboard, and with it she Is taken back in time to the summer when het own
mother was twelve,

Pryor, Bonnie. Rats, Spiders. and Love. NY: Morrow, 1986.
Sutpmary: Samantha is a middle child who envies certain qualities in her older
brother and younger sister. She discovers her mother's plars 10 remarry. and
schemes 1o prevent it from happening. Written an a 5.0 levsl.
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The Endless Steppe
By Esther R. Hautzig

bth Grade Novel

Bouk semmary: During World War 11, when she was cleven years old, the author and her
family were arrested In Poland by the Russians as political cuenes and exiled to
Siberia. She recounts here the trials of the ollowing five years spent on the harsh
Asian steppe.

Complementary literature:

Butterworth, Ernma Macalik, As the Waltz was Ending. NY: Maemiilan, 1982,
Surnrnary: This book about another intepesting life shares another parspeciive
survounding events of the ITolocauest. This book is about grewing up in Austrin
before, during and afrer World War I1.

Chol, Sook N. Echoes of the White Girafle. NY: Dell Publishing, 1995.
Summary: The sequel ta Year of lmpossible Goodbwves, fiftecn-year-cld Sookan
has newly arrived in Pnsan, a city in the southern province 0f Korea, The Korean
War s raging, and Sookan has been separated from ber father and brothers for the
secotid time in ber life, She beffiends a boy named Junho, but their friendship 15
one that will bk forbidden.

Choi, Sovk N, Year of inpossible Gondbyes. NY: Dell Publishing, 1991.
Summary: Ten-year-old Sookan and her famly must endure the cruelties of the
Japanese military occupying Korea. After the war, they imust sscape to
American-copirollad South Korea.

Fuchs, Ellinor, ed. Plays of the Holpcaust; an Interpational Collection. NY: Theatre
Comnunications Group, 1987,

Summary: This fesource contains plays by six authors, each from a different
country, representing a wide range of responses {0 the borror of the Holocaust.
This book includes an annotated bibliography, by countiy, of Holocaust plays.

Houston, Jeanne Wakatsulki, and James Houston. Farewel! to Manzapar. WY: Bantam,
1974,
Sumrnary: This story reveals the shamefill treatment of a Japanese American family
in the [Tnited States during World War IL
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fnehn, Tise,
Greepwillow, 1977.
Summmary: A girl growing up in Nazi Germany Is forced to join the Hitler Youth
Movement agalnst her will,

Lingard, Joan. Between Two Worlds. NY: Puffin Bools, 1993.
Suminary: Arriving in their new homeland, Canada, after World War II, a family
of Latvian refopees is besat by serions illness and Anancial hardship, and the thres
chilkiren must go out and find jobs. Sequel to Tug of War,

Marx, Trish. Echogs of World War Two. Minneapolis, MN: Learner Pubbcations, Inc.,
1994,
Summary; Presents the stories of six people from different parts of the world
whose childhoods were shaped by their experiences during World War T2,

Reiss, Johanna. The Upstaivs Room. NY: Harper, 1972.
Summary: This is the author's story of the years spent hiding from the Nazis in
occupied Holland, The sequel to this is The Joumey Back. Books from the
separate listing imder The Upstairs Room could be used interchangeahly with

The Endless Steppe's listings,

Richter, Hans Peter. | Was There. NY; Penguin, 1987,
Summary: The authot tells of his youth In Nazi Germany as a metber of Hitler
Youth and later in the army. This is an interesting comparison bogk of 2 male
main character to the fernale main character in Mischling, Second Degree: My
Chitdhood in Nasd Gennany, mentioned above in this listing.

Seigal, Aranka. Upon the Head of the Goat; A Childhood in Hungary. NY: Farrar, 1980.
Sumynary: This novel lends understanding of a childhood in the country of

Hhunpgary during Hilter's rige to power. Nine-year-ald Pir{ describes the configion
of being a Jewish child during the 1939-1944 German ogenpation of her
bometown, and rolates the ordeal of trying to survive in the pghetto.

Steinhory, Harriet, and Edith Lowy. Shadows of the Holocaust: Plavs. Readings, and
Program Resovrces. NY: Kar-Ben Copies, 1983.

Summary: This suthology ¢oniains five plays and two readings with songs and
suggestions for 2 meaningfu] assembly program aboat the Helocaust. This is an
excellent resource to add global perspective to the devasteting effects of the
Hclocaust.
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The Loug Winter
By Laura Ingalls Wilder

Hth Grade Novel

Book summary: The Ingalls family raoves their store in town during the terrible winter of
1880, when food i3 scarce and they face starvation

Cornplemtentary literature:

Bitruille, Susan G. Women's Voices from the Oregon Trail: The Times ; that Tried
Wongen's Souls. Boiss, ID: Tamarack Books, nc., 1994,
Surpary: An avful blending of women's songs, diaries, kistory. poctry, quilts
ard recipes from the women who fraveled the 2,000 mile journey to Cregon
150 years ago. After acquainting the reader with where the picneer wemen
carne from, their brave apd historic trek, and a description of their finat
destination, the author retraces the frail as it is today. Historical sites, signposis,
inarkers, and landinarks are duly noted.

Panlser, Gary. The Winter Room NY: Waiis 1B, 1989, |
Summary: This is & quiet novel from the award-winning anthior abont an
eleven-year-old boy growing up vn a farm in Minnesata.

Qtiles, Martha Bennett, Kate of Still Waters. NY: Macmillan, 1990
Summary: Young Kate tries hard as her farily struggles hard o maintain thelr
Kentucky farm.

Wilder, Laura Ingalls and Rose Wilder Lane. A Little House Sampler. NY: Hamper &
Fow, 1988,
Summary: This wonderfill resotrce, edited by award-winning historlan and author
Williona T. Anderson, contains articles and fictional works by Laura Ingalls Wilder
nad her danphter Rose Wilder Lane. Some of these articks were published in
magazines of an earficr era and create a chronological account of their Hves. It is
heipful background information, and makes an informative, inspiring read-aloud.
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Roll of Thupder Hear My Cry
By Mildred D. Tavlor

Gth Grade Novel

Book summary: A black family living in the south during the 1930's are faced with
prejudice and discrimination which their children don't nodersiand,

Complementary ierature:

Armstrong, William Howard, Souy Land. NY: Harper Collins, 1971.
Summary: For Anson Stong and his three motherless children, the quiet black man
who enters their lives as teacher and friend flls a lonely void but also brings home
a tragic realtty.

Coliier, JTames T.. Jump Ship ta Freedom. NY: Dell, 1987.
Surmnary: This is the first of three award-wiining historical novels that depict
the trials apd triumphs in the Wack experience during the Post-Revelutionary
War perjod. By rights, young Draniel Arabus and his mother, slaves in Caprain
Tver's house in Stratford, Congectizut, skould be fiee. The Captain zefuses to
honor their agrecment, and instead sells Dante] on board a ship heading to the
West Indiss. The second book, War Comes to Willy Fregman, pottrays a
young, free black girl, who, disguised as & boy, searches for her mother wha has
been captuged by the Britlsh. The third book is Whe is Carrie?. about Danjel and
Carrie, President Washington's kitehen sinve, and their adventures together.
Please be advised 1o read the antbor's note at each book’s end zud their remarks
regarding the use of the word "nigger." All three novels are fast-paced.

Greene, Bette. Philip Hall Likes Me. Y Reckon Maybe. Santa Barbara, CA: Cornerstone
ABC-Clio, 1989,

Summary: Blever-veat-old Beth thinks that Phillip Hall likes her, but their
shaky relationship sometimes makes her contemplate their fit2,

(itiffin, John Floward, Biack Like Me. N'Y: New American Library, 1975. _
Sununary; The author, a white man, recounts his experiences when he darkened his
skin and traveled through the South as a black man.

Stickland, Dorothy, ed. Listey Children: An Antholopy of Plack Lerature, NY: Bantam,
1982,
Summary: This collcction features twenty-twe pleces of literatuye by African-
American authors such ag Latngston Hughes and Maya Angelou.
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Sigp_of the Beaver
By Elizabeth George Speare

6th Grade Novel

Book summary: Lel alone to puard the farily's wilderness home in 18th cenftiry Mhaine,
a boy is hard pressed 1o survive until Iocal Indians teach him survival skills. It iz an
perceptive account of the forced relationship that develops when the starving
bay is forced info teaching the reluctant Indian boy how to read. Also by this
author: Calico Captive

The Witch of Blackbird Poud

Complementary llerature:

Avi. Captaip Grey. WY Beech Tree Books, 1993,

Surnmary; A great read-aloud for experienced readers, this classic adventure
pirate story depicts an aleven-year-old boy's strupple and determination to become
free from 2 group of pirates right off the New Jersey shoreline, shorily after the
Revolutionary War. Avi's other books include;

Emmily Upham's Revepge

The Fightine Ground

1be Higtorv of Helplpss Harry

A Place Called Ugly

Shadrach's Crogsing

Sometimes T Think T Hear My Nar

Bentty, Patricia. Wait for Me., Watch for Mg, Fula Bee. NY: Beech Tree Books, 1990.
Summary: With liis brother and father serving in the Confederate Army and the

rest of his family murdered in a Comanche raid on their west Texas farm,
thirteen-year-old Lewallen seeks to fres himself and his sister from their Tndian
captivity. A spelibinding, historically precise, portrayal, this novel coptains an
arngzing amount of fascnating data about Indian and fromtier Lie. The author
presents both the red and the white perspectives of the Tndian wars. A super read-
aloud for comparison of Indian treatruent. Also by the anthor:

Hannalee

L upita Manana

Turn Homeward
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Drink, Carol Ryrie. Caddie Woodlkewn. Santa Barbara, CA: 1988.
Summary: An eleven-year-old tomboy growing np on the Wisconsiu frontier in the
1860's has may pranks, daring visits to Indjan camps, and one-room schonluse
fghts, Caddie bas a wonderfuj, befievable family, This i a good read-sloud for
expericnced listencrs, and is a Newbery Medal/Honor winrer. The sequel to this is
WMagical Melons, relaying more adventures of Caddie and her six sibfmgs.

LF' Agliesh. Alice. The Courage of Sarsh Noble. NY; Scribner, 1970,
Syummary: This is o shorter (54 pages), easier (K-3), novel similar to The 3ing of
the Beaver. Tn the early 1700', an eight-year-ald girl follows her father many miles
from horne into the wilderness. She conguers all her foars of being alone
in the dark woods while her father builds their cabin. Her father then asks her 10
stzy in the Indian village while he reirieves the remaining fanily memmbers. Based
on & true incident, this is a solid introduction to a short version of the gente of
historical fiction.

{rDell, Scatt. Sarah Bishop. NY: Houghton Mifflin, 1980.
Surmmary: Alone after the deaths of her father and brother who take opposite sides
during the Revohitionary War, Sarah flees into the Conngcticmrt wildemess and
finds shelter e a cave to elude the British soldiers trying to arTest her. Based on an
aciual historical event, it is a story of tremendous courage, as well as another
accoumt of the historical period that shaped our pation.

ek, Seoit. Sipg Down the Moop. NY: Houghion Miffiin, 1970.
Summary: Through the eyes of a fourteen-yeat-old Navaho Indian girl, the plight
of the American Indian is followed when in 1864 the U.S. govermment ordered
the Navahos frow theit hameland in Arizona 1o Fort Sumner, New Mexica, This
300 mile trip, known as "The Long Walk," is a part of every Navaho child’s
heritage. It shows the courage of the Indinns in the face ofall the imjustices that
befall them. An inferesting, mote current profile of the Navaho pation can be found
in the atticle, "The Navahos,” contained in the December 1972 Narional
Gaographic.

Sperty, Armstrong. Call it Courage, Santa Barbara, CA: Cotnerstone Seoks, 1982
Surymary: In this novel, Mafaru, 2 young Polyresian boy whaose nane means
*Stont Heart,” must overcome his awfil fear of the sea and prove bis cournge
1o himself and his people.

Taylor, Theodore, The Cay. NY: Avon, 1970.
Surmary; This exciting story of a blind white boy and an old black man depicts
survival of a shipwreck on a deserted istand. After the freighter on which they
were traveling was hit by 2 German submearine during World War Ti, the twelve-
year-old boy is blinded by  blow to his head. The berinning chapters move slowly,
but the drama gradually builds to a terrific ending.
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The Upstairs Roym
By Johapna Reiss

G6th Grade NMovel

Book summary: A Dutch Jewish girl describes the two and a half years she apent in
hiding in the upsiairs bedroam of a farmer's house during World Wer T8 The
sequel is entitled The Journey Back.

Complementary literature:

Anderson, Rachacl. Paper Faces, NY: Holt, 1993.
Symmary; Although bife in London during World War II has been difficult for
Dot and her mother, the young girl is frightened by the changes that the end of
the war bring, particularly the impending return of the fither she has never
known.

Bawden, Nina, The Regl Plato Jones. NY: Clarion Publishing, 1993.
Summary: Thittcen-year-old Plato Jones tries 1o come 10 terms with s mixed
heritape while visiting Greece, as he finds out more about bis Welsh grandfather, &
World War I hero, and his Greek grandfather, a supposed traitor.

Greenfield, Howard. The Hidden Childven. NY! Ticknor & Fields, 1383,
Syramary; Text and black and white photographs deseribe the experiences of
thaose Jewish children who were forced to go into hiding duting the Holocanst
and survived to tell about it.

Iolm, Anne. North to Freedom NY: Harconit Brace, 1974.
Summaty: A boy who has never known anything except iz in a concertration
camp makes his way across Eurgpe alone and escapes 1o freedon: in Denimark.

T.aird, Cheista. Shadow of the Wall. NY: Greenwillow Books, 19910,
Summary; Living with his mother and two sisters in the Warsaw Ghetio, Misha
is befriended by the directot of the orphanage, Dr. Korczak, and finds a purpose
to Tz [ife when he joins a reglstance organization.

Nolan, Han. If{ Should Die Before T Wake. San Diego, CA: Harcour Brace Poblishing, .
1694,
Stuinmary: As Hilary, a Nep-Nazi injtiate, ies in 2 coma, she is ransporied back to
Poland at the onset of Warld War T into the life of a Jewish toenager.
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Ransom, Candice F. So Youns to Die; The Storv of Hannsh Segesh. N'Y: Scholastic, Inc.,
1693,
Summry: Hannab Sencsh was born in 1921 in Hungary, She grew nip while
Hitler's influence was spreading across Turope. Twenty-three vears later, she
parachuted inta enemy temitory to rescue Allied pilots aud Jews, inchiing her
tnother. For her role fn this top secret mission, she was executed by the Nazig,

Reiss, Johaona. The Journev Back, NY: Harper & Row, 1587.
Summary: After spending three years hidlng from the MNazis, a Tewish family is
reunjted and begins the joh of rebuilding their country and family. The sequel
to The Upstairs Room,

Rosenberg, Maxing B. Hiding to Survive: Stories of Jewish Children Rescved from the
Holacapst. NY: Clarion Books, 1994.
Supnnary: First person aceoutts of fourteen Holocaust survivors whe as
¢hildren were hidden from the Nazis by nou-Jews,

Roth-Fano, Renee. Tonch Wood: A Giilhend in Qceypied France. MY Puffin, 1989,
Summaiy: In this aitobiographical novel set in Nazi-occupied France, Kenee, 2
voung Jewish girl, and her family flce their hove in Alsace and hve: a precarions
existence in Parls unti]l Renee and her sister escape 1o the shelter of a Cathelic
worman's residence in Normandy.

Sauvain, Philip A. EL Alawein. NY: Discovery Books, 1992.
Sumnary: A usefil resource, this i an ilhystrated accouat of the pivotal WWIT
battle in which the German and Italism forces were defeated by the Allies in North
Affica.

Sender, Ruth Minsky, The Cage. N'Y: Bantam, 1988,
Stummary: A teerage gitl recounts the suffering and persecution of her family
under the Nazis, in & Polish ghetto, during deportation, and in 2 concentration
camy,

Vos, Ida. Anna is Still fTere. Doston, MA: Houghton Mifflin, 1993.
Summary: Thirteen-year-pld Anpa, who was a "hidden child" in Nazi-occupied
Hofland during World War I, gradually leamns to deal with the realities of belug
B SUrVIVOL.

Westall, Robert. Blitzcat. NY; Scholastic, 1989.

Suminary: During World War I a black cat journcys all zcross war-ravaged
England in an effort to teack down her beloved master.

Page 74



Yolen, Jane. The Devil's Arithmetic, NY: Puffin Books, 1990.
Summary: Hannah resents the traditions of her Jewish beritage until time travel
places her in the middle of a small Jewish village in Nazi-oceupied Poland. This
book answers those that question why the Holocaust shonld be remembered.

Page 75



Where the Red Fern Grows
By Wilson Rawls

&th Grade Novel

Book summary: the adventures of a ten-year-old boy and the two dogs he raised after
buying them with money he had earned,

Complementary literature:

Cardiner, Jobn Reynolds. Stone Fox. NY: Crowell, 1980.
Summary: Based on a Rocky Mountain legend, this novel is action-packed, full
of emotion and originality. Little Willie, the ten-year-old here, is determined to
save his ailing grandfather's farm by entering a local hobsled race to win the
purse. The towering figure of the Indizan Stone Fox is favored to win, and is an
unsual departure from the Indian stereotype in childrerys iterature. The love of
the child for the grandfather and the loyalty of a great dog for his master, are
what makes this such a wonderfil book, whether it is read or not. Another book
by this author is Top Secret,

Peck, Robert Newton._A Day No Pigs Wonld Die, NY: New Random House, 1994.
Summary: Maturity comes early to 4 thirteen-year-old boy growing up ona
Vermont farm. His father slanghters pigs for a living, and be must face what must
be done to his pet pig, who cannot produce a litter.

Stoneley, Jack Scufiv, NY: KnopffRandom House, 1979,
Surrnary: The eriginal tiile of this book is The Tuesdav Dog. This dop's
adventrres are lonely, dangerous and humorous, until a reporter makes her the
most famous dog in Britain

Taylor, Theodore. The Trouble with Tuck. N'Y: Avon, 1983,
Summary: A young girl trains her blind dog to follow and tust a secing-eve
companion dog.

Wallace, Bill. A Dog Called Kitty. NY: Pocket, 1984,
Sugmimary: The title of this book is misleading, because it is a powerfully moving
story of childhood and family. A young boy named Ricky struggles to overcome
his deep-seated fear of dogs, stemming from a vicious attack he survived in his
early childhood. Ricky resists adopting a homeless puppy that shows up at the
farm.
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The Witeh of Blackbird Pond
By Elizabeth George Speare

oth Grade Novel

Book summary: A sixteen-year-old girl's rebellion against bigotry culminates in a
terrifying witch bunt and trial. Having been raised in a free-thinking tropical home,
Kt resists the narrow-minded ways of her uncle and aunt, with whorm she poes to
live after her srandfather dies. Seeking comfort, she befriends a lorely ald woman
whom the villape sugpects is a4 wilch. By association, Kit has this suspicion pinned
on her as well. An excellent novel about values.

Cemplementary literature:

Guiley, Rosemarie. The Encvelopedia of Witches apd Witcherall. NY: Facis on File,
1989,
Summary: This collzetion features over 400 ¢ntries and 105 flustrations of the
development of the craft, including biographical profiles of leading modern
witches.

Rinaldi, Aon. A Break with Charity: A Story about the Salem Witch Trials, San Diepo:
Hearcowret Brace Jovanovich, 1992,

Summmary: While waiting for a church meeting in 1706, the daughter of a wealthy
Satem roerchant, Sussnnah English, relates the fear, hatred, and accusations of
witcheraft that tore her village apart in 1692.

Sebestyen, Ouida. Words by Heart, NY! Bantarmn, 1986.
Summary: A young biack girl strvggles to fulfill her father's dream of a better
future for their family in the southwestern Texas town where, in 1910, they are
the only blacks. This is an unforgettable book due to the child's spunl, the
father's enduring paiience, and the great feith in God he lesves with her, The fitgt
chapter may read slow, but editing it with prereading makes it an excellent choice -
for a read-aloud, It is an A L.A_ Notable/Best Book. It's sequel is Om Tire.

Sivers, Brenda. The Snailman. NY: Little, Brown, 1978,

Summary: A somewhat short (1 18 pages) novel for grades 3-6, this book deals
with overcoming loneliness. A lanely young boy adopts the village's homely
¢ogeniric as his friend, he stands alone against immense farmily and peer presaure
10 do otherwise.

Yolen, Jane. Here Thete Be Witches, San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 1995.

Summary: This is an Musteated coliection of seventeen stories and poems about” |

witches, wizards, and warlocks. An AL A Notable/Best BEook.
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A Wrigkle in Time
By Mzadcicine L'Engle

;E—'.-E-.:L e 5 "
kel

6th Grade Novel

TR | T,
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&

Book summary: Three extraterrestrial beings take Meg Murray, her sma¥l brother
Charles Wallace, and her fricnd Calvin OKeel to another world.
Newhery Award witmer. Other books by the same author are:

An Acceptable Time
And Both Were Youns
The Arim of the Starfish
Camilla

Dragons in the Water
A Horee Like aLotus
Meet the Austins

A Moon by Night
A Ring of Endless Light
A Swillly Tilling Plmet
A Wind in the Door
Ihe Youne Unicorns

Complementary lierature:

Alexznder, Lloyd. Time Cat: the Remarkable Journeys of Jason and Gareth. NY: Puffin
Books, 1996,
Summary: Jason and his magic cat Gareth travel through time to viski countries all
over the world during different periods of history.

Tleischman, 5id, The 13th Floor: a Ghost Story. NY: Greenwillow Books, 1993,
Summary: When hig vlder sister disappears, twelve-year-old Buddy Stebhins
follows her hack i tune and finds himself aboard a 17th century pirate ship
captained by a distant relative.

Gilmore, Kate. Enter Three Wiiches. NY: Scholastic, 1990,
Summary: An imteresting novel of fictioral witcheraft, the mgin charscter, Bren,
12 pecyvors and fearful of having the girl of his dreams meet his family of witches,
During a school production of Macbeth, his family, whe is in attendance, canses
startlmg effects. He realizes that the meeting has already taken place.
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L'Engle, Madeleine. A Swiftly Tilting Planct. NY: Dell Publishing, 1978,
Summary; The third o the series relating to Wrinkle in Time, this novel oceomss
when Charles Wallace Is fificen. He and the valeorn Guadior vadertake a pertlos
Journey through thme i a desperate attempt to stop the destroction of the world
by the mad dictator Mad Dog Branzillo. Charle’s Wallace's sistet, wha is
expecting her firgt child, but still able to enter her brother's thoughte and
ematians, poes with him in sput to search for 2 way to avert the trapedy
threatening them all.

L'Engle, Madsleine. A Wind in the Doar. NY: Deli Publishing, 1973.
Summary: A companian book to the feature title. Charles Wallace becomes
seriously ill, and Meg is determined to help him in his troubles at school. Iler
mesting witk the school principal, Mr. Jenkins, a cold dry man that Meg herself
has had run-ins with, goes badly. A being far stranger than a dragon appears
to Charles Wallace, and the cocounter with this alien creature is only the first
step that leads Meg, Calvin, and Mr. Jenkins out into galactic space.
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DHane M. Drayer
Jordan Road School
I'ifib Gradz Teacher

March 21, 1986

Dear Teachers of Grades 4-6;

Az part of a project for my library practicumn , | would like to take a survey to fnd out
what your students' favorite books are, Thus showld ondy take a fow misites of vour day,

Enclosed please find enough surveys for your entire ¢lass to complete, Please bave them
put their name and your name on the form. The snrvey results will be tallied and published
for the district by the first week in May. These survey resulta could alsa be used as a
summer reading list.

P'lease have your class complete their surveys. Stress to them that they should only mclude
books they have read this yvear. Please collect the surveys and send thera back to me
through the interoffice mail. T would Tice to have all class surveys back by April 3.

Thank you in advaoce for your help and cooperation. The results will be forthcoming!

Sincerely,

Dhane M. Drayer
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FAVORITE ROOKS QUESTIONAIRT

Student Name:
Teacher's Name:

Please List below the names of your five top favorite books that vou bave read this
year. Please include the author's name if you know it.

Book Title #1:
Author:

Book Title #2;
Author:

Hook Title #3;
Author:

Book Title #4:
Author:

Book Title #5:
Author;

Thank you very much for your participation, I will publish the rasulls via e-mail, and
they wilf alse be posted in each school library'media center.

Pape 82



SOMERS POINT SCHOOLS
FOURTH GRADE FAVORITE BOOKS
RPRING - 1994

1. Littte House in the Big Woods
Lawra Ingalls Wilder

2. How ta Be a Perfect Person in Jest Three Davy
Stephen Mancs

3. Sorah Plain and Tall
Patricia MacLachlan

4. The Hupdred Dresses
Eleanor Lstes

5. Dear Mr, Henshaw-
Beverly Cleary

6. The Cricket in Times Sauare
(reorge Sheldon

7. The Barkiny GThost
R.L.5tine

3. The Haunted Mask
BL. Stine

9. The Nizht of the Living Dummyv
R.L.Stine

10. Sav Cheese and Dig
E.L. Stine
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SOMERS POINT SCHCOLS
FIFTH GRADE FAVORITE BOOKS
SPRING - 1996

1. Sonnder
William H. Armstrong

2. Island of the Blue Dolphips
Seott ODell

3. Bridge to Terabithia
Katherine Paterson

4. Little House oo the Prairie
Laura Ingalls Wilder

5. Ben and Me
Robert Lawson

6. Indian in the Cupboard
Lymne Reid Banks

7. Number the Stars
Lois Lowry

%, The Haunted Magk
R1. Stine

9. Bad Hair Day
R.L, Stine

10. The Barking Ghost
R.L. Stine
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SOMERS POINT SCHOOLS
SIXTH GRADE FAVORITE BOOKS
SPRING - 1996

1. Where the Red Fern Grows
Wilson Rawls

2. The Endlegs Steppe
Esther Hautzip

3. Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry
Mildred Taylor

4. The Sign of the Beaver
Elizabeth George Speare

5. The Witch ol Blackbird Pond
Elizabeih Georpe Speare

6. The Hanpited Mask
R.T. Stine

7. A Wrinlde in Time
Madeleine . Engle

8. Deep Trouble
L. Siine

9 {all of the Wild
Jack Vondon

10. Say Cheese and Die
E.L. Siine
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