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ABSTRACT

Michael Petrucci, A Study To Assess Parental Choice: Why Families Choose
Assemmblies of God Day Schools Gver Public Scheols, 1997, Professer
Roberta Dihoff, Masier of Arts Depree in Schoai Psychology

Thiz survey smdy identified reasons why families in Wew Jersey chose (o send
thetr children to Assembly of God day schaols. Once these reasons were identified &
survey was sent o 17 Assembly of God schools in New Jersey. The survey wcluded
a Leikert scale which enabled respondents to priontize their reasons for selecting one
of these private evangelical schools. Nine reasons were histed on the seale which
would be ranked in order of importance by the familics who were responding

The analysis of collected data revealed thar families ranked their nine choices
1n the following order, fram moat important to least important, as follows; spiriual
environment, academic achievement, quality of teaching stall, disciplirary policy,
physical safety, classroom size, quality of facility, quality of equimment, and racial
COTICETTLS.

The data also demonstrated that there was a difference in responses between
families in northern New Jersey and fambies i southern Now Jersey  Although there
was concensus on the issues of spiritual environment, academic achievernent, quality
of facilities and equipment, and racial concerns, there were distinat ditferences in the
areas of physical safety of students, disciplinary policy, classtoom size, and quality of

teaching siafl.



MINI-ABSTRACT

Michael Petrucci, A Study Yo Asscss Parental Choice: Why Families Choose
Assemblies of God Day Schools Over Public Schools, 1997, Professor
Roberta Dikoff, Master or Arts Degree in School Psychology
This study identified and ranked reasons why familics choose Assembly of
God schools as a substitute to public education. These reagsons were ranked in

oder of importance to families and a comparison of responses wzs made

hetwesn respondents from northern New Jersey with those from southern New

Jersey.
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Chapter I

Need: What prompted this research

[ recently served as administrator of a private evangelical Academy grades K-
¢ which had little preblem maintaining sufficient enrollment until the Logan
Township Elementary School Digtrict constructed a 14 million deilar educational
complex adjacent to our property. During the first vear of the public school's
operation at this new location, our enroflment decreased by 50% and the following
vear our census dropped to 50% of the original enroliment As a result, Beckett
Chrigtian Academy closed its doors in August 1994,

The reason for the sudden collapse of this private evangelical school winch
had a 16 vear history of success was obvious. There were several factors winch led
parents to change their ¢hoice about their child's educational environment.
Components which precipitated the change in their choice were the location of the
new school, physical safety of students within the school environment, 2 sympathetic
approach to religious belief within the local public school district, and the quality of
facility and equipment. Basically, the Logan Township Elementary School had
becore more accommeodating to the needs and desires of evangelical parents and
won them over.

The enigma which persists in my mind two years later 1s why these parents
transferred their students although Beckett Christian Academy remained superior tn
othar factors such as small class size (not to exceed 15 per class), commitment to the

reinforcament of Christian values on a daily basis, and superior results on academic



achievement tests. These areas should have been of primary concern for families
who would enroll in a private Christian school. However, it appsars that their

priorities ware not ta be assurnzd in amy particelar order

Furpose:

The purpose of this smdy will be to assess m order of priodty, the reasons
why evanpelical patents choose evangelical schools aver public schools. More
specifically, the purpose of this study is to determine why fammbies ¢hoose Assembly
of God day schools in favor of public schools. Although a small mmber of schoals
have Lost eitrollment due to similar situations like those involving the Beckait
Christian Academy and the Logan Township Flementary School Distnct, the number
of evangelical schools and thew enceliment is generally on the mereass.

The purpose of this research will be 1o identify the reazong behind parental
choiees, Results will be sent to those Assembly of God Schoois which respond 1o thig
ressarcher's request for participation. This information should be of grear benefit w

the Tuture marketmg of these schools to their market niche:,

Hypothesis;

There are many arcas of concern to Pentecostal Christian parents when they
must make & de¢ision regarding the enrollment of their children in an evangelical
sehool. Parents are more likely to ¢hoose an evangelical school when there i5 a threat
or perceived threat within the public school environment in one ar more of the
followine areas; religious belief, physical safety of the student, low academic
achievement, classroom size, quality of teaching stafl, disciplinary policy, facility and
squipmment, and racial integrarion, eic. Many parents may also feel that by cuolling
their child(ran) in an evangelical setting they are simply returning to the foundations

of historical American Education



The determinants which parents will be asked to rank in order of priority may
very well be affected by their geographic locarion in New Jersey as well as the quality

of the local public schoot district in which they reside.

History:

Historically, practically all education in the United States, from its colomal
beginnings, included religious training. This religious training was primarily Judeo-
Christian in comtent including the Old and New Testaments as part and parcel of zach
child's education. It was not until after the First World War and the early 1900's that
the two began to separate. The Smith-Hughes Act passed in 1917 was one of the first
actions to restrict appropriated federal funds from reaching schools which were
religious. (Cierenfield, 1962, p.15-16) The final divorce came on June 25,1962 with
the removal of prayer from the public schoo! enviromment, This decree was handed
down as a result of a Supreme Court case known as Engel v.Vitala. (Dierenfield,
1962 pv)

This researcher is cognizant that his contemporary in America is unaware of
the firmly entrenchied roots of religion that were intertwined with every aspect of
American cultyre during its foundation. The following brief history is intended to
broaden the reader's knowledge of the relationship of religion to education during the
developmental years of our nation. Ornstein and Levine point out that, " the school
was seen as handmaiden of the church. Schooling was mtended o cultivate a respect
for the 1aws of the theocratic state and for the sanctity of property. In Puritan New
England, education encouraged social conformity and religious commitment.”
{Ornstein & Levine, 19 , p.153)

An early school law enacted in Massachusettes int 1647 was written as

follows;

"It being one chiefe project of that ould deluder Satan, to keepe
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men from the knowledge of ye Scriptures, as in former times by kesping
them in an unknown tongue. It is therefore ordered, that every township in
this jurisdiction after the Lord hath increased it 1o the rumber of fifty
houscheiders, shall forthwith appoint one within their tawn to teach all such
children as shall resart to him to read and write..." (Dierentizld, 1962, p.6)

Joseph Costanzo makes the following summary concerning the pervasiveness
of religion and religious betief in American life during the colonial days. He says,
"The historical record of our Colonial and Revolutionary periods-the Acts of the
Continental Congress, the Declaration of Independence, the Northwest Ordinance,
the Constitution, the Federalist Papers, the Bill of Rights, the long course of
presidential utterances, Congressional acts, and declarations of our supreme
judicature-constantly affirms that our American political democracy was conceived 1n

and must survive on moral and religious foundations.” {Costanzo, 1964, p.28)

Early laws among the colonies reflect the prolific connection berween
education and religion, such as this royal mstruction to Governar Bernard of New
Jersey in 1758, "Sec. 7. Ard it is our further will and pleasure that you recommend
10 the assembly to enter upon proper methods for the erecting and maintaining of
schools in order 1o the training up of vouth 10 reading and to a necessary knowledge
of the principles of religion.” (Brown, 1912, p.18)  In Massachusetts in 1701 the
Tegistarure epacted that every grammar school master should be approved by the:
minisier of the town, and the ministers of the two next adjacent towns of by any two
of them. (Brown, 1912, p.34) This appears to be equivalent to what would be
described today as a certification process or at the least, a school board acting upon
an application to teach. The Massachusetts General Coort in May 317, 1654 passed a
measure which required exemplary adherence to sound doctrine and moral practice

when it stated,



“Forasmuch as it greatly concerns the welfare of this country that
the vouth thereof be educated, not only in good lierature, but sound dectring,
this court doth therefore commend it to the serous consideration and special
care of the overseers of the college and the selectmen in the towns, nol o
admit or suffer any such to be continued in the office or place of teaching,
aducating, or instructing of vouth or children in the college or schools that
have manifested themselves unsound in the faith or scandalous in thair ves,
and pot giving due satisfaction aceording to the rales of Christ.”
(Brown, 1912 p.36-37)

Clearly, religton and its resulting morality was part and parcel of the very
finer of the American way of life. There are historic federal court ¢ases which assist
in conveying this fact. One such case was Chureh of the Holy Trinity v. United
Srazes 143 17.5.457 (1892) where Justice Brower deciared that, "Christianaty 18 part
of the Taw of the land," and that "We arc a Clristian people,” and "Tins 18 a Christian
nation." (Costanzo 1964,p.44)

Puring the 1800's President Thomas Jelferson worked vetemently to usure
that religion was incinded in public education. Upon retiring from the pregidency in
1809 until his death in 1826 he was preoccupied with aiding the State of Virgima
with plamming (he state aducational systems. Costanzo says, "Just as he veould not
allow a man's faith to guffer "civil incapacitations” neither would he allow a man's
Faith to incur inequality of circumstances and benefits in state schools. (Costanzo,
1964, 7 73)

Jeffarzon's only desire was to Limit sectarian involvemen: which might efiend
5 person of another sect. Jefferson did belicve, however, that there must be religions
and moral instruction nonetheless. Some, in fact, most citizens woday think of the
"wall of separation”, a term colned by Jefferson in his letter concerning the Danbury
Baptist Association, as 3 one way issue. They also mistakenly asswme ihat the term
had its origin in the First Amendment. Tt was Thomas Jefferson, not the First

Amendment, who in writing to the Danbury Baptist Asgociation sought fo calo thetr



fears by assuring them that the Congress was not in the process of choosing any one
single Christian denomination as a “state” denomination. (Federer, 1594, p.324)

The First Amendment does not include the words, "wall of separation” it
simply says that,"Congress shall make no law respecting an estabi:shment of rehigion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof " This "establishment clause” as 1t is
sometimes referred to was criginally intended to protect religion from the
encroachment of government and not the ather way around as so many interpret this
today.

Dr. Corwin, an authority on constitutional law stated:

"Frimarily democracy is a systemn, of ethical values, and that this
system of value so far as the American people are concerned 1s grounded
in religion will not be denied by anybody who knows the historical record.”
{Costanzo, 1964, p.99)

Clearly the aim of the founders of the United States of Amverica was not to
exclude religion from the public school system but rather to protect the school system
from the dominance of any one group, denomination, or sect. This seniment

remained in place as recently as the 1930's,
One illystration of this is a case involving the federal Supreme Court in
Zorachi v. Clausenin 1952, Judge Desmiond states,

"We are a religious people whose institutlons presuppases &
Supreme Being We guarantee the freedom of worship as one chooses...
When the state encourages religious mstruction of cooperates with religious
anthorities by adjusting the schedule of public events to sactarian needs, 1t
follows the best of our radition. For then it respecis the religious nature of
our people and aceommaodates the public service to their spiritual needs...
We cannot read into the Bill of Rights (such) a pinlosophy of hostility to
religion." (Costanzo, 1964, p.45)

Further proof of the congemal presence of religion in the schools is the

historica) fact that the Bible was part of the curriculum in Dallas Public High Schools



as late as 1937 ( Barton, 1990, videotape) Though the relationship of religion and
education was not always a smooth one, 1t did endure for more than 300 vears of

American history, until the removal of prayer from public schools in 1962,

Since Engle v, Vitale in 1962 there have been numerous indications that the
pubtic school environment is undebatably an unhealthy one. Academuc achievement
scores have been on the decline since that vear, violence within the public school
setting has steadily increased, and there does not seem to be enough money set aside
to fulfili the educational objectives of the classroom or to keep facihties up 1o date in
many public school districts. It 1s as though the Engle v. Vitale court case signalled a
rallving crv for the unprecedented emergence of privately funded Evangelical
Christian schools throughout the Umted States.

Prior to this separation of religion from public education theve was no clear
emphatic call for the advent of Christian evangelical day schools. The only
substantial movement towards sectarian education was on the collegiate level m order
that there would be schools specifically formed for the trmmng of clergy and other
students of the Bible. In Pentecostal circles this level of education was rather
informal and provided for through a number of self-accredited Bible Institutes and
Bible Training Schoels. The emphasis was clearly upon favoring the study of the
Bible rather than purely academic pursuits, During the 1920s fundamentalism and
pentecestalism became synonymous with anti-intellectualism. (Blumhofer, 1939, v.1
p.321) At any period of time when secular schools appeared to excel in materialism
or secujaristn, these institutes would enter a period of resurgence.

In 1925 CBI, Central Bible Institute opened to serve those who felt called to
the ministry. This school was to be the standard for all other institutes. Tt was to be
the first institute set up by the General Counci] of the Assemblies of God under the
direction of the Executive Presbytery of the denomination. (Blumhofer, 1989, v.1

p-319)



In 1933, the development of sectarian institutions took a step forward when
the General Council approved the creation of a denominationaily-sponsoted fiberal
arts program and 2 years later the Evangel College began operaticn. In 1959 the
college received accreditation by the Committee on Accredited Schools and
Colleges of the University of Missouri and in 1965 was accredited by the North
Central Accrediting Association. (Blumhofer, 1989, v.2, p.124-123) This was
followed by the opening of the Assembhies of God Graduate Scheol some 20 years
later, which today is known as the Assemblies of God Thzological Seminary.
(Blumhofer, 1989,v.2, p.128) Today the Assemblies of God boasts in excess of
1B colleges and institutes.

The first significant period of growth concermng alternatives to secular
pubtlic schools came during the 1970s. As of the publishing date of The Assemblics
of Gad, A Chapter in the Story of American Pentecostalism, there were 1,200
schools sponsored by Assemblies of God churches with an enrolknent in excess of
110,000 children. (Blumhofer, 1989, v.1 p.322) H s estimated that there are
approximately two million students attending Christian Schools today (Cooper, 1991,
pp.63-67) with another one millien home schoolers (Mavberry, 1995, p 2} accounting
for an approximate percentage of 10% of America's children being ecducated in a

nan-Catholic, hon-secular, non-public setting. (NCES, 90-075, p.2)

Definitions:
Evangelical: The term evangetical will be used in this reszarch to include all

protesiant denominations which believe in the basic doctrines of orthodox



Christianity. These same church groups will adhere to the belief that Salvation of
man's spirit and soul are onlv through the sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus Christ as
the eternal Som of God. Thus texm shall apply to al! ¢church denorminations wingh are
members of the National Association of Evangelicais of which the Assemblies of
(God is a charter member.

Pentecostal: Desenbes a branch of evangelical Christianity witdch believes in
the Gift of the Holy Spirit as a subsequent gift from God following personal salvatzon
by belief in Christ as Savior.

(eneral Council of the Assemblies of God: A protestant denominaton which
is evangelical and pentecosial in doctnoe and practice.

Assembly of Gad: A lgeal church associated with the General Counctl of the
Assemblies of God. Identified by a belief in salvation through Jesus Christ and the
subseqguent (uft of the Holy Spmt. The Assemblies of God 15 2 sub-group of the
larger branch of Protestantism imown as Pentecostals.

Enviromment: Shall periain to the educational setting, whether it is private

and evangelical or public.

Assumptions:

Tt has been assumed that those schools and parents who will complete a
survey will do s thoughrfully and candidly. Tt 1s further assumed that the survey was
properly canstructed ang that all of the Assembly of God schools in New Jersey were

included i thas survey,

Limitations:
Limritations of this study are in the areas of sample size, contents of the

sammple, the number of schools surveyed, the number of surveys completed and



returned for analvsis. The survey instrument has not beess tested for reliability or

validity, therefore this 15 another possible limitarion.

Overview:

.In Chapier 1 the need, purpose, and hypothesia have heen clearly stated. The
following chapters will be arranged in the following manner. A review of literature
will be presenred in chapter 2, the design of the study will be discussed m chapter 3,

while chapters 4 and 5 will present an analysis of data and # sumisaty, respecrively.
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Chapter 11

In review of current literature it is readily apparent to this researcher that there
are at least three compoenents to be observed when considenng the reasons why
famihies choose private Christian education, specifically in Assemblies of God Day
Schoals. The first and most ubiguitous reason is the sieady decline and current
condition of public schools in America. A second and closely related essential to this
demise of our public school system is the rejection of religion and religious and
moral values which began i the 1960'. Tt is probably not a coincidence that the
public schools showed an increase in drug violations, violence, and other crime while
at the same time experiencing a 20 vear decline i acadenmic achicvement scores
concurrent with the removal of prayver and religious values in 1952

It is because of this decline in the public school sector that educational
alternatives have been fueled. These cholces, which have had their genesis as a
reaction to the calamity of public education, is a third factor. Alternatives which
have gained in popularity are those such as private secular schools, home schoohng,
and evangelical church schools. Each of these choices have very definite and
separare advantages and parents must choose between these three and public
education.

This chapter will be segmented into four main divisions. The first section will
provide a histerical background of the events which led to the deciine of public

education, section iwo will enumerate the present condition of the public education
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sector 28 evaluated through current Hiteratire, thirdly, the astronamicat growth of
religious day schools will be considered as a reaction to this history, and finatly,
reasens will be given for the populanty of exasting educational altematives,

specifically, Agsemblies of God Day Schools.

The Decline of Public Education:

'The reader must be reonnded that church and schiool were not alwavs
separated. Religion, specificaily, Judeo-Christian beliefs once permeated atl aspects
of Amencan society including the education of its citizens. In the New England
colonies, for instance, "the school was seen as a hbandmaiden of the ¢hurch,
Schooling wag intended 10 cultivate a regpect for the laws of the theocratic state and
for the sanctity of property. In Punitan New England, education encouraged social
conformity and religious commitment." (Omstein, 1993, p. 153}

George Stewart Jr. provides us with a picture of how diligently the colomies
acted upon legislation which would secure religious education of its citizens. He
stares, "Connecticut had legal provisions covering nearly alt schoot matters in 1712
Statutes had been passed which provided thar (1) No parent or gaardian should
'suffer so much barbarism in any of their families as to have a single child or
apprentice unable to read the holy word of Gaod, and the good iaws of the colomy,” and
eveTv one was also 'to bring them up in some lawful calling or employment’ "
(Stewart, 1967 p.155)

Next to the Bible itself, the book that was most widely used was the New
England Primer which was "the most universally studied school book that has ever
been used in America” with more than 3 million copies of it having been pranted.
{Fleming, 1933, p.80) A sampling of the New England Primer clearly displays its

religious cantent. "The alphabet in the famous New England Primer from



In Adam's Fall
We sinned all
io
Zaccheus he
Did climb the tree
His Lord to see

was defimiiely rehgmous”. (Monson, 1939, p.E0)

This was the way that it remained for decades until gradually the Unitad
States of America shifted away from 1is religions beginmings and became 1ncreasingly
secularized. Very simple and subtle cowrt rulings facititated this move away from
America's foundation. One example of this can be found in the U. 5. Supreme Court
case, (McCollum v. BOE 1948), where the U. 5. Supreme Court held that
cooperation between schools and churches was a violation of the establishment
clause of the the U.S. Constrtution. {Michel, 1994, p.4) Chester E. Finn Jr.
believes,"by the 1960's. however, Amenca began a steep and uninterrupted shide
toward what might be called decivilization." (Commentary,Oct 1994, p.30)

Today we find ocurselves in a situation wherg the public school system (5 ina
retigions vacuum and our society 1s suffening for this loss. Crnime and viclence on the
school campus is symptomatic of crime and violence in society as a whole. However,
il is on the public school campus that the cycle can be broken through educatmg with
values, Adult ciizens must be taught moral and religious values when they are young
so that they may assimilate them as their own as they grow in years. Christepher
Drawson expressed the dangers we face today some 35 yzars ago in terms which
sound lighly contemporary. His words sound as though they were written Just

vesterday. He says,

"The predicament in which the world finds itself today is due
easentially to two factors: first to the acute seculanzation of Westem
culture and secondly to the revolt of the rest of the world zzainst it
For more than two centuries Western civilization has been losing contact
with the religious tradiions on which 1t was originally foonded and devoting
all 1ts energies to the conquest and organizarion of the world by economic



and scientific techniques; and for the last fifty vears there has been a
growing resistance to this exploitation by the rest of the world- a resistance
which bas now culminated in a revolt which threatens the verv existence
of Westemn society.” (Dawson, 1961, p. 169}

The institution which has bean mast sanitized from religions influence has
been the public education system. Rather than teach students about varying religious
heritages, the goal of public education. intentional or not, has been to exclude alt
rehmous teferences even when they do directly pertam to the hestory of our pandmn.
"In the name of scrupulous nentrality about religion, we succeed ir newtering religion.
Crur petty squabbles and baitlings as religious people have made public educaton
administrators and teachers shy away from. religion. With the intent not to offend any
relimious or wreligions student, our public schools and texthook prublishers have heen
bleaching out all references to religion in textbooks and classrooms. Many religious
leaders who are sensitive 1o the diversity of religious views among studenis, teachers,
and admunistrators bave welcomed this restraint. But the clorox approach (o religious
piuralism is beginning to wealken the fabric of faith it was inteaded 1o respect.”
{Shriver, 1988, p.31)

Clearty there 15 a8 much danger to bleaching out religion from the poblie
school arena as there is danger in promoting one faith above anothar. Tt would he
proper io remind the reader once again that the intent of the first 2mendment and
Jeflzrsom's coming the phrase, "wall of separation” was not to reniove religion from
the American society 50 as to seculanze this society but rather only to prevent the
establishunent of @ national or state church. David Purpsl in hig texd, The Morat and
Spintual Cosisin Tducation, states." Tt s my general posttion that education 15 at root

a moral endeavor and that its present crisis is best seen as such in order 1o reflect not

only on the educatonsl process but on the larger culture as well,” (Purpel, 1989,
p63) He continues. "We say officially that we are one nation 'under God, vet we

constitutionally have mandated separation of church and state." (Parpel, 1989, p. 37)
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The negative results of removing all trace of religion from education is being felt

today. French Philosopher, Alexis deTacqueville once said,

"In the United States the influence of religion is not confined io the
rnanners, but it extends to the intelligence of the people.... Chnstanity,
therefore reigns without obstacle, by mniversal consent; the consequence is,
as | bave before observed, that every principle of the moral world is fixed and
determinate... I sought for the key to the greamess and genius in her harbors...;
in her {ertile fields and boundless forests; in her rich mines and vest world
commerce; in her public school system and institutions of lzaming. 1 sought
for it in her democratic Congress and in her matchless Constitution. Not unizl
[ went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits aflame with
nghteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and power. America
13 great because America is good, if America ever ceases to be good,

America will cease to be great.” (Federer, 1994, p. 205)

The American public has been sold short on the impertance of religion in the
classroom. Emile Durkbheim knew well the power of religion in social context. He

lists four aspects;

"First religion i3 necessary 1o society, not merely In an abstract sense,
but as a vital mechanism of himan beings and ag a realm of unifving
symbols_.._Second, religion is a key element and a basic context of sociat
change.... Third, rehgon's .. most fundamental and enduring elements are
social.,..The greatest power of religion lies not in what 1t t2aches man about
the after-life or about cosmology, but in what its symbols and rituals, cults
and churches and sects of membership 1o society, the feeling of belonging to
what Edmund Burke had called the partnership of the dead, the living, and
the unborn....Fourth, there is an unbreakable relation between religion and
the origins of human language and thought.” (Nishet, 1974, p. 164-165)

Removing religion from the arena of public education has cost public
education the measure of excellence which it once took for pranted. Certainly there
are other related causes to the decline of public education as we know it. Myton
Lieberman says that,"Like individuals, social wnstitutions die...." (Lieberman, 1993, p.
1) He furiher states that there are three kinds of factors which car: explain the demise
of public education. One 1s social and demographic change, we live in an aging

population. The invalvement of public education in controversial policies such as
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sex education is another factor which can cantribute to a lack of support for the
inglitution. Thurdly, a move towards a market approach to education may also be
hurting the public schaol system. (Ligbernan, 1993, p.3)

This researcher would propose that the underlying reason <o the demise of
the public education system is the removal of religion from its domain. A slow and
gradual drifting away from America’s moral moonngs have left her adrift not only as
2 socicty in general but with an educational system which is strupeling and sasping

for divection.

Cugrent condition of the public education system:

With the foundation of America’s morality baving been compromised and
removed from the educational system there has been a related fallout in areag of
academic achievement. In a report (o the nation, A MNation at Risk. one of the
indicators of an ailing educational system which is listed s a "virtually unbroken
decline” in SAT scores from 1963 to 1980. Another indicatar i3 thet “the averags
actuevement of high school students on most standardized tests is now lowar than 76
vears ago when Spatnik was launched." (US Dept of E 1983, p. 81 "SAT verbal
scores have dropped from a mean of 478 in 1962 to 423 in 1994- 3 drop of 54 pouwnts.
The SAT mean math seore has fallen from 502 to 479 a drop of 23 points”, says
Charles Sykes. (Sykes, 1995, p 22) This ig the academic ¢condition of public schoots,
there 15 also a need to consider other current indicators of the condition of America's
public schools and these do not show much tnaprovement. A 1988 estimate of school
vielence found that 500,000 incidents accurred every month in public secondary
s¢hools. Furthermore, the three greatest problems reported by the fifteen largest
school dismicts were weapons on school grounds, sangs, and droos. (Hagerty, 1995,
p. 72} School secunity today now beckons for the aid of experts in criminal law

enfarcement. J. Barry Hylton, Ph,D,, CFE has recently published a puide for security
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and loss prevention n the public schoel settmg entitled, Safiz Schools _A Security and

1 p5s Prevenion Plan,  Tn this text be informs the reader that,

"The igsuss in school security today are not much different from the
issucs with which most police departments and cotnmuntties arc dealing
excapt that they fnvolve cluldren in the eyes of the law. School campuses,
once 18lands of safety, now face violence evary day. Vislence among
voung peopla and i owr schools has increascd at an alarming and
unaceeptablz Tate." (Hylton, 1996, p.xi)

Crther reports give these grim numerical statistics;

525 000 attacks, shakedowns. robberics ocour each month in public high
schools

2 mitlion crimes commirted on or neéar schonl propetty 2ach year- 16,000 per
day

135.000 students carry guns to school daily

1/5 report carrying a weapon of some type

219 avord vsing school restoomns for fear of harm

1/3 of public school teachers havs thought about leaving teaching because of
student mishehavior (Kilpatnck, 1992, p. 14)

Mationally,
40% of zll high school students have tmisd marijuana
33% have used stimulants
16% have experimented with cocaine (Marshall, 1983, p.37)

Academmucally,
SAT scores plunged to an afl time low . 1930
13% of the nation's high school graduares read and wiii ai a 6th grade
jevel
the natianal drop-out rate 13 25% (Marshall, 1985, p.5)

Concerning facilities,
More than 22,000 school buildings are imadequals
13% of these are structurally unhsound (Hoppenstedt, 1989, p.13)

A teacher survey on safe, disciplined and Drug-fiee schools found these
resulis;

51% of teachers had been verbally abused

10% had been verbatly abused witlun the last & wecks

16% had becn threatened with physical injury
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8% had been threatened with physical wgury i the last 12 months
7% has been physically attacked
2% had been physically attacked in the last 12 momths (MCTES 91091

p.13)
Sritl there are other factors that are listed as reasons why the naton's public
schools pet such poor educational outcomes. These are;

Poor public image

tack of supplies

work overload, non-teaching duties

over crowded classcs

ahsence of disciplining codes

threats of violence

difficult students

passive students

student absentesism

work environment of teachers ( Felt, 1985, p.33-38)

The New York Times reported i December 1994 that according to the
State's Education Cormmuissioner, Leo Klagholz, 14% of New Jersen's sentors had
fatled the state proficiency exam required for graduation. (WY Times, p. B10)

if the students themselves are an accurate uxhcator of the condition of our
pubtic schools, then a national survey reporting that children rate their schools lower
thaut their parents may be even further revelation that sometinng 1= wrong, Westar, a
research firm for the National Center for Educational Statistics found that although
83% of parems believed that their children were being challenged at school, only
28% of the stadents felt this way. (Wall Street Journal, May ©,1994, p.B1)

Frederick Closc of the Washmgton 12.C. based Ethics Resource Center gives
his summation of todav's public schools when he is quoted in the Christian Sawence
Monitor as saying, "The fundamental tragedy of American Edncation is not that we
are turmng out 1emoramuaes but that we are turning out savages.” (Chnstan Saence
Monitor. Aug 29, 1994, p.7) The irony in thus 15 that thig 1¢ the surprising result when

America has spent more money than ever before on it educationz] system,
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“"Per pupil expenditures in the public schools have tripled in real terms since
the 19350', have doubled since the mid-60's {when, by most gauges, our froubles
began}, and rose by about a third during the Reapan-Bush vears of the 80's", says
Chalres E. Finm Ir. (Commentary Cct. 1994 P, 30) He continues,"Pazents all over the
country are increasingly aware that the public education system i Ametica is an
gmbarrassment " (Commentary Oct.1994,p.27}

Money does not seem to be the answer for reforming our schools, it hasn't
worked nationally, and it has not worked in New Jersey. The problem is & moral one,
not a fiscal dilemma. In 1990-1991 New Jersey spent over 58,00C.00 per pupdl, this
ts $3,000.00 more than the average for all states. (Howe, 1993, p.98)

Expertmenting with Alternatives:

School Districts are searching for answers to the problems which are ailing
our nation's public schools. The Federal government has attempted plans for reform.
President Bush proposed America 2000 which never passed inio taw and then
Congress passed Goals 2000 in March of 1994 when President Bill Clinten signed it
into law. {Amarica, June 1994, p.6) However, these pieces of legislabon have had
little impact. As a result, school districts have resorted to talking matters into their
own hands by privatizing their schools. Thirty-two public schools in Hartford,
Connecticut werg slated for private management by Educational Alternatives of
Minneapolis according to an August 27, 1994 arricle in the New York Times. (NY
Times, p.26) An editorial in the San Diepo Business Journal encourages its readers 1o
be responsive to any future proposals of privitization. (SDBJ, May 1994 p.11) In
Baltimore, the Barclay public school has borrowed and implemeried the same
curriculum ag the private and prestigious Catvert School in hopes that academics will
improve. (N'Y Times, Feb 1995, p.B7) The results of each of these alternatives are yet

10 be measured.
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It is obvious that to many parents_ these possibilities have come "too little too
late". From the beginning of the decline of the public school system parents have
sought out viable alternatives in order to fulfill their desire for a quality learning
environment for their children. Private secular schools have been around for decades
and were always accessible to the affluent and status conscious.

However, with the secularization of cur public schools, parents began 10
mvestigate newer alternatives, such as home scheoling and the chizch-related
religious dav school. The growth of both of these educational choices has been
phenomenal. Actual growth of home schooled children has reached the level
predicted by John Naisbitt who in 1982 in his book Mggatrends had forseen
1,000,000 children being educated in Home Schools (Naisbitt,1982,p.144) Concerns
about children's physical safety, academic and moral traiming, and socialization
experiences led parents to seriously consider the option of home education.
(Mayberry, 1995,p.2) According to Mayberry, there were approximately one anihon
home schooled children in our nation during the 1993-94 school vear. (Mayberry,
1995, p.8)

Concemning the growth of private Christian schoals the figrres are even more
starfling. Non-denominational private schools increased in enroliment from 199,000
in 1965-66 to approximately 915,000 in 1988-89 while denomminational schools
increased from 110,000 to 985,000 during this same period. For the most part, these
enroliments were from families who had previously been supporiive of the public
schaol system. (Cooper, 1991,p.63-67) It is also interesting to note that Catholic
schools had a decrease in enroliment from 9.1% of all students in the United States fo
6.0% during this same time period while nonpublic religious schools grew from 2.0%
10 4.7% of the student population. (Doerr, 1991 p.49-50) By the 1987-88 school year
all private schools made up afmost 25% of the total, with 26,807 privaie schools in

our nhation as compared to 78,561 public schools. { NCES 90-075,p.96)
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Ii is cvident that these alternatives to public education arc here to stay and that
they will continue o grow in size and influence. As long as there rre problems in the
public school sector parents will continue to support the choice for privats Cluistian

education.

Reasons why parents choose private Christian Schools:

Barhara Gaddy in her book Schogl Wars employs 134 pagzs putlining reasons
why Christians have ejected the public school arena. (Gaddy,1993) However, we
need to keep th mind that not only have parents been driven from the public scheols
because of their lower academic achievement, danger io physical safety of studenis,
removal of religious and moral values, and lack of disciplining codes, but they have
also been drawn to the brighter prospects of a private Christian education for their
children. It is very possible that the decling of the public school wag only a catalyst to
cause the parent to consider an altermative. Now once inside the alternative school
setting the parent may realize first hand the many benefits of being part of a povare
Christian school.

Parents may enjoy their new found benefits that are characteristic of all
mdependent Christian schools  Kane provides a list of "Charactenistics of
Independent Schools” and they are as follows; self-governance, scli-support, self-
defined curriculum, self-selected students, self selected faculty, and small class size.
Autonomony is characteristic in afl areas of operation. (Kane, 19592, p.5-17} These
parents axe often most satisfied with their child’s school because they are invabved
with the school. Paremtal attitades towards the school appear to be linked to thetr
level of involvement i the school. (Kang, 1992, n. 228}

There is atmost a ploneer feeling about being a Christian School parent.
Parents believe that it 12 thejr responsibility to fulfill the Biblical mandzte to educate

their children, Secripture verses such as Proverbs 22:6, Deut.6:6-7, and Ephesians 6:4
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all serve to encourags the parents to raise their children according ro their own behief
svsiem. (Randall, 1994,p.123)

Class size is another benefit of this educational setting. Typically, the class
size in a privare Christian school is around 15 students. Maybery suggests, "when
classrooms are smaller than 13 students it is possible to see an increase In
achievement.” (Mayberry, 1992, p43) Discipline becomes a nop-1ssue in this setting.
Positive characteristics become more numeraus such as better school-parent
relationships, school spirit, and character development. Each of these is an indicator
of 2 good school. (Wynne, 1980,p.1-16)

Although Christian School teachers are usually paid much less than their
public school counterparts they seem to be more satsfied. Ina 1987-88 survey it was
found that public school teachers average an annual salary of 327,255 while
Assembly of God teachers average only $12,582, (NCES 92-079,p.23) One reachear at
2 Christian Academy in a small Wisconsin ¢ity sxplains anecdotally why some
individuals would be willing to work for such a disparate salary, "After you've been
here several vears, you realize you're m the place the Lord wants you tobe. You
coutd go elsewhere and make more money but you probabiy wouldn't be happy.”
(Peshkin, 1986, p.64)

As for academic achievement, Kane says," In essence, we believe that private
schools outperform public schools because they are more effectively organized-they
have clearer goals, stronger leadership, more professional teachers. higher academic
expectations for all students, and a coherent, team approach to edocation.”

(Kang, 1992, p.306)

Christian parents choose their schools for the same teasons that other parents
choose theirs with of course the added dimension of spirttuality. One study done in
1978 by Bridge and Blackman concludes that the following factors are influential in

parental choice of a school for their children:
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1. Parent's child-rearing values affect their choices.

2. Geographic proximity is a factor.

3, Better-educated parents use more sources of information in making
their choicas.

4. About 1/3 of parents choose a school because of what 15 taught.

5. About 1/5 choose a school because of the staifl

6. Lower-class parents choose a school for basic skills and strict
discipline while more affluent parents choose a school for its

flexibility. (Haggerty,1995,p.5-6)

Parents choose private Christian schools and Assembly of God schools
because there is a difference. A few of the differences are best shown 1 direct

comparison as below,

Graduation rate of shudents:
Publi¢ School 92.3%
Religious 96.0%

Percentage distribution of teachers by perceptions about seriousness of
problems:

Verbal abuse of teachers
Public School 34.1% not a problem
Assembly of God 76.2% not a problem

Student drug abuse
Public School 44 8% not a problem

Assemblv of God  90.8% not a problem

tu e5si ns .
Fublic Scheol £2.2% not a problem
Agsembly of God 98.6% not a problem
Physical abuse of teachers
Public School £0.7% not a problem

Assembly of God  99.6% not a problem

YVandalism of school property
Public School 2% 1% not a problcm

Assembly of God 64 7% mot a problem



Student pregnancy
Public School 58 0% not A problem

Assembly of God 97 1% not a problem

Student use of aleahgl,
Public Schaol 43.1% not a problem
Agzembly of God 90.4% not a problem

Public School 16.7% not a problem
Assembly of God 28 1% not a problem
(NICES 92-079,p.35-39)

As nay be seen by the comparisons above therc 18 a wida sap hetween the
problems of public schools and those which are chwrch related Perents everywhere
are lpoking for something better, with fewer nepative elements and many more
pasitive advantages for their children  “There is a growing hunger for a return to old-
style values and morality, values education is growing in popularity.” (Hilary, Times
£d Suppl Julv 1994 p.12) The rescarch would appear to indicate that schools which

respond to the needs and wants of parents will continue to flowris:.
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Chapter TIT

Sample:

Informatton eonceming Assembly of God schools in Wew Jersey was
available through the annual publication of the Christian School Directory which i3
pubtished by the Chnsnan School Representative's Office and the Executtve Director
of the Association of Christian Teachers and Schools. These are ministries of the
Aggemblies of God Division of Christian Education located in Springfield, Missouri.

The 1996 pohlication of the Christian School Directory contaims & listmg of
3& Assembly of God church sponsored schools throughout MNew Jersey. The schools
tisied in the directory, although similar i purpose, mission, and reiimious emphasis,
are distinct from one another in categonies such as the size of their student body,
grade levals of instruction which are offcred, and methods of admuwstration. The
MNew Jersey schools listed we the 1996 directory have a total enrollment of 4,280
students imcluding preschool age children (CSD. 1996, p.38-40) Tndividual school
envollments varied from 9 students in one school to as many as 381 in another
Tocation. Grade levels m all schools included preschool ape chitdvan, however, the
highest prade level offered varied greatly. Not every school went to as high as
twelfth grade, many continued only unhil the 61h or 8th grade leved

This regearch will include all of these schools, even those which have only a
praschoal and do not offer education in the elermentary, junior high, or semar Bigh

levels.



Operational Measures:

The device used to measwe the characteristics of this study is & self-report
survey which will determine the priority and significance of reasous why families
choose Assembiv of God Schoals over public schools. The main section of the
survey contains nine reasons listed for parents to rank in arder of importance
regarding their child's couollment in an Assembly of God school. They were not
permiticd to add thewr own reasons apart from the survey choices, howover, they were
piovided with an area for any comments which they might hke to add

Twa other areas of information that was pathered in the survey asked parcals
to estimate the anpual tuition cost of their choice and to expross thea perception of
what tvpe of community they lived in, whether it was rural, subirhan, small ciry,
larpe city, ot inner city. Although these two arcas are not eritical to the hypothesis of
this research, they may add helpiul gt conceming the level of parental
commitment to private Chustian education as well as providing a description for the
commumty ¢nvironment surrounding the public school chowce which they have
decided to avoid.

An illustration of the survey is provided on the following page. The template
that is shown was printed onto card stocle and used as a 4" X 6" postcard with the
survey questions on onc side and the reply address on the oppoesite side. I was
decided that respondents would be more compliant with this request for mformation
;¥ thew knew thar confidentiality would be strctly honored. By being able to mait the
survey back o the rescarcher directly parents would have no concemn for thear

schoal's administration learming of their individual responges.



Survey: Why farmilies chaose Assembly of God Schools over Public Schools
Flease complete this brief survey a0d drop into a maitbox within 2 days. This survey is
part of 2 Graduate Rescarch project that T am conducting Tadividual responses will be
kept ut strigt confidence, howsver the results as a whole will be supplied to &t
padictpating schoals to assist them in future planning.

Pleazs select only one which best describes
iha 1ype of commumnity in which vou live

Plzase rank the followang choices from 1 to @ with #1 being
the most important and #9 being the lezst imporiant eason

for vour family chonsing this schoat.

1.
2.
3,
n
5
6.
7.
3.
9

~ Phvsical safety of students
~ Epirimual epvironment

~ Academic excellence
____ Effecdve student discipiine
Racial concerns

__ Cuality of eaching stall
- Omahityof famhh
 Ouglity of aquipment

o Classgize

Commenis

i Rural

2. Suburban

3 Small City

4. Large City

5 Inner City
Which choice best represents your gl
total tuition cost?
l. vmder $72, 000, per year
3, betwean $2 000 and 3,000
3. bearwesn $3,000 and $4,000,
4. berween $4.000 and 55,000,
5 move than £5,000, per vear
Bchool

Michael Petrucci
16 Lynn Place
swedesboro, NJ 08083
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Cover letters were also included with cach survey catd thanking the
respondent m advanece for their participation in the survey, informing them of the
purpose for this study. and assuring them that a summary of all resulls would be
reported back to each school which participated i the study, A cover letter was also
sent to each school admimstrator including simitar information. Both letters may be

found m the appendix of this research.

[regipme:

Upon the teceipt of all completed surveys, an independent 1-test will be
utilzzed in order to compare tankings as designated by the respondents. A
comtparison will be made between those responses reeerved from parents in Morth
Jersey with those received fiom parents in South Jersey.

The regronal distinction between North and South Jersey residents will be
made arbitrarily by drawing a boundary acress the state from Trenion thwough New
Brunswick This essentially divides the staic into two geographically equal hatves,
The reader should be awars that although North Jersey will consist of more inner city
locations there is also the possibility that responses will weluds thase who are

enrolied in schools in rural areas of the vovthern part of the state a5 well.

Hypothesis:

The null hypothesis of this study will be that there are no differences in the
ranking of the reasons why families choose Assembiy of God Schools over Public
Schools in a regional comparison of faunles in Northern New Jersey with those who
reside i Southern New Jersey.

The alternate hypothesis witl be that families i Noxthern Naw Jersey choose

Assembly of God schools for different reagons than their counterparts in Southern
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New Jersey. Tamilies in North Jersev will choose "physical safety of students" as
their primary concern winle families in South Jersey will choose "classroom size” as

therr imain reasan for selecting an Assembly of God school for theur cinldren.

Analysis:

The data collected in this research survey will be descripavely presented and
analyzed using sraphic representations comparing the frequency of Tesponses o each
of the nine choices to be ranked Non-parametne methods will be used to compare

the responses from the famihies i North Jersey with families in South Jersey.

Summary:

By surveying Asscmbly of God schools in New Jersey it will be possible to
determine the reasong why some families are choosing private Christian education &5
an abternative to public education. The survey will also illustrate the ranking of these
reasong in order of significance. Whether or not there 1s a differenes in the ranking
of order between North Jerscy and South Jersey residents, the information gleaned by
the survey will agsist Assembly of God sponsored schools to know why fammbics are

choosing their educational setting instead of a public school setting.



Chapter IV

Report of Survey:

In this chapter a report will be presented which will apnalvze the rank order of
responses as to why parents have chosen 10 send their children to an Assemblies of
God school. There will also be a comparison of these choices between the ranking of
reagons given by families in northermn New Jersey with those reasons given by
families i southern New Jersey.

The ypothesis siven in chapters 1 & 3 stated that there would be a difference
in responses between these two regions of the state. The resulis will be stated m
vmtten form and then in graphic presentation.

A total of 1,608 surveys were mailed to Assembly of God schools throughout
New Jersey, a sample of which is included in chapter 3. Each school principal was
pre-approached by telephone and asked if they would kindly participate in thig
research project. They were also asked for a census of families in order thata
sufficient number of surveys and coverletters could be mailed to their school.

Severteen schools, ten from northern Mew Jersey and seven from southern
New Jersey agreed to participate. Eventually, 482 surveys were rzturned representing
sixteen of the schools that were approached, one school from northera New Jersey
drd not return any responses. OF these 482 survevs 71 were improperly completed
and could not be included in the data summary. Therefore the statistical calculations

are based upon 411 survevs representing better than a 25% response rate.
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The Totlowing (Table 4.1) is a summary of the ranking of nine vanables which
were 10 be hsted n order of importance to each family on the survey. These ning
areas are; spirifual envirommnent, physical safety of the student, academic
achievement, classroom size. quality of {eachong staff, disciplinary policy, quality of
the facility, quality of school equipment, and racial concarng,

The fist below shows the ranking of the nine choices as they were selected in
order of frequency of respongss. The percentape score which (ollows each chaice
indicates the degree of consensus which this item seeerved reparding iis placement.
For example 61.8% af the respondents agreed that apiritual covircmnent was a
deciding factor in ranking this item as a number one priority. On the arher hand
67 2% of the 411 respondents belioved that racial concerns were lzast important and
they agreed to rank this ftem a5 number 9, When any other it shows a low
percentage it means that there was not a strong consensus ¢ancarning its cankang, that
responses were actually very similar, and that there was a broader range of
apinion, The pereenttage 13 the percent of votes the item received fram the
Tespandents.

Table 4.1

1 Spiritual environment 61.8%

(=]

Academic achievement 41 804

)

(uality of teaching staff 26.5%

4 Disciplmary palicy 19.7%
5 Physical safety 17 5%
& Classroom size 15 8%
7 Ouality of facility 24.1%
g Cluality of equipmen: 37 5%
9 Racial concerns 57.2%



From the numerical presentation in Table 4.1 1 s exceptionally interesting to
note the strength of opinion which is ilTustrated by the ranking of 1tems number 1 and
trnber 9. Regarding ftem number one, the familfes who wers survayved made a very
elear statement when 61.8% of them chose the spintual envitanment of thewr school
as the number one reason for why they chese an Assembly of God school for their
cducational needs instead of a public school, Furthermore, when censidering the
npmber of familics who ranked this item as being of either primary or secondary
importance, alimost thres-fourths of those surveved, 74% believed that thiz was an
extremaly important reason for seoding their students to an Assemblies of God dav
school.

{m the other end of the scale families made it clear by the strength of their
choices thai racial concemns were of very litfe importance. More than 67% of the
farilies placed this choice in last place and a combinad 78% ranked it in the lowest
mwa levels af congem,

It appears ohvious then that bewvond the priumary reason of sclecting a spiritual
environment for their students, that is one which will encourages moral, ¢thical, and
religious development, familics whe chose an Assemhlies of Gad school made this
choice purely for educational reasons. As the mumerical listing on the previous page
demonsirates, the areas of most concern heyond that of the spintaal qualites of the
chosen schood are related o academic issues, the quality of the teaching staff and
disciplinary policies within the educational setting, These fambes G that a private
Chrigtign setting provided them with more in these areas than they would
have received in the public arena.

It should also be mentioned that the fact that famlics ranked suck items as the
phvacal safety of their students, classroom size, the quality of the facility and schaol

equipment at the lawer end of the seale displays that they believe that these are enly
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cursory {0 the educational process and of much lass imnomancs, Racial concerns,
having been selected as a fipal chowe demonsirates that these families are not
seeking & Christian schoot for the purpose of sepmepation but instead demonstrates the
Christian etiue of tolerance for all others regardless of race or nat.onal ongin

In comparing the responses by region within the state thare seems to be
some agreement on haw iTems weors ranked. Respondents from hoth the narthern apd
southern portions of Mew fersey agreed that spintuzal environment and academics are
of primary and secondary importance, respectvely. There was ne geographical
diiference in these two choices. Likewise, the qualiy of facility and the quality of
schonl equipment alse found agreement hetween the two groups and racial coneens
were equally nnimportant being ranked 1n Jast place.

The greatest differences hetween these two groups of families were in the
arcas of physical safety and disciplinary palicy which appeared o be of much greater
stpnificaice 1o the schools which are located in North Jersey. Schools Iecated i
Sonth Jersey ware more concerned than their northem counterparts with ssues such
as the quality of the teaching stafl and classroom size.

A graphic presentation af this comparison is shown on page 34 (Graph 4.1}
which follows, As the graph iflustrates, the alternate hypathesis can be aceepred
since there is clearly a difference between the responses received from families
whose children attend Assembly of God schoals in northara New Jarsey and those
wha attend schools in southern New Jersey. The greatest distinctions ¢an be made m
their concern about the physical safety of students and classroom size. These
findinygs would mdicate that families in Morth Jersey are more pfren faced with the
problem of school safety isanes whils the classroom size in public schools are of

more concern to families living in southern New Jarsey
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More: A renking of 1 means thot the dem is of

greatest mportance. Tihwe higher the numerical

ranking the less important «1 was to the respon-
dent. A rankang of 9 15 of least raportance.

= North/Seuth  Nortb/Sowh  NerlvSouth  MorilSouth  Morl/Scath  NorthSouth  Morth/Scuth  Nerth/Scuth  Morih/South
2 Ypirituzl ’hysical Academic Classroom Teaching  Disciplinary  Facility Lguipmert Racial
g environeent  safety Achicvement SIZC siafl policy CONUEINS



As may be seen by the graph on page 34, families who live in northern Mew
Jersey ranked the physical safety of students with a pnority of 4 out of the mne
choices mven while families in the southern area of the state thought that 1t was of a
lower pnority of only six. Concerming disciplimary policy families in the southern
area af New Jersey ranked this itemn by selecting it as number 5 on their list of
pricrities while their northem counterparts felt that this item was less important and
expregsed therr ¢hoice with a rank of 6.

It also appears that families in South Jersev are more concerned with
overcrowding in public schools than families in northern Mew Jersey. This item
recerved a rank of number 4 from families 1 the southem region while northemn New
Jersev families listed 1t in eighth place being just more wnportant Han racial
concermns. {ne final difference between the two areas was in the choice of the guality
af teaching staff. Southern Naw Jersey familics were more concemed about this
aspect of education than those families who live in North Jersey.

It is obvious then that there are regional differsnces within New Jersey as to
why farnilies choose Assembly of God schoals over public schoals. Tt should alsa be
added that families who make the decision te choose an Assernblv of God schoet do
50 at an average annual cost of between $2,000 and $3,000 as mndicated from the

survays. A numerical deseription of survey data concerning tuition cgsts per family is

shown below (Table 4.2).

Table 4.2 Number of families from  Number of fagnbies from
Annual fuition Northern New Jersey  Scuthern New Jersey
Less than 32000 per vear 24 14
$2.000-33,000 per vear 1035 &7
$3,000-34,000 per vear 40 4
$4.060-85000 per vear 29 17
$5,000+ per vear 36 32



The largest group, which spends between 52,000 and 53,000 per year on
turtzon for Chnistian education accounts for 41.5% of those surveyed. The next
largest group pays between $3,000 and 34,000 per year in fuition expenses and
account for 21.2% of respondents. The smallest grouping of families are those who
spend less than 52,000 per year towards their student's education and they maike up
9 7% of survey participants.

The survey questionnairs not only aslked about annual cost of tuition, but also
presented a question about the type of community in which each family lived. More
than half of the respondents described the community in which thay live as being
suburban, more than 54% chose this response. On the other end of the scale, less
than 3% descnbed their community as being mner city and onty slightly more than
2% described their place of residence as being located in a large city. This
information s interesting smee 1t appears that some of the respondents are driving
their children from a domicile in a suburban area t0 an Assembly of God school
which is tocated in an area which could be described as a city. Apparently the
percetved quality of education is not diminished by the location of the school. Table

4.3 below provides a summary presentabon of thas data.

Table 4.3

Commumty Type Number of families Percentage of tamihies
Rurai 99 24 1%
Suburban 225 54.7%

Small City &5 15.8%

Large City 10 2.4%

Inner City 12 2.9%



An effort was also made to look for 2 cotrelation between the cost of annual
tuition and the ranking of the nine issues which are displayed in Graph 4.1 The
results of this search demonstrated that there was in fact a different order of priorities
Tor those who spent the average twhon as compared with those who spent $3,000 op
more per year on education. 1t was found that these two groups zoreed m only four
areas of concern. These four areas are spiritual environment, acsdemic achicvement,

quality of Iacility, and racial concerns. The comparison is itlustrzted below in

Table 4 4

Table .4
Ranking by Ranking by
Fammlies spending Area of Concern Families spending $5,000
$2,000-53,000 per year OF MOre per year
i Spurtual covoonmnent 1
2 Academic achicvement 2
3 Quality of teaching staff 4
4 Uhsciphinary policy 3
& Physical safety of students 7
3 Classroom size 6
3 Quality of facility 3
Quality of equipment 8
9 Racial concerns g

In summary not only was the alternate hypothesis found acceptable, not only
was there a dufferent order of prionties based upon regional responses in New Jersey,
bt there was also a different arder of priorities fonnd based npon the amownt of
tuition paid by families. i should further be noted that when the northem and

southern regions found agrecnent regarding the unportance of an item it was i a
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most demonstrable faghion apd meluded the three areas with the highest tevel of

consensus, spiritual environmenr, academic achicvement, and racial concerns.



Chapter V

Summary:

This survey study identified major reasons and their order of importance
regarding why famubes select Assemblies of God day schools as aliernatives to public
education. This research demongtrates that there 18 both a perceived and a genuine
difference between the two types of educarion  Althoush some of the arcas m which
respondents judged the quality of teaching stafl, quality of equipment, and facility
may be congidered as percerved differences, it is indisputable thal the greatest
difference between the two types of schaaols is in the area of spiritual environment. It
1§ al=o noteworthy to mention that this very real difference was the number one
reason given for why faomlies choose Assembly of God schools instead of public
schools. Families in New Jersey, repardless of which temon they Live i are
¢onvinced that only Assembly of God schools can provide the spititual environment
which they desire for their cluldren, One parent offered this comment explaining
why the spirtual environment of an Assemblies of God school was so umportant. The
pavent stated, "The subject matter in public schools has gotten far too liberal and
humanistic. One of my sons enconntered teachings on the occult when they were told
2 tnake an amulet in Art class and write a spell for it. T could cite other incidents
to0."

The survey that is shown on page 27 was administered to parents who
cunrently have children enrolled in an Assemblies of God school in New Jersey |t

may be azgumed that sany who responded to the survey have previonsly experienced
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public ducation and that their preferences are appropriately based upon an accurate
comparison of the two types of educational settings. In fact, some of the respondents
revealed that they were teachers in the public school system who were sending their
children to an Assembly of God school. One comment by a parent who Is a public
school teacher expressed the opinion that their child was receiving an education
which trained the child in every dimension, not just academically. Another parent in
deseribing the contrast in educational settings commented, "Public schoo! did rot
meet the needs of my child.”

The survey instrument was constructed with a desire to be simple and direct
with a mimmal imposition being placed upen the respondent, Tuformation was
requested concerning the type of community in which the respondent lived. A second
question asked about the tution cost of their school choice and then the final section
was 4 Leikert scale requesting a ranking of nine reasons for choosing an Assemblies
of God school. These nine possible choices were taken from a review of current

literature.

Conclusions:

This study arrived at 4 primary conclusions;

1) The first and most ohvious conclusion is that parenis wao have their
children enrolled n an Assemblies of God school do so with the spiritual
environment of the school foremost in mind. The survey indicated that respondents
believed that this was the number one reason for choosing an Assembly of God
school as an alternative to education in a public school setting, One parent may have
spoken for most others when they wrote, "Christian schools are an exiension of most
family values that are very important 10 parents.” This one choice, spiritual
environment, outdistanced all others on the survey list. Even the szcond most

popular choice, academic excellence, was a distant contender for “he number one
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position. To fllustrate how academics and spiritual environment compare with one
another, a parent made this comment, "You can buy a good education at a lot of
schools but a Christian environment with Godly teachers is priceless.”

2) The second conclusion which can be drawn from the survey is that racial
concerns are somewhat insipnificant to those who atterd Assembly of God schools.
Families appeared to be in agreement that they are not seeking a method of
segregation via privately funded Christian edncation. In fact, many of the
respondents made comments adjacent to this choice on the survey card strongly
indicating that race should not even have been a choice. Several respondents simply
wrote "N/A_ not applicable” next to this choice. More families agreed that racial
concerns were of least priotity than those who agreed that spirituzl enviconment was
of the highest priority.

3) A third conclusion of the survey found that most families who responded
spend between $2,000.00 and $3,000.00 per vear to send their children to an
Assemblies of God school with many others spending even hisher amounts on tuition
This 1s a sizable self~mposed tax which families appear willing to spend in order to
insure their right to choose their child's educational setting. One parent who
indicated spending more than $4,0600.00 per vear on tuition commented, ” s a big
sacrifice frnancially, but it's worth it!" Another parent said, "I fee! that T am getting
my money's worth, more than in public school."

4) A final conclusion which proved interesting is that the bulk of respondents
indicated that they lived in a community which could be described as suburban. Thig
would seem to demonstrate that public schools in suburban areas are not considered
to be any more desirable to these families than those which are in larpe populated
areas or in the inner city. Tt also indicates that the majority of respondents were not
atternpting to flee the inner city and problems associated with that type of educational

environment,
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implications for Future Rescarch:

Further research on this topie could include a survey which would be
expanded to inquire about the respondent's opinion of the public school in the
community where they live. A comparison could then be made between the public
school they would have or may have alveady utilized and the schaol which thev are
now attending Another question could be asked concerning the grade level of their
children in order to determine if there was a distinction regarding whick items are of
importance at different ages. Several respondenis in this survey mentioned their
desire for more Christian High Schools, indicating that their children were probably
eorolled in a K-8 setting at present.

It may also be interesting to devise a survey to inquire about deficiencies
within the Assembly of God schools, The Leikert scale that was used gave
mstructions for rating their child's school in & positive manner. There were no
options for a respondent to list any possible weaknesses in their choice of school. For
example, some respondents had indicated in the space provided for comments that
their private Christian school was Jacking in phyvsical education equipment and
tacilities,

Further research could also be done by expanding the survev to mnclude the
opinions of those famiiizs in other states, 1t is quite possible that the concerns of
families in New Jersey are different than those who live in other less densely
populated states, Also, those who reside in the southern and westsm regions of our
county may differ in their preferences from those who doricile in the Northeast. It
would also be interesting to compare this study with the results of families who have
enrolled their children in non-denominational Chyistian schools.

It is clear that there is 2 need for much further research in the area of school

choice. The information which would be gleaned from funire res=arch would be of
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value to all schools, public and private. Research similar to this study wonld assist atl
schools i determimng their strengths and weaknesses and in clanfying their mission
and purpose to their constituents. Further research like this wouid also enable
schoals 10 assess how they are achieving the goals which they have set for

themselves,
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APPENDIX



Michael Petrucci
16 Lynn Place
Swedesborg, NJ 08085
(609) d67-1631

MNovember 1996
Dear Pastor/School Administrator:

T am currently enralted i a Graduate Program at Rowan Collage of New Jersey. T
aft working on my Thesis for the partiat folfillment of graduation requiremenis, My

thesis requires not only Hterature review and library rescarch but also a survey similar to
that which i3 cnclosed.

I am enclosing an appropriate number of coverletier/survey postcards for the
parents of your schoo). If you would be so kind as to distribute these to vour school's
parents and urge tham to fellow through I will not only be able to praduate this coming
Spring but T will send you a summary of the survey which way kelp you to know why
families are chooging your school over public schoal. This should prove to be very
helpful for future marketing in 4 way, it will help you to kmaw for sure what your
school's stiengths are compared to public education.

When t had admimnistrated a Christian Academy [ was always wondering why our
parents chose ns. Sometimes I thought that T kmew and then other times [ was sure that it
was only a guess. 1am surveying all Assemblies of God schools in New Jersev and if you
will participate T will share my findmgs at no cost to you.

Please look over the attached information and distribule as soon as possible.
Shoukd you have any questions or need additional survey postcards please do not hesitate
1o contact me. Please distribote only one posteard per family. Tvery much appreciate
your heip in this endeavor,

Thank you and God Biess,

Michael Petryee

P.5. Please distribute no Jater than December 6.



Michael Petruce:
16 Lynn Place
Swedeshoro, NJ 08085
(609) 467-1483 |

November 1996
Dear Christian School Parent:

Your school's administrator has graciously permitted me to circutate the very
brief questionnaire attached to this cover letter, Please notice that there are only three
areas which need your response and these should take no more than 3 minutes of your
time,

The reason for this posteard questionnaire is two-fold. First, I need to cather the
information on the postcard in order to partially fulfill the requirements of the Graduate
Studies Program that 1 am enrolled in, The second purpose is to pravide your school, as
well as all other Assemblies of God sponsored schools in New Jersey, with a summary
explainng why families choose Christian Schools over public schools.

T belizgve that this information will be valuable ro vour school's administrator,
Thousands of these questionnaires have been mailed out this week and if each recipient
responds candidly and in a timely manner a summary of the information collectad will be
sent to each school at absolutely ne cost. T am personally wnderwriting the cost of
pontng and postage for this project.

Your mnmediate response to this survey Is exiremely important  Please take a few
minutes right now, respond to the questions on the posteard and deposit in vour ngarest
mail drop as soon as possible. Be assured that all individual responses will be kept in
stnct confidence and that only a summary of the survey will be forwarded to your schoal

Thank you, in advance, for your willmgness to help me ard your child's school.

Should you have any questions at all please do not hesitate ta call me at the
number above. Please complete only one posteard for your family.

Sincerely in Christ,

Michze! Petrucei
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