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ABSTRACT

corating L Skills into the Cultc h
Thomas E. Bowe Elementary School, 1997 Thesis Advisor: Dr. Lynn
Levy, 5chool and Public Librarianship, Rowan University.

Todd, Carol L.

The purpose of this thesis was to develop a library curriculum for grades four
through six for the Thomas E. Bowe Elementary School, Glassbora, New Jersey.

After many new additions of computer technology to the media center, such as
CD-ROMa, the Internet, and an on-Hne catalog, as well as changes in the New Jersey Core
Curriculum Standards, it was determined that the old eurriculum vwas out-dated and in
need of revision.

To determine what changes should be made in this curriculam, students and teach-
ers were surveved to assess their current and foture needs, Severad schools with sncoess-
fully imtegrated Library mnedra prograins were also visited so their programs could be seen
gttt evaluated for possible ideas.  Many boolss and journal articles pertaiming to the topic
were read for their insight and relevancy on integrating media/iechmology sklls with the
curricuivm.

The curriculum guide suggests ideas for integrating library/technology skills into
the school's curriculum. Increasing students’ awareness of, and ability 10 use, technology

will help to prepare them for the 21st century, a3 well a8 help to create life-long learners.



MINI-ABSTRACT

Todd, Carol L. Integrating Library and Technology Skills into the Curricnlum of the
+ 1997, Thesis Advisor: Dr. Lynne
Levy, School and Public Librarianship, Rowan University

The purpose of this thesis was to develop a ltbrary cunicuium for grades four
through six for the Thomas E. Bowe Elementary School, Glassbero, New Jersey.

Included in the new curriculum are skills necessary to use the new technology.
The curriculum also includes suggestions for incorporating these skills into the school
curriculum. Increasing students' awareness of, and ability to use, techmology will help

prepare them for the 21st century, as well ag help to create life-long learners.
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CHAPTER ONE
Introduction

Technology is playing 2 magor role in the media centers of many schools across the
country. The school where I am the media specialist, the Thomas E. Bowe Elementary
schoal, in Glasshoro, New Jersey, has entered the technology age as well. The resulting
problem with the new technology was how to incorporate this newly acquired technology
mta an already jam-packed curmculum. As a result of this projecr, 1 have created a new
curricubum that incorporates techmology into the library program, as well as inteprates it
with the school's core curriculum,

Increasing students' awareness of, and ability to usé, technology will help to pre-
pare them for the 215t century, as well as help to create life-long fearners, The goal is for
the students to see the relevance of the technology as it applies to research skills, reading,
and their general classroom instruction. Studies have shown that teaching library skills in
isolation hias no meaning for students. As a result, students should not see the media
center as just another special, but as an exciting, meaningful class that will open doors to

explorztion for them.

Thomas F. Bowe Elententary School

The Thomas E. Bowe Elementary School is a small school, grades four through
six, with approximately 560 students, located in Glassboro, New Jersey. Forty percent of
the school population qualify for basic skills instniction, with an additional 75 students
classified as perceptually impaired or emotionally disturbed. Drugs, violence and abuse

are everyday occurrences for many of our students. Consequently, teachers mmst be



creative and mativated in order to keep students in school and actively involved in their
education  These students need to leam how 1o become critical thinkers, problem solv-
ers, and anptyzerg of informaiion. Technology, when integrated with research and refer-
ence skills, can be exeiting, motivaling and meaningful.

At present, the library/media curnculum at the Bowe school is the standard,
out-dated curriculum of the 1980 The sehool is not state-of the-art technology-wise,
but we bave acquired several new Macintogh LC380's, a beginning CD-ROM collection,
and an Taternet connection. Full automation will aceur withim the mext vear or two. With
these additions, it is bard 10 fit the additional teckmology into the curriculnim,

Bowe School is also on a fixed scheduling system. This is a system where a class
of shuderts is scheduled to come into the library/media center for instruction in informa-
tion skills and book selection on a regular basia, most often weekly, and provides teachers
with preparation rime, "The school went from a flexibie schedule, which allowed the media
specialist and the classroom teacher me to plan and schedile topather for Wwstruction, and
allowed the library to be used according to need, to a fixed schedule two vears ago. This
change was implemented to give the teachers additiona) preparation time. As a result of
this fived schedule, there is very itls time for collaboration between the media spocialist
and the classroom teachers. This collaboration. would allow the media specialist and the
teacher 1o share the responsibility for planning both content and process goals for & unit of
study. Tt is still possible, however, for a program to combine library/rescarch skills with
technelogy to enbance the schoal's main curricutum, and make these new skills rlovant to

ot gtudents.

Schon! Visitations
Iu order to develop this new corricylum I wanted to visit several schools which are

demeonstrating excellence and innovation in their library/media programs.



The Hugh J. Boyd, Jr. Elementary School in Seaside Heights, New Jersey, is very
proud of its technology program. The school is a Kindergrrten throuph sixth prade school
that has just added & beautiful new addition which includes a brand new media center, A
stato-of-the-art computer lab is housed in the inedia center. The school is completely
nerworked and has Internet connections in every classroom Teachers are encouraged ta
learn the latest technolopics through networked lap-top computars, Thirty hours of
computer in-service time must be achieved throughout the year in arder to filfi]
cofiraciual agreements.

While I was impressed with the beanty and functionality of this school, T was dis-
appointed by the fact that they do not have a media gpecialist. A part-time aide handles
the students' fifteen mimite: per week book exchange time, replaces books on the shelves,
and {eneds o the needs of the automated Winnebago system. The computer teacher, who
i a certified media specialist, works with the computer classes, in-services teachers, and
maintains the network. A lierature teacher teaches library gkills end introduces new trade
books to the students in their classrooms. While all of this looked and sounded wonderful,
Feoulda't help but feel the media eanter wag being wasted. Tt should have been bustling
with activity, instead, it was quiet, books perfeetly aligned on the shelves, nat a chair ot
of place. Not quite what [ had in mind,

Clearview Regional high School, i Mullica Hill, New Jersey, is a excellent ex-
ample of 2 well nsed, technology-rich, media center. They have just completed their new
addition, which also incladed 4 state-of-the-art media center. While I realize this is a high
gchool, whose needs are quite differen: from an elementary school, many pood ideas were
gleaned from the visit.

The media speclalist believes in utilizing the media center 1o its utmast, ‘While 1
was not present while shidents were using the lbrary, I could imagine every computer and
work station being used; every seat accupied with students reading or doing research,

The media center was an attractive, well designed space for leaming.
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The third school visited was the Logan Township Elementary in Swedesboro, New
Jersey. This school was built six years ago with the intent of being a leader in the field of
technology. Tt was not & disappoiniment. The media center is filly automated with the
Winnebago systet, as well as completely networked throughout, A walt of computers
allow students to access information from CD-ROMSs, look up beoks and magazines, and
generate reports through word processing, An additional wall of computers in the back of
the media center allow Internet access at all times. All of the computers zre used
continuously throughout the day.

Logan has a fixed scheduling system for grades Kindergarten through four that
covers prep periods for classroom teachers, The two media specizlists are able to incor-
porate the necessary skills needed to use the library with the technology available to the
students. Grades five through eight have a flexible schedule where they use the media
center to work on projects they are covering in their classroom. The media specialists
work with classroom teachers to incorporate media/technology skills with the on-going
curricutum. I wag impressed with the ease and skifl that the students exhibited while using
the computers.

All three of these visits heiped me to envision what I want 1o achieve for my own
school's media curriculum. My goal is to develop a library/media program that will aid the
school to achieve the goals it has set for its curriculum, as well 2 io achieve the New
jersey Core Curriculum Standards, and to help students understand the importance and

reievance of these skills both now and into the future,
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CHAPTER TWO
Literature Review

As we approach the 213t century, the roles of the Media Center and the Library
Media Specialist are dramatically changing, As far back as 1988, Information Power
stated that "the rission of the library media program is to ensure that students and staff
are effective users of ideas and information” (American Association of School Librarians
and Association for Educationat Communications and Technology [AASL & AECT],
p.1). Never before has this mission been more of a challenge to fulfill than it is today.
Ninety percent of the world's information will reside in an electronic format by the end of
the decade. This underscores the importance of changing the curricuium focus from an
emphasis on knowing, to one of analysis, synthesis, and constructing personal meaning,
Johnson (1995) states that "we must move away from a dependence on textbooks to a
greater use of multiple resources for information” (p. 37).

Because of the influx of technology into our school library media programs we
must ingtruct our students and teachers on technology's use and how it fits into our
schools' curriculums. According to Jane Bandy Smith (1995), "a curriqsfum-hased fibrary
media program begins with the prescribed goals and abjectives of the instructional pro-
gram and fits resources and activities 1o that framework in wavs appropriate to each
learner's needs" (p. 2). The goal of imtegrating library media skills, technology, and the
curriculurn is to enhance and extend classtoom learning through a variety of resources and
te prepare sizdents for life-long learming and use of information sources (Smuth).

"The Jandscape of how information handling skills are viewed and taught is

changmg" (Jacobsen, 1993, p. 20). This is true in school library media centers every-
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where. No longer is the emphasis on how to use an index, card eatalog, or other reference
1001 10 locate information, but how 10 evaluale and use information that techinology lo-
cates or retrigves. Bucher (1994) notes that we hive moved from book cards to bar
codes; card eatalogs to automated on-line compurters, encyclopedias and perindic indexes
{o on-line and CD-ROM searches; notetaking and reports to hypermedia stacks
Agcordmg to Krieser and Horton (1993), "it is more ituportant to teach students
what to do with materials than 1o spend energy, effort and time on locaiing materials” (p.
362). Rather than et technology control the library, let it subiznce the library's role within
the school and work with the school's curriculum (Farmer, 1996). Qur mission, as stated
in Information Powear (AASL & AECT, 1988), is to provide resourees and sctvities that
contritate to lfi-long learning. One critical life-long learning skill is the ahility to aceess

information (Pappas, 1996).

Role of the Library Media Specialist

Library media specialists have 2 new role and must see themselves as a resource
For students and teachers wio need help with technology, as well as print materials
(Johnson, 1995), Media specialists can algo be referred to as instractional consultants or
teachers, since their role involves connecting eurricufum content to the appropriate re-
sourees and using a variety of computer related technologies 10 ercate and modify infor-
mation relevant to the learning styles of sfudents (Wright, 1993} Librarians, working
closely with classroom teachers, must help sdents develop a positive imape of the li-
brary. They must help students see the library as a tool (o help them access current and-
accurate information (Barron & Berper, 1995).

The media specialist must be the caratyst for a change fram the traditional Ebrary
skille curricutum by combining  knowledge of the school's curtcutum with 2n ninderstand-
ing of the mstructional and technical design process. A planned media program that sup-

ports the sechool's goals would ensble the media specialist to demonstrate the effectivencss



of the iibrary media program (Smith, 1995), Informatiog Power (AASL & AECT, 198%8)
states that "by assuning a leadership role in the use of technology in the school, the libraty
media specialist promotes effective use of instructional technologies and facilitates their

full integration into the curriculum” {p. 10).

Kechinology in the Media Center

Mediz centers today are in the nuddle of 4 barrage of technology, This technology
can help to make the media specialist's job more efficient with automation systems that
manage the circulation process with speed and accuracy and provide circulation statistics
ondemand, Time spent on overdue notices, typing and filing catalog cards and comple:-
ing inventories i3 greatly reduced. Collection development is enhanced by the ability 1o
generale collection statistics and thereby identify arens of need. Automated systems save
precions titne and afford the library media specialist an opportunity to focus on the needs
of students and teachers (Pappas, 1996). With this increased technolosical knowledge,
students neexd support and guidance to use these tools intelligently (Jacobsen, 1985},

CD-ROMs and on line databases are becoming commonpince for their research
capabilities in many libraty media centers today and will continue to be implemented gven
more g0 in the future. Reference tools such as encyclopediag, periodic indexes, atlases,
almanacs and news clipping services are all available on CD-ROM. This technolopy pro-
vides exciting resources for information access, problem solvine, eritical and creative
thinking and plobal communication (Pappas, 1996). Students who search electronic data-
bases today are: not limted to the subject vocabulary, but rather use keyword [unctions to
search through all the text of a database. 'This process enables information aceess with
great speed and produces aumerous references which ghifls the emphasis from kuowing

information to using information {Pappas).



With the large variety of CD-ROMs available, plus the staggering amount of in-
formation available in on-line databases, it has never been as importaut to integrate the k-
brary media center curriculum with that of the classroom. Far from being an "extra® {hing
to learn, computers and their fimctions are a systematic and integral part of the curricifm
{Jacobsen, 1995) that teach an important lifelong learning skill - the ability to access and
imterpret information (Pappas, 1996). Computer related technologies do not exist in igo-
lation; hawever, they are part of the whole network of the school and community com~
munications that when combined with resources in the library media center, are effective
anly if they are integrated into the cyrriculum of the schoal. Schools cannot afford 1o
have expensive technologies in the school or media center if they are not a vital part of the

instructional program (Wright, 1993).

Iategratior of the Classreom Curriculnm

For years libraty skills were taught in isolation in 4 rigidly sequential manner, dur-
ing a class period that was used to fill a preparation period for the classroom teacher. Lit-
tle or no communication existed between the media specialist and the teacher, usually be-
canse of lack of time. Studies have shown that these skills taught out of context held tittle
inganing for students, were deemed irrelevant, and lacked purpase. Accarding to Jane
Bandy Smith (1995), "the best way t¢ reach information skills is by imbedding or meshing
them with the classroom content” (p. 2). "Any activity of the school library media special-
i5t," as stated by Keith Wright (1993), "needs to be integrated inic the crriculum. ¥t is
past time for arguments about how and when to teach library media skills as higher order
information skills; such skills are meaningfi! ouly if taught in context of actual need for
that skill" (p. 39).

In order to implement an integrated curriculum, a flexible scheduling system

should be in place. Studies have found that fexible scheduling is best suited for Tmtegrat-



ing the library skills program into the curficulum. Rigid scheduling limits the time students
and classes are free to use the library (Willske & Peterson, 1993).

i flexible scheduling is not an option due to Bmited staff and/or fime constraints, a
successfully imtegrated Library media program can still be mplemeated. More and more
tibrary media specialists are finding ways to integrate library instruction into existing
courses in 4 manner that makes library resources and methadelogy for finding them an es-
sential and basic component of the course. Course integrated library nstruction requires
that the library media specialist and the classroom teacher work togéther closely in plan-
ung research assipnments and introducing students to the library {Ormondrovd, 1996).

Information skills are the mutual responsibility of teachers and library media special-
ists, and must be infused into instruction across the curriculum. Smdents need to knaw
how to identify a need for information; to locate, gather, and select relevant mnformarion;
aud to apply information to resolve an issue under question (Hubbard, 1996).

The purpose of integrating fbrary media skills into the curriculum is to extend and
enhance what is happening in each classroom. Library actvities should help to address
classraom events and instructional objectives. The activities shouid develap the learner's
skill in finding and using information, Aligning library activities with specific school ob-
Jectives enhances the value of library media services. Students learn thraugh finding their
OWn answers 10 questions (Smith, 1996). Library instruction that cuides students through
levels of infarmation to solve a problen or shape a topic enables them to use information
for learning (Hubbard, 1996). According to Wayne Moss (1990), "school library media
centers exist primarily to support the curriculum. More important, school Ebraries provide .
opportuaity for a variety of learners with a wide variety of leaming styles to make comtact
with the curriculum at different points, A curricalum nurtured by strong library services
sitould produce thoughtfil, knowledgeable ysers" (p. 17).

Working cooperatively with teachers, Kbrary media specialists can recommend

resources to be used in instruction, as well as identify appropriate points to infiise specific
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mformation skills (Tfubbard, 1996). According to Smith, (1995) “once a faculty hag expe-
tienced a curriculum based program, they understand its benefits “ar students and they
refuse going hack {0 a traditional approach” {(p. 2). As far back as 1978, J.8. Smith found
the development of fourth, fifth, and sixth grade smdents' compet=nee i research and
study skills to be mare effective when fnteprated with the curricuiom. Stuedents in curricu-
lum imtegrated library media programs have si pnificantly more positive attirudes about the
libtary media cener and reading than students in traditional library media programs
{Kreiser & Horton, 1993). Marjorie Pappas (1996) pois out that "a library supported
currictfum can make students aware that unlike ather Pastimes which erow boring as time
goes on, the enjoyment to be drawn from reading actually grows keener the logger one

practices it" (p. 16},

Huccess m Schools

The suceess of integrated hrary tedia/technolosy skills within the curticulum ro-
lise on cooperation between the library media specialist and the classroom teacher. Much
fisearch suppons this notion. Flexible schedufing is the ideal scheduling tool for allowing
indiviuel children, small groups, or the entire class to go to the madia center. 'Flexibk:
scheduling, along with the library media specialist's philosophy of rying iformation skillg
instruction to the curriculum are the major fheilitators in the syccess of any media program
{Solomon, 1994} A mentioned previou sly, however, not every school has the means o
provide flexible scheduling, Accommodations can still be made to succesgtully integrate
the library media program wirh the curricuhim, Technelogy has finally provided the taols
to enfiance this eurricular change (Pappas, 1996),

Success of Technolopy
The introduction of computer based tools for mformation aceess and tetrieval is an

integal part of the fbrary media center's offerings. Children are infraduced to encyclope-
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dias on CI-ROM when looking for facts abot people, places. or thgs {Solomon, 1994),
Students must have an understanding of the subject being searched on the CD-ROM. This
provides an excellent opportunity for inteprating CD-ROM search skills with Glassroom
mstruction, Students can see the value of CD-ROMs and internglize the slalls when they
are used to meet a specific need (Baumbach, 1990). According to Pelsma, Wood, and
Talab, (1990), "CD-ROM products offer a powerful aid in devaloping information litera-
Rire” {p. 52),

Students are introduced to on-ling searching when dealing with subjects that are
absent from tiw fibrary medin center's collection or when current information is required
(Soluman, 1994). Listservs are used to seek information about baoks and topics and to
COnnEGL Lo authors, Hustrators and pocts via the World Wide Web. (McElmeel 1996}

Many of the iewer technologies provide information for students with a wide va-
tiety of learning styles that are especially useful with coaperative leaming groups (Buchgr,
1324). The variety of ways in which information can be aceessed and manipulated gives
thie school library media specialigy oppartunitics to match the technologies with the learn-
ing style, experience and skill of individual students (Wright, 1993) Techoology infh-
ences curriculum and instruction by praviding tools and facititating active leatming, prob-
lem, solving and eritical/ereative thinking (Pappas, 1996).

Technology facilitates the management fiunctions of the libraty media center and
enables the lbrary media specialist to focus on learners (Pappas, 1996). According to
Keith Wright (1993), "the antomation of circulation and/ar the: catalog can allow the k-
braty media specialist to provide services, discover mformation not previously svailable,
and mogt important, better integrate schoot Hbrary media programs and resources into the
wstrectional program” {p. 90). Comsequently, the use of technology gives students better
access Lo mformatton and improves the manasement of library media centers (Willeke &

Petersen. 19957,

11



The growth it the use of technology that we read shout in journals is & daily part
of our working world (Skeele, 1996) The ability to condict 2 successfinl seareh is 2 skill
that i3 becoming essential in the school library media cenrer, It is also hecoming an impor-
tant part of many professions, since many businesses access databsses on a daily hagis
{Baumbach, 1990), It is our job as teachers and media specialists to make sure our sha-
dents are prepared for the fisture by assuring that these skills have meaning and purpose in

our eurficulums in order to carry the skills over into everyday Life.
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CHAPTLR THREE

Teacher and Student Survey

SUrveys were given (o the teachers and students of (he Thomas E. Bawe Elemen-

tary School 10 see how the media center was being utilized by both populations, Surveys

were given to twenty six faculry pembers, OF the twenty sT¥ surviys given out, scventeen

weaire elurned,

Teacher Svrveys

The following is a breakdown and discussion of the questians presented in the

teacher survey

Tahle 1

Question 1: Da you use the library media center for:

—,

Feachers | Tndividual | Scheduled | Scheduled | Scheduled | Class | Porsomal |
of students class class class Lac use

_grades sent - instnyetion | resesrch | circulation |

48 82% | 100% 71% 20% | 53w 82% |

Bowe school has a rigid schedule in place for libraty use. Lach class has a sched-

niett time for clnss instruction The problem arises whereby only half of each class has li-

brary msiruction per marking period. The other half'js scheduled for computer instuc-

tion. Classes switch each marking period. The media center has sit periods per week

open for book exchange and class use. 'While this is really not enough time, the periods

arc well used as you can see by the percentape of use. The tedia canter is frequently used

by teachers for Internet use, computer time, or book selection far wsit study

13



Table 2

Quéstion 2. Does the Media specialist consult with you for mstructional planning?

| Teachers of Individual Teacher Pert of a team |
| 4-6 507, 47% |

Due ta library classes covering teachers' prep periods, each teacher's class is scen
weekly and classes cover a set hibrary cunriculumn. Individual teachers meet with the media
specialist to discuss what resources are available for units of studs: their stsdents are
waorking on, Occasionally, the media specialist will meet with a team of teachers to dis-
cuss upcoming unirs and how to allow all students access to the materials. Lack of time,
as wall as rignd time constraints, prohubits collaborating more.,

Table 3

Question 3. In planning for instruction with your library media specialist, do you:

- Teachers . Hawe Iopromptu - Assistin | Ynvolve Have Inform
‘ of prades ‘ meetings | meetings | sclection &| LMS in - |diffcultyin]  LMS
evaluation | ingtruetion- | schedoling of
of materials al bbrary | asgun-
. activities ___ments
| 4-6 6% | 1% 53% 24%, 18% s |

Beeanse of ngid scheduling of classes, megting time is limited. Some teachers do
meet with the library media specialist informally to diseuss units of instruction. Teachers
are always given consideration when selecting materials. The media specialist keeps a
nunning ligt where teachers may make requests for materials throughout the vear, Several
teachers do try and involv¢ the LMS in their activities They make use of the apen time in
the media center and will ask the fibrarian (o instruct students on the use of 3 particular
reference book or piece of software, Accommodations can usually be made when g

teacher requests use of the media center. Teachers realize the small number of open peri-
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ods and adjust their schedules accordingly. As the results show, over half of the reachers
will make the Horarian aware of what the class is studying 5o that books and materisls cn

be zet aside

Question 4. Which of the following ttems do you consider essential for inclusion

in a revised cycricidum?

A Pars of a book H. CD-ROM services
B, Card catalog L. Internet services
(>, Fictior/nonfiction I, Periodicals
> Dewey Decimal System K. Reading motivation
E. Almanac L. Biographies
F. Encyclopedia, atlas, dictionary M. Bibliographic citations
(3. Geographical & hiographical N. Audiovisual materigls
chetionaries and equipment
Tabie 4

renerally speaking, ail teachers surveyed seemed to feel that all areas were impor-

tant to be inclyded in a new, revised curriculum. Surprigingly, the Dewey Decimal System
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was given ane of the lowest percentapes for addition into the new carrienhy, Do teach-
ers feel this is an outdared means of finding books, oris it that they do not completely un-
derstand it thomselves? The other area, Internet services, was atao given a fairly low per-
ventage considering ihe amount of workshops being given to teachers and siudents This
15 an area [ thouglt would be quite lugh. Again, there are many teachers who are afraid

of computers and the Enternet and T feel this could play a rele in how they view it in the

classroom and media cenrer,

Table 5
Question 5 1 your lbrary media center has a rigid schedule, arg there fimes, other

than your regularly scheduled time, when you would like to ysc the library ag follows:

E&nd individuals ffom your classroom for agn
extra book check out or research? '

send smmall graups from your classraom for 559
extra bool checkout or research? ¢
scheduled class visits {2 or more days in g 5334
row) for Teserrch? e

1t is evident that teachers want to use the media center on an as-needed hasis This
Is difficuh with rigidly scheduled classes The teachers have certzin periods during the
week when they can send stdents (o the media center. These periods are not always con-
varnent for many teachers. Accommadations are made for some teqchers, but that is not
always easy to do.

Teacher comments an the survey were very positive. Teachers basically fizal the
media center 15 moving forward into the age of techuology. They ar¢ happy to sec the

compulers being used with the students and foel the Ynternct is 2 welcome addition to the

school
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Smdent Surveys
Student surveys were given out to 50% of the student population in grades foor
fhrough six. This was easy to do a3 hall of the smdents have media cetrter, while the other
half has computer technologry. Students were encouraged to be honest and 1o names were
put on the surveys, only grade level,
Table &

Question 2: [ have been to our lbrary mecha center:

Grads by myself with 4 small with my with my
_group class grade
4th 39% 35% 100% 0%
] Sth 61% 52% 100% 0%
- Gth 61% 08%% 100% e

As indicated by the numbers, all students come to the media center for a scheduled
period of time with their class. There has never heen a Gme singe - bave been the media
specialist that an entire prade has been in the media center for any reason. There just jsn'
toom to house everyone. Students tend to come singly ¢t in small groups more often
when they get into the fifth and gixth grades. Regearch and projects are the motivating
factors for these extra trips to the media center,

Table 7

Question 3: I use our library media center

" Grade when T when1  |only when the for for
- teed Lo wantto | regt ofmy pleasure reports
class doeg rezding
_ ik 48% 21% 35% 25% 52%
_ 5th 61% 23% 41% 29% 71%
_ Gth 66%% 45% 3% 30% 78%
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Most students are able to get to the [ibrary when they need to look vp information
or exchange & book. They are not, however, allowed to come to the media center any
time they wish, The scheduling of classes leaves very little "free" time for students to use
the media center other than their repularly scheduled class time. Unfortunately, for many
stdeuts class time is the only time they van come to the media center Thei lunch may
interfere with the "open” tite. Some students are able to take advantage of the "open”
iime, which allows some to come to the library and read for pleasure. They may check
out a new book, stay and read, or enjoy the new mapazines. Happily, a high percentage of
studeiis do use the media center for reports. The numbers increasz ag the grades get

higher, abviously because more resenrcl) is expected of (ifth and sixth prade students,

Takle §

Question 4; 1 would use the media center moge often iF

© Grade | Lcould find | the LMC had | tie LMC had | the LMC was| 1 could come
i | the waterials |the materials T|the materials T opet: Jonger | during class
' and need like hours
information T

L nesd ;

Atk 40% 30% 43% 25% 51%
| 5tk 36% 23% 35% 40% 55%
o eth . 26% 8% 46% 23% | 53%

Many of the studenty questioned were unhappy with the bocks available in the
media center Their comments mentioned repeatedly that they did not like the worn out
books. 1 must also add that the younger children were generally more favorable in their
commenits about the media center. They liked the books and liked coming to the media

center. The fiflh and sixth praders were the harshest critics. An overwheting comment
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among these students was that they found the library skills classes "boring,” mainly be-
cause of the worksheets. This comment may reflect the need to move the library/media
classes into the new technology.

Fifty percent or more of the students said they would use the library more i they
could come during class. This shows a need for a schedule that will meet the needs of the
students and teachers. A flexible schedule would allow students to use the media center at
their time of need, when learning is most critical.

Another interesting comment was, "Why can't we use the computers more?" The
students want to use the computers, but becmise of our current curriculum, and owr
scheduling system, it is not easy to allow the students to have Fee access o the comput-
ers,

It is obvious that the students want to use the new technology. Tt is also obvious
that a new program mmst be designed to meet the needs of the students and faculty to in-

corporate new and exciting approaches to teaching these skills,
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CHAPTER FOUR
Information Skills Cywrricnlem

Curriculum Documentation
Curricnlum Area: Library Media Center InformationyTechnol rgy Skills

Grade Levels: Fourth through Sixth
Coarse Overview: The school library media center is 2 central rasoures ¢onlaining pring
and non-print materials inchiding elestronic resources. Tt serves the students and

professional stafl of the Thomas E. Bowe Elemnentary School,

The purpose of the bibrary media center is:
* 1o suppoert the currculum:
® 1o aggist students in becoming independent and effective users of library
materiaig;
» {0 enable sudents to become problems solvers, analyzers of information, aud
critical thinkgys, ,
e 1o lay a foundation for the lifelong enjoyment of reading and learmne,

It is imperative that information skills be taught in conjunction with the classroom
aurriculutz.  To be 3 successfil program. the combined efforts of the classroom teacher
and the media specialist are required to instruct students in techmiques of information

retrieval and applhication.
Course Ohjectives;

It is the desire of this program to provide:
* instruclion to become discriminating users of technology sourges,
= learning cxperiences to cucourage the application of technology,
understanding of the vahie of print sources, as well as non-print sourcss,

® 3 curriculim whick allows for development off competency in location skills, use of
reference materials, audio visual materials, and research skills,
*  students with exposure to quality literature.
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Course Ountline:

1

5%

.

Location Siatis

A Catalog

B. Fiction and Nonfiction
C. Dewey Decimal System
D. Reference Collection
E. Biographical Sources
F. Pericdicals

G, Indexes

Utilization
A, Evaluation and Selection Techniques
B. Research Techniques

C. Literature Appreciation

Technology

A Internet

B. CD-ROM
1. Electronic Encyclopedias
2. General References
3. Magazine Indexes

C. Audiovisual Materials and Equipment
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Method of Instraction
» Resource-based Instruction
s Demonstration
= Discussion
»  Cooperative Group Projects
o Individual Projects
¢ Information location
¢ Researching
@+ Reading

+ Wniting

Evaluwation
e Teacher Observation
o Project Evalation
o Student Evaluation

o Classroom Teacher Evaluation and Consultation
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LOCATION SKILLS

FOURTH GRADE

LCatalog

The shadent will ke abls 10:

+ use auther, title, and subject
searching technigues in locating
inaterials.

2 begin a keyword search.

+ use the cataleg to lacate sources.

Ficiion and Monlicton

Th student will be alde to:

s lpcpte ficton ond neidiction
books and use the nonfiction
collection as a source of
information,

Dewsy Decimei System
The student will be akle to :

o mnderatand that the purpase of the
Derwey Decimal System is 1o
classify by subject the nontiction
matzrials.

o  become familiar witi: the ton mwain
classes.

FIFTH GRADL

Catales

The stugeit will be able 1o

2 use subject, title, muthor, and
kevward searghing techniques in
locating meterials

Figtion and Monbiction

The student will be &ble to:

»  heginidentifving the vacous bypes
aof fiction genrzs: advenbure,
science, realissic, mystery,
historical, fantasy, sports,
hEMgIreus.

® sz the nonfiction collectior as a
saurce of informartian.

The sludens will be able ta:
¢ became familiar with the ten maio
classes

SIXTH ¢GRADE

Catalog

The student will be able tao:

e begin basic Boclean searching
lechmiqjues.

@ prepare a sunple bibliography
using information from the
catalog.

Fiction

The student will be able to:

o identify the different fypes of
fctien.

o use the nopficiion collection as a
source of inftrmaton.

Dewey Decival System
The student will be able 10:

= undersiand the teis main clpzscy.




LOCATION SKILLS

FOURTH GRADE

Reference Coliection
The student w3l ha ahie o :

know the difference bsiween the
refevence colleclion and 1he
repular collecficn.

1152 a garerg! informetion
encyclopedia to find mfermation
about a subject.

use the Kid's Almagag 1o locate
stalistics and facts,

The student will be asle 10 ;

defing biography and
eutobiogrrphy.

understand that biography is
shelvad alphabercally by sukject's
lzst name.

FIO'TH GRADE

Raf! ‘oiflection

The student will b2 able to

o  know rhat there are spacial
subject encyclepedias.

* use guide words in the
cncyclopadia

s begin using the almanes o locate
statistics and other ficts.

Eibliographic Seurces

"The student will ke abla 1o

2 define collective bicgraphy.

¢ lucate informetion aboant a person
in the collective biography
colleeton,

Indexss

The student wiil be able to:

» 5@ an encydopedia’s index in
orcler (o locate information.

SIX'FH GRADE

Reference Celiection
The student wili he ahle to -

4+

detennine the reference anurce
mosk appropriate for & specific
purpose.

comypare end contrast various sels
cf encyclopedias for purposes of
IeSSdArsh,

kocate information m reference
soLICed.

begin using a varisty of reference
sources for reporis and projects,

Tndexes
Tha stizdant will be able 1o:

<

use an encyclopedia's index in
crder to locate inform:aatiaii,




UTILIZATION SKILLS

FOURTH GRADE o
Bvaluation a:d Selection Technigues

The student will b able to:
o sclect a book for & specific

purpose.

Research Teghniques

The student will ke able to:

2 |ocate informafion it a general
encyclopedia.

2 |gcaie nenfiction books on 2
speciic topic,

Literature Appreciation

The student wiil be able 1o:

@ become Familiar with age
appropriate Newbery Award
winging and ALA aoiabls bocks.

FIFTH GRADE

Evaluption and Selestion Tachniques

The shaden? will be able ta:

® U8 varicus paris of the book to
locate and dogument information,

Ressar bni

The student will be #ble o

e research a topic using more than
ane seuree and compile the
mforration into a short repost.

Litersture Appreciation

The student will be able ta:

&  become Bamiliar with 2 Newbery
Awerd winning book.

SINTH GRADT

The stucest will ke able to:

o begin ba use discrimination in
selecting books and periodicals 1o
read.

o select books for leisure reading
from a variety of gexres.

Besgarch Techniques

The student will be able ta:

o present infeneation in 4 written
repart or eral presentation.,

e make 4 bibliagraphy of auther,
title, publister, and copyright date
for vesesrch assignments with the
assistance of the library mediz
specialist,

Literature Apprecigtion

The student will be able to:

o read and enjoy 2 Newbery Award
winning boak.




TECHNOLOGY SKILLS

FOURTH GRADE
Inteinet
The student witl be alile to:
e zocass tie Internet with assistance
froim the mediz specialist.

CD-ROM:

Encycloped:

The student will be able io:

& access articles by browsing titlss
and usmg the word index witk the
assistance of the media specizlist.

(reneral Referenca
The student will he able to;

2 access informatian by browsing
titles and word indexes with
essistance |

FIFTH GRADE

Intzmet
The student wilt he ghle (o

s aceess 1he Enternet with assistance
fram the media specizalist.

EILEQM:_

The stucdent will be ablz to:

a  access arlicles by brovsing titles
and using the word index with the
assistance of the media specialist,

General Referenca

The student will be able to:

s socoss inforimaticn by boowsing
fithes and word indexes with
assistance |

SIXTH GRADE

Izternet

The studant will be abie ta:

@ nocess the Internet independenthy.

e conduct basic keyword searches
to leeate informabion for research
purposes.

CD-ROM:

Encvclopedia

The stadent will be zblks to

s access articles independently by
using the itk and werd dex

+ complets & word search {o locate
information,

Gengral Refergnce

Thie scudent will be able to:

¢ aceoss intorinaiion by browsing
tithes and word indexes
indeperdently.




TECHNOLOGY SKILLS

FOURTH GRADE FIFTH GRADE SIX'TH GRADE
Audiovisuz? Materials and Equipment Mzgazine Indexes
The student will he abie to: The studert will be able to:
* load a video camera and record » begin searching the EBSCOHost

megezine index by subject with
asaistauce by the media specialist,

Audievisual Materials and Equipment
The sthadent will be akle to;

+ create 4 project to be videotapad
using a script and storvboard,

a  exhibit final produst to
classmates.

e design a Ebrary skills lesson using
ke overhead projector,




Student Application Seogestions

The following lessons exemplify integration between library/technology skifls and
the classroom curriculum. They are merely suggestions as to what can be dove to
integrate library media skills with the classroom. In order to have integration between
these two areas, collaboration between the classroom teacher and the media specialist is

inperative.

Fourth Grade;

Science Application:

The students will work in a cooperative group to prepare a three dimensional
project depicting the solar system using:

¢ the card catalog for selecting non-fiction books.

o (CD-ROM encyclopedias.

o relative web-sites on the Internet with assistance by the media specialist.

Social Studies Application:

The students will work iz cooperative groups to research the various geographical
regions of New Jersey using:

¢ the card catalog to select appropriate non-fiction baoks.

¢ CD-ROM encvclopedias and atlases.

 the Internet with assistance from the media specialist,

b
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Fifth Grade:

Social Studies Application:

The studests will work independently to research an explorer and write a one page
Teport using:

s biographical sources,

¢ pon-fiction materials.

s The Internet with assistance from the media specialist.

s  CD-ROM encyclopedias.

Science Applications:

Warking in cooperative groups, students will research a system of the human body
and give an oral presentation to the class using diagrams. This project will be
aceoinplished using:

s non-fiction materials.

s CD-ROM encyclopedias.

¢ The Hixman Body CD-ROM.

+ the Internet with assistance from the media specialist.
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Sixth Grade;

Reading Application:
Each student will choose & Newbery Award winning book and prepare an oral

presentation. 10 be videotaped by another student and later presented to the fifth grade

class. This will be accomplished by:

@  searching the card catalog for Newbery Award winning books.
o using the word processor to prepare their written reports.

o learnmg to load and shoot the video camera.

Science Application:

Students will research a science fair topic using;
a the card catalog.

o CD-ROMs.

¢ the Internet.

Social Stadies Application:

The students will prepare a three page research paper on a topic pertaining 1o

- This will be accomplished by:

e using the card catalog to search for non-fiction books.
# using CD-ROM encyclopedias.
s using the Internet,

¢ using the EBSCOHost magazine index.

¢ preparing a bibhography.
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APPENIIX A

THOMAS E. BOWE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
STUDENT SURVEY

1 I am in grade

g

I have been to our library mediz center:
by myself,
with a small group.
with my class.
with my prade.

3. 1 use our library media center:
when [ need to.
when I want to.
only when the rest of my class does.
for pleasure reading.
for reports.

4, I would use the library media center more often ift
I could find the materials and information [ need.
the library media center had the materials I need.
the library media center had the materials I like.
the library media center was open longer hours.
I could come during class.

5. ‘What I like best about our library media cenier is

6. What I like least about our library media center is

Buchanan Jay. (1991). Flexible Acgess Library Media Programs. Englewood,
Colorado: Libranes Unlimited, 34,
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APPENDIX B
THOMAS E. BOWE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
TEACHER SURVEY

1 am cucrently working on my Master's Thesls. This survey is part of my work for

the thesis. It would be so helpfid if you would complete this survey and retum it to me as
soorn as possible. Thank you.

Name (optional):

Grade:

1

Do you use the library media center for:
___individuals sent from your classroom for book checkout or research?
scheduled class visits for instruction?
... scheduled class visits for research?
_ scheduled class visits for circulation?
—_class use (videos, guest speaker, etc.)?
your own use?
__ other? Please explain

Proes the library media specialist consult with you for instructional
planming as:
_individual teacher?

part of a unit?

In planning for instruction with your Library Media Specialist, do you

___have unit meetings that your LMS may attend as necessary?

_____have impramtu meetings for planning?

_ &sstst in selection and evalnation of materials?

—_mmvolve the LMS in instructional activities using library media
materials/technolosy?

___have difficulty in scheduling the brary media center for lessons
or units planned?

inform the LMS of assigiments that call for the use of media
resources?

Whach of the following items do vou consider essential for inclusion
in a revised curriculum?
parts of a book?
____card cataiog?
____ fiction/nonfiction?
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.. Dewey Decimal System?

. Almange?

____ Encyclepedia, Atlas, Dictionary®

___%eographical and Biographical Dictionaries?

~ CD-ROM cervices (Encyclopedia, Atlas, etc.)?

- Internet services?

_ Penodicals (newenapere and masazines)?

~ Readine motivation {such 25 contests, author shadies 2nd
hooktalks)y?

____ DBicgraphica?

____Bibliography citations?

___Audiovisual maienais and equpment?

5 If your library media center has a rigid scheduie, are there g,
ather than vour regularly scheduled time, when you would fike to
use the hbrary ag follows:
__send individuals from your classroom for exira book check out or
research?
_send small groups from your classroom for extra book check out or
research?

scheduled class visits (2 or more dava in & row) for research?

Comments and suggestions:

Buchanan, Jay. (1991). Flexible Agcess Library Media Programs.

Englewood, Coioradg: Libraries Unlimited, Inc., 34,
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