Rowan University

Rowan Digital Works

Theses and Dissertations

4-17-1997

Integrating technology into the library curriculum of grades four
through eight for the Lower Alloways Creek Elementary School

Deborah A. Wesolek
Rowan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://rdw.rowan.edu/etd

6‘ Part of the Library and Information Science Commons

Recommended Citation

Wesolek, Deborah A., "Integrating technology into the library curriculum of grades four through eight for
the Lower Alloways Creek Elementary School" (1997). Theses and Dissertations. 2127.
https://rdw.rowan.edu/etd/2127

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by Rowan Digital Works. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Theses and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of Rowan Digital Works. For more information, please
contact graduateresearch@rowan.edu.


https://rdw.rowan.edu/
https://rdw.rowan.edu/etd
https://rdw.rowan.edu/etd?utm_source=rdw.rowan.edu%2Fetd%2F2127&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1018?utm_source=rdw.rowan.edu%2Fetd%2F2127&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://rdw.rowan.edu/etd/2127?utm_source=rdw.rowan.edu%2Fetd%2F2127&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:graduateresearch@rowan.edu

INTEGRATING TECHNCQLOHGY INTO THE LIBRARY CURRICULUM
OF GRADES FOUR THROUGH EIGHT FOR
THE LOWER ALLOWAYS CREEK

ELEMENTARY SCIHOOL

by
Deborah A Wesolel:

A Thesis

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements of the
Moaster of Aris Degree in the Graduate Schanl
of Rowan Lniversity
May 1997

Appraved by oo
Professor

Date Approved /2 gs. & 2, LETT




ABSTRACT

Wesolek, Debarah A Integrating Technology into the Libeary oot of
1ph Bieht for the Lower, At Creek
1997 Thesis Acvisor Dr, Lyme Levy:
School and Public Librananship, Rowan Eniversity

The purpose of this thesis is to develop a library curfienhim guide for prades four
through eight for the Lower Alloways Creck Elementary School, Salem, New Jersey.

Prior to thig suide, the library cummiculum for Lower Alloways Creck Elementary
School cangisted of an outdated skills array. It oo longer met the nesds of the siudents of
the stafl of the school. With the addition of an automated cireulation and cataloo system,
as well s CD-ROM, and the Internet, it becares clear that the cursiculum must be
redeveloped, revised and thoroughly updated to inchide theas new techpolopgies, This will
73515t in the preparation of the students ta yse technolopy and funciion effectively in the
twenty-first century,

To deternune what clements should be included n the new muds, the terature
wag searched 1o establish what was being done in other locations throushout the counbry.
Students and teachers were surveyved to ascertain their needs for the media center Area
schools were also visited to witness first-hand the integration of technology skills with the
library/media curricubam:

The result is a curmicuiwm guide that will assist Lower Alloways Creek Elementary
School in preparing students io eflectively and efliciently use the library/media ceniers of

today and tomomow,



MINI-ABSTRACT

Wesolek, Deborah A.

Elementary Schaol, 1997, Thesis Adwsv;:-r Dr. Lynne Levy;
School and Public Librarianstnp, Rowan University.

The purpose of this thesis was to develop a library corriculum guide for grades
tour through eight of the Lower Alloways Creek Elementary School, Salem, New Jersey,
that meets the needs of the students and staff of the schogl.

The guide integrates skills necessary to use the new teckmology presently available
i the school district with the traditional library skills program. It also correlates these
sidlls with regular classroom application



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I would hike to express my appreciation to my husband, Art, and my children Kate
and Andrew, who have been extremely patient and understanding during the last five vears
while I pursued my degree in School and Public Librarianship, Without their support, this
vwould not have been possible.

I would also like to thank Ms. Regina Pauly who gave me the encouragement to
continue my studies. And a special thanks to Dr. Lynne Levy who helped to bring this

thesis together.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER
I INTRODUCTION...
School and Dlstnct Backgmund
School ‘.ﬁsntatmns
Methods... ... e
Goal.....ooe

The Library Media Specialist....

The Library Media Center ...
Technelogy and the Library Medla Cemer SRR
Integratgon with the Curriculum

Successful Integrations with Technology
Successfil Integrations with the Cumculum.

Teacher Surveys .
Student Surveys

4. CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT .......oooeei oo
OIVEIVIEW e s e e et
Chjectives...

Outline... .
Method c:-flnstrucncn
Evaluatien
Location Skills ... e
Utilization Skdlls.... ... e,
Technology Slalls......... .
Classroom Application ..o o

APPENDICES

i

Page

v

U o B e e

b ped T GG ] Ch Ch

LS e

14

1%

23
23

-
2

24
23
25
26
30
32
34

37

39

40

42



Table

19

LIST OF TABLES

Page

‘Teacher Survey, Question 1: Do you use the library media
L o o TP PTRRP - |

Teacher Survey, Ouestion 2: Does the hbraxy media Speclallsi
consult with you for instruchional planning as._ ST £

Teacher Survey, Question 3. Lt planning for instruction with
your hibrary media speciabist, do you ..o 16

Teacher Survey, Question 4: Which of the following items do
you congider essential for inclusion in the revised
Teacher Survey, Question 5. Type of scheduling. ............... 12

Student Survey, Question 1: T have been to our libeary
media center............... BT e — 19

Student Survey, Question 2- T use our library redia

Student Survey, Question 3: T would use the library media
centermore oftenif .. 2D

Student Survey, Question 4 What | like best about our
Lbrary media cemter ..o, 21

Student Survey, Question 5. Whai I like least about our library
Media CEntEr 18, .........o e 22

iv



CHAPTER ONE
Introduction

In 1992 T became the librarian for the TLower Alloways Creek Flementary School
At that fime, the library/media curmriculum was nothing but an out-dated sldlls armey = The
librarian turn-over rate had been such that no one was inclined to update it. Tn the past
five years, however, the cataloging and circulation systems have been mutomated; fwo
Macintosh 1.C575s and three Compag computers with a variety of reference CDxs for each;
and an Tntermet access has been added. Thue to the increased use of technology in the
ithrary media center, 1t is necessary for the cumiculum io be redeveloped, revised and
thoroughly updaied. This will assist in the preparation of the siudents to use technology

and tunction effectively in the twenty-first century.

Schoot and Disirict Background

Lower Alloways Creek Elementary School 18 located m roral Salem County, New
darsey The mmmicipality of Lower Alloways Creek is approximately 47 aquare miles and
borders the communities of Elsinboro, Qamton, Stow Creek, Greenwich, and Salem City,
glang with the Delaware River, It 13 home to 1,700 residents, of whomn neardy 26% are
Caucasian, followed by 4% African-American and other races. I is 2 "warking class"
community with many of its inhabitants farmers, trappers, or blue-collar workers in area
mdustrics of emploved by the local nuclear power plant. Aside fom the local seneral
store, all shopping must be done st nearby communities, with the closest being
approximately ten ta fifteen miles away.

The district is 2 ene-school district. It provides 2 comprchensive education for
students from pre-kindergarten through grade eight  Upon completion of their elementary

education most students attend public high school in the city of Salem. However, some
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parents prefer to send their children to private schools, including St James, located m
Carneys Point, New Jersey, and Park Bible Academy located in Penngville, New Jersey,
Beginning in the 1997-1998 school vear, students successtully completing their elementary
education in the Lower Alloways Creek Elementary School may aoply to ong of the Salem
Coutty Academy Programs offered through the Salem County Vocational School.

During the 1996-1997 school year, approximately 228 students attended school in
Lower Alloways Creek School. There were two classes per grade level, with the
exception of single classes for the second and eighth grades for that year. The average
class size was thirteen students. The school offered a gified and talented program, primary
and intermediate resource cenier programs for studemiz who are ideniified with special
educational needs, family and consumer sciences, industrial ars, music, art, physical
education, health, and Library classes. Speech comection and basic skills programs wors
atso pravided 10 studems who were identified as needing these sermvices.

Muogt of the smdents do not have gxposure to any library other than the ane in the
Lowsar Alloways Creek School until their high school or college library. Tt is the
respansibility of the school to expose these students to as much technology and reference
skills as possible. As the 21si cemiury approaches, it has becomes increasingly miore
important for the studenis {o know how to use these technologes) chanses and (o be able

to apply them toward their studies and thetr firires.

School Visitations

To witness how other schonl distriets in Southern New Jersey were integrating
technology into their library/media curriculums, several school visitations were made. The
schouls included Hugh J. Bovyd, Jr. Scheol, Clearview High School, Lopgan Elementary
School, and Woodstown Middle Sehool  Each school has its own unique way of
incorporating the new technalogy skills with the standard library/media cumiculum. These
observaiions are documented in the following paragraphs.
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The Hugh J. Boyd, Ir. Scheol in Seaside Heights is an example of a small district
embracing technology. Unfortunately, they did so at the cost of their library program. In
lies of 2 media specialist, & library clerk was hired to supervise the weekly fifteen minute
per class book selection time. A literature teacher was hired to go into the classroom to
teach basic library skills and to work with trade books. A technology instructor was
placed in charge of the computer lab (which was Jocated in the media center), and to also
assist the teachers with their technological needs. While the media center is beautiful, the
books appear umtouched. The educational emphasis had changed from books to
computers whenever possible. Print reference books were only purchased if the CD-ROM
was unavailable. The entire school 18 networked {o these references which further took
away the need to leamn to research ar a media center,

Logan Township Elementary Schocl in Swedeshoro iz a mural school district of
kinderparten to grade eight. Their approach to technology is different than that of the
Seaside Heights School District, Here, there are two hbrarians sharing the workload. The
kindergarten through grade four functions on a fixed schedule whils the fifth through eight
grades are on a flexible schedule. For the latter, the media specialist works with the
teacher t0 determine when and what skills will be introduced while the former serves as a
preparation time for the classroom teacher.

The computers are networked throughout the school. The network containg the
Internet, various CD-ROMs, the library catalog and E-mail. In the media center itself
there are 12 computers available for student use which allows access to magazine indexes
as well 2s a vaniety of other references. Eight other computers are reserved for Faternet
access only,

Logan Elementary has been able to successfully merge the new technology 1.l.'«'i“cl'l
the standard primt reference books The fixed schedule for the younger grades allows for
the instruction of basic library skills, while the flexible scheduling for the upper grades
allows for the introduction of greater technelogical skills.
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Woodstown-Pilesgrove Middle School, located in the borough of Woodstown, has
has also scen the need to combine technology with the media skills program  The
technology cocrdinator and the media specialist have worked toseiher to instruct the
students on the research techniques of the library and computer. They then guide the
students in the ways in which o combine these skills to produce research papers  This
merging of the library class and the eomputer class began as a silot for the seventh and
cighth grade students for the 1996-1997 school and will expand to include all of the
middle school for the fallowing year.

Alihough it is a high school rather than a middle school Clearview High School
Media Center of Mullica Hill is a1 excellent example of the integration of technalogy wath
the basie library/media program. The media specialist helped to dasign a highly finctional
and integrated library.  The clectronic catalogs are easily accessible, vet far enoush away
from the study area 5o as not to disturb others. Flectronic gources are availzble inchading
SOIOURN, SIRS Researcher, INFOTRAC for biology and health indexes, Newshank
and government documents, as well as a varicty of other databasss pertinent Lo the high
school level  The media specialist has also limited the number of encyclopedias on CD-
ROM, feeling that the primt versions were available and students needed to uitize them o
addition to the computers. This heips to remind students that there are wanderfitl sourees

available off the computer as well as on.

Methods

The following chapters describe in detail the methods used to develop the new
curricudum for the Lower Alloways Elementary School Bbrary/media proerag, In addition
to the school visitations listed above, a complete study of the literature was conducted.
This verified the need (o redevelop the present curriculum at the T.ower Alloways Creek
Elementary Scheol.



Chapter Three details the results of the student and teacher surveys that convey the
ideas and sugpestions of the students and the teachers as to the lugh and low peints of the
present librarv/media program. Ideas were offered as to what the teachers and the
students felt were important aspects of instruction that needed to be included in the
development of the curmiculum.

Finally, combining information gleaned from all of the above, a new curriculum for
the Lower Alloways Creek Elementary was developed. The resulting cumiculum may be

found in Chapter Four.

Goal

The goal of the revised curriculum is to develop a library/media program that wiit
assist Lower Alloways Creek Elemeniary School in achievizg the core curmiculum
standards established by the State of New Jersey and to prepars students o effectively and

efficiently use the iibrary/media centers of the next century.



CHAPTER TWO
Literature Search

Ag  the journey to the twenry-first contury unfolds, schools are adapting 1o
necessary change and restructuring themselves. This change sad restructuring is most
evident in the school library and with the school library media specialist.  Even m 1988,
Informaton, Power observed that “the proliferation of mformation resources and the
development of new technologies have brondened and redefined the mission of the schoal
library media program and the role of the media specinlists” (Wright, 1993, p. 22). As 2
result, Information. Power  challenged the library media specialist to provide leadership
and expertise in the use of information and instructional technelogies (Wrighr).

The Libeary Media Specialist

According to Linda Roberts {1996), Director of the United States Depariment of
Education's Office of Educational Technology, the position of the schoal library mediz
specialist has evolved and continues to do 30 from the time when he/she was considercd
simply the caretaker of the book selection. Librariang' roleg are now enhanced by the tools
of the information age and the resources thal are now available (Roberts). Library media
speciatials are now information praviders, congsultants, curriculzm activists, instructors,
designers, instructional leaders, production specialists and most important of all - teachers
(kreiser and Hortin, 1992) Today, classroom teachers ask the library media specialist
how to get on-line, how ta link studants up 10 other classrooms and resources, and how (o
find appropriate materials, rather than just a good book (0 read (Foberts).

Tt has been spid that school library media specialists are {9 be commended for the

speed with which they have acquired computer skills and have become involved with



computer use in their schoels. No other group of educators has come so far in embracing
and applying technology (Eisenberg, 1990). Along with guiding the students in the ways
of the new technology, the library media specialist also has to do all he/she can do to help

teachers be comfortable and competent in the uses of technology.

The Library Media Center

While the role of the library media specialist is changinz, so is the role of the
school library media center. In the restructured school, the schoot library is an information
utility (Barron and Bergen, 1992). School libraries are no longer just warehouses of
materials or convenient schedulmg slots to give teachers planning periods (Barron and
Bergen). What was once a single format book room has become a center with a
bewildering array of information resources, many of which are totally dependent on some
form of technology (Wright, 1993). The centers have become key places where skills and
resources are integrated to provide students with access to information about a wide
variety of subjects. (Hubbard, 1987).

We are living in an mformation society which implies the necessity to deal with a
barrage of information skillfully and appropriately (Hubbard, 1937). The school library's
mission is to provide the facility, resources, and services whersby students can access
information and become discriminating consumers and ecreators of information (Alkin
1992). The school library experience should contribute to a student's lifelong learning
{Alkin).

If we are committed to achieving the National Education Goals, the need for
strong vital school library media programs is clear {Wilford, 1993}, In order to meet the
goals by the year 2000, students will need to develop the ability o access, evaluate, and
use information. A blend of technology and access to a wide variety of resources is
required (Wilford). The job of the librarian is not to know evervihing, but 1o know how
to find information (Bucher, 1994),



Technolopy and the Library Media Center

Prior to 1980, few educators, library media specialists, or lay persons, had direct
contact with computers fEisenberg, 1990). Now, computer-basad aystems such as lbrary
circulation, the eatalog, and reference tools that were previously found within large
academic or research libraries only, are increasingly found m E-12 schools. On-line
daiabases searching for bibliographic acoess to periodicals are row part of the library
media skalls curricula in & number of states (Tisenberg). The emphasis is no longer on
how 1o use an index, card catalog or other reference iool, but how to locate all types of
information (Bucher, 1994)

Technology has provided the school lbrary media apecialist with unprecedented
opportunitics and challenges (Wilford, 1993) as they provide leadership for the smidents
and staff Linda Roberts states that from 1994 to 1996 there was an increase from one
third to more than one-half of the schaols reporting access to computers, including CD-
ROM and the Internet (Roberts, 1996). With this in mind, the library program 18 to meet
the miormation needs of the users (Eisenberg, 1990), to help close the gap of the "haves"
and "have-nots” with cluldren (Mondowney, 1996). The lbrary program needs to always
constder the technology from the perspective as to what it ¢an do for its users (Eisenberg).
Cuoly with eves open can intelligent choices about electronic technology and how 1o yse i
ta its best advantape in education be made (Olsor, 1996).

The focus in the library media center i3 now on how to evaluate and use the
information that technology locates and retrieves (Bucher, 1994) The CD-ROM offers
library media specialists access to @ massive amount of information contained in a small
space that can be easily and quickly retrieved (Bawmbach, 1990). The presence of the
CB-ROM in the library media center provides a posttive perception of the schaal Fbrary

media specialist a5 an innovator, as & leader in the area of new and emerging technologies



and as an educator interested in meeting the needs of the schools studens and faculty
{Baumbach).

Automation opens up 50 maty opportunities and makes so much possible that the
librarian's job is more complex than it ever was (Wilford, 1993] Forhes magazine has
even suggested that librarians change their title to "Cybradians” (Bucher, 1994) 1o reflect
their new role in the library media center. However, it 18 also suggested that librarians can
suffir liom "technostress” which is the result of the {ibrariau's job becoming more
complex. Librarians now tune the satellite dish, instruct teachers ‘n the wse of videodiscs,
teach students to use CD-ROMSs, plan cooperative lessons with teachers, maintain
automated library management systems, and select materials for the collection (Bucher)

Technology is playing and will continue to play a key role in providing access to
the information critical to the development of tomorrow's leaders (Wilford, 1993). With
that in mind, the most important role that the modern school librarr media speciatist bas to
play is that of partner to the other members of the instructional tezm (Barron and Berpen,
1992). To do so, the school library media specialist needs 1o help teachers integrate the
use of the information resources into classroom presentations, assisnmenis and

reinforcement activities (Barron and Bergen).

Integration witl the Currienlum

As early as the 1960's, Standards for School Library Programs recommended that
principals, teachers and librasians plan an mtegrated program of Hbrary instruction for all
grades (Kreiser and Hortin, 1992) A cuniculum integrated library media program is
designed to allow the library media specialist to 1each library skills, information resources,
library operations and all kinds of knowledge in eonjunciion with classtoom teacher
(Kreiser and Hortin). Information skilla should not be taught ir isolation because they
have no meaning iy that context {Smith, 1995), A library supported curricyluin can make
students aware that, ynlike other hobbies or pasttimes which may grow boring 4s lime

9



£0¢s on, the egjovment to be drawn from reading actizally grows iceeper (Moss, 1990). A
curiculum nurtured by strong library services should produce thoughtful. knowledgeabla
users (Maoss).

The mission of 2 true media program - to coswie thal studenis and staff are
efeetive users of ideas and information - cannot be carried oyt sifectively iF it is divided
inta separaie hbrary, audiovisual, and computer programs (Jobuson, 1995). It has been
diseovered that people leamn best when they relate present learning to past leaming and
experience of creaie connections to the knowledge and experiences of other areas
(Haycock, 1958). It has also heen established that students have 2 more positive attituds
wward an integrated Hbrary media program than with traditions] proorams (Kreiser and
Hortin, 1993) and that students don't use the library when the surricnkem and teaching
methnds don't demand reading and research. (Moss, 1990),

The schoel library media center should exist solely to sunport the cumiculum and
to provide apportunitics to students with different learning styles (Moss, 1990},
Instructional objectives involving conrent acquisition and inforrmation skill development
are gimilgr for a variety of courses (Smith, 1995). ‘With the lfiersture consistemly
recommending mtesration with the curriculum (Kreiser and Tortin, 1992}, it is clesr that
the library i5 nothing less than the conscience of the school curriculum (Moss) and must be

tauphit a5 such.

Auccessful Integrations with Technology

It has become clear that while bardware and software are (eeessary components, it
i5 the determined creativity of the educzior that provides the impetus for inteprating
computers into leaming (McElmeel, 1996), Throughout the coumtry many Ibrary media
centers and library media specialists are making the ngeessary adzpiations to provide that
impets  In Mankato, Minnesota, the school district has moved il the comparter labs o
or adjacent to the main reading areas so that the librarian can help supervise and teach

10



compuier-assisted information skills. This combined library, andiovisual, and computer
program has produced a unified resource (Johnson, 1995). The Mankato district has also
supplied all media centers with cable TV, a fax, and a modem. This allows the libratians
to continue their commitment to keeping the media center the informational heart of the
school, while a network makes the entire school a virtual library (Johnson).

Vicki Sweet, an educaticnal media specialist at Mountain Way Schoeol in Mornis
Plains, New Jersey, has done cuite a bit with her fmited resources. Sweet has a media
center with only two computers. She has dedicated one to the circulation program and the
cther she has dubbed "have computer, will ttavel.” Each week she rolls the computer into
various classrooms for instruction. One excellent example is her language arts enrichment
program for second grade. She and the students develop a Hyperstudio presentation that
the parents are mvited to see at its completion (McElmeel, 1996).

Although the Internet is making an impact on horary media centers, it is often
difficult to know how best to instruct students on the ways and means of inforrmation
acoess. One school requires that students acquire a "drivers ficens2" for the Internet. This
is achieved by working in small groups aver a five to eight week period Adult
volunteers, previously trained con the Internet, assist the media specialist. Each session
concentrates on a different area of the Internet such as E-matl, on-line ¢hat, Veromca,
FTIP, Telnet, and the Web. Upon completion, studemis receive their license to "surf the
net” (Mondowney, 1996).

High School American Government classes in Juneau, Alasa, are taught about the
vartous search tools and means to retrieve information. They have discovered it a good
source for current events, but it is not necessarily as helpful with histery. They are also
learning to evaluate the quality of information, as they discover that there is a lot of glitz

on the Internet which is not always meaty {Symons, 1996).
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Successful Intepration with the Curriculum

Libraries tend to be etther wholly integrated with the school and its curticulum or
situated completely outside it (Jacobson, 1995). The more removed from technology the
hbranes are, the more marginalized they are from school life (Jacobson). Thus, it is
critical that the library media center become integrated with the school curriculum in order
ta best serve the students.

The concept of curriculum integrated, or resource based, ibrary media programs is
not new; jt began in the early 1960's (Krieser and Hortin, 1993) The cooperative
program is an example of curriculum integration. It is a strategy or approach to teaching
and leamning (Tiaycock, 1988) where librarans and classrcom teachers share the
responsibility for teaching through integrated units in content arezs (Johnsom, 1995). The
teachers and librarians work together from the beginning of the lesson to best instruct and
guide students toward objectives (Johnsen). This resulis in maximum use of all school
resources, assurance of integration of information across the curdenlum: and the
guarantee of successful learning experiences (Johnson). The cooperation between
energetic librarians and like-minded classroom instructors has been known to result in a
seamless power house greater than the sum of an individual's effor:s (Jacobson, 1995),

The school district of Lincoln, Nebraska recently underwant a realignment of the
medie center with the curmmiculum. The library media specialists, teachers, and principals
planned cooperatively to create a shared vision of the instructioral stratepies, resources,
and services. They began by developing a matrix which showed how inteorated
information skills objectives correlate with objectives in other curricular areas. That led to
2 wision of services that the reorganization should provide and to the determination of
how that mission could be accomplished (Willeke and Peterscn, 1993), They were

convinced that an integrated library program was good for students and the result of their
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aooperative effort 18 that students are now making greater use of the library media center
{Willeke and Petersan).
To help make the step to curricnlum intesration there are some general steps that

may be taken by the librarian. They include:

i

. Becognize that change will not occur overnight.

2. Align yourself with a teacher who is a good
personal friend or ohe with whom you have a
sound relationship.

3, Actively scck new teachers and foster a working
relationship.,

4, Agtively seek appointment to building and
distriet wicle curticulum comuniliees.

5. Become invalved in your state professional
organization.

6. Elicit opportunities for showcasing new teaching

sirategies, technology equipment, books, and te

Iniernet (LeLoup, 1996, p. 7).

It has aiso been sugoested that lbrarians analyze courses and curriculum guides; review
textbooks, and review fest data for instructional gaps that may be filled at the library
media center {Smith, 1993).

Most media specialists, administrators, and teachers racognize the importance of
integrating technolopy skills into the curiculum {Johnson, 1985}, By working together,
they can develop the strategies that will enable school cluldicn to zain competence in
uginys mforoation (Hubbard, 1987). It is important to remember that the library and the

librarian are resourees, not 4 separate subject (Johnsor, 1996).
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CHAPTER THREFE
Surveys

In order t0 evaluate the present fibrary curriculum at the Lower Alloways Creek
Elementary School and to determine possible needs from the perspective of the students
and the teaching staff, the teachers of prades four through eight and their students were
surveyed. The resulis of each group was praphed and amalyzed to holp determine the
strengths and the weaknesses of the library/media program.  The results are depicted
below, |

Teacher Surveys

Tahic 7

Question 1: Do you use the library media center for:

Teacher of gradeg 4 - &

individuals sent from your classroom | 7 SE‘«: i
for book check ot f’
#mall groups sent from your ¢lassroom 38%
. acheduled class visits for instruction 10095
I scheduled visits for research 50%% N
scheduled wisits for circuladon 38%
class use (videos, sucsl speakers, efc) 12%
YOUr OWI 1158 3% ;

The fagt that the lbrary/media class represents a preparation pedod for the

¢lassroom teachers is apparent by the [00% response to scheduled olass viaits for
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mstruction. White the numbers were disappointing in teachers who used the media center
for activitics other than class activities, it was refreshing (o see that the teachers did use
the library for their own personal use. This is indicative of the addition of the Computers

and the media specialist trying to add material that will enhance ths classraom curticalum,

Table 2.

Question 2! Tloes the library media specialist consult with you for imstructionat planning
as.

Teachers | individual teacher ’ part of a grade
[R— T.I.I'I.It_

For the last several vears the media specialist hag been attemnpting 1o make contact
with the classtroom teachers in order to integrate the library program with the clagsroom
clinculum.  Although the pumbers indicate that this has heen suceessful it has not been
s6. Th¢ media specialist is in contact with the teacher, but not successfully iniegrating

curriculums as of yer.
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Table 3

Cuestion 3: In planning for instryction with your Library Media Specialist, do you:

|
Teachers of grades 4 - 8

_: have impromptu meetings for planning 72% r

assist in selection apcl evaluation of 50%
matertals

linvolve the LMS in instructional activities 753
using the library/media center ?
have difficulty in scheduling the library | 19%
media center for lessons or units planned ¢
inform the LMS of assignments that call 8594
' for the use of media resources *

It is quite interesting to note that the teachers feel that th ey are taking an active
role in assisting the media specialist. However, there is still pom for improvement.
Hopefully, since the teachers do have a positive artitude toward the media center, 1t will be

kelpful in coordinating more integration of classroom smd library skills.
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Tahie 4

Question 4 Which of the following iterns do you consider essential for inclusion in the
revised curriculum?

A. parts of a book H CD-ROM
B. electronic card catalog I TInternet
C. fiction/nonfiction 1. pericdicals
D. Dewey Decimal System K. reading motivation
E. almanac L. biographies
K. encyclopedia, atles, dictionary M. andiovisual
(> peographical & biographical dictionaries
Percentage of Teachers
100

Overall, the teachers seem to feel that alt skills should be covered in the
library/media curricidum. Interestingly, they do not seem to fesl as strongly about the
teaching of the Dewey Decimal system and other traditional library skills, They do,
hawever, foel strongly about the instruction of the new technolegy, such as the Internet

and electronic souices.
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‘Table 5

Caestion 5. Are there times, other than your regularly scheduled time, when you would
like: 10 uge the library to:

send individuals from|, %1d small groups |

| vour classraom for ifrom your classroom| schednle clags visity
. Teachers - for extra book  |two or mare days in
: extra book selection S
5 or research check out or & row for research
| mesearch |
; , |
‘ grades 4.8 75% 75% 3% J

Alihough the teachers do not want Lo exchange their fived lbrery period, which
SCTVES ag & preparation period, for a flexible schedule, which would allow for extra Ybrary

time, they still want greater access to the library.
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Student [urveys

The students in grades four through eight were giver a yrvey to determine the
strengths and weaknesses of the media center Som the perspeciive of its patrons. One
hundred and ten students out of a possible one hundied and twenty responded. The

folowing graphs depict their responses:

Table 6

Question 1: T have been 1o our library media conter

| GRADE | by mysell with 2 small W*ctlha;;l? | m;adn;y '
"TOURTH | 83% W% | 100% © 21%
_ FIFTE 50% 45%  100% i is% |
| STXTH RE% 95% . 100% | (%
SEVENTH 9%  64% 100% 64%
EIGHTE @ 100% 72% 100% | 100%

Due o the rigid scheduling 2!l students attend the Gbrary medin conter with their
class, Ttis used a3 a preparation time for their clagstoom teacher. Tt is interesting 1o note
the increase in individual attendance with grade level. This corresponds to the inerease in

individual research reports and projects assigned during these graces,
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Table 7

Question 2: 1 use our hbrary media center:

for ! :
GRADE | Whenl jonywhen o oo lfor reports
need to | Iwant to L
reading
FOURTH 74% 8% 87% 61%
FIFTH 70% 0% | 70% . 75%
SIXTH 100% 0% 58% 100%
SEVENTH @ 9% 14% 18% TT%
EIGHTH 100% 5% 16% 94% ‘T

Again, as changes occur in the classroom course work, changes also aocur in

students' use of the library media center. With each passing year, pleasure reading appears

to be replaced with the need for books and other materials for research.

‘Table 8

Question 3: I would use the library media center mare often it

- I could ‘ the LMC | the LMC | the LMC |

GRADES | find whay! 2od the | hadthe |were open

I need ‘materials Imaterials I longer
need like hours
FOURTH | 22% = 30% | 57% | 65%
FIFTH A% | 15% | 50%  20%
SIXTH 66% | 59% | 44%  41%
SEVENTH = 6% 50% 59% 14%
BIGHTE ~ 16% | 33% | 61% | 27%
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Sixth and seventh graders are introduced to the research project. The students
appear to be fTustrated with their inability to Jocate the necessary information. By the
cighth grade thig skill has been mastered. The high percentages for the 6th and 7th prades
stating that the library media center did not have the materials they needed could be 2

reflection on their inability to search.

The following questions were open-ended which followed for the students to
express their feelings about the media center. The most common answers are documented

below:

Table

Question 4. What 1 like best about our library media center is:

~ the
computers

the

. GRADES - librarian

the books

FOURTH | 52% | 3%
FIFTH 65% 60%

SIXTH A44%, 41%

SEVENTH | 68% 14%
EICHTE = B33% 11% = 11%

The computers are the high point of the library media center for all grades. With
each passing grade, the students seem to better appreciate the ease in which a search can

be completed whether by electronic catalog or CD-ROM,
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Table 10

Question 5: What I like least about our library medis center is:

the not | |
GRADE | the books location | ©noush  classwork
i time
FOURTH _ 8% |
FIFTH 15% | 10% 15%
SIXTH 7% 10% 19%
SEVENTH | 4% o 18% 5%
EIGHTH | 16% | | 1% |

Time was an issue for many of the students. Several studemts felt the library
should have longer operating hours, possibly an evening or a weekend  This could be a
result of the fact that thig is the only library in the vicimty. That definitely Jimits research
Time,

If the lbrary/media curticulum i {0 meet the needs of the patrons, these
suggestions mmst be looked at carefully The program must satisfy the needs of the

patrons while actively guiding them toward the firhure.
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CHAPTER FOUR
Curriculum Development

Curricolum Area;  Library Media Center Information/Tecknology Skills

Grade Levels: Fourth through Eighth

Course Overview:  The school library media center is a central resource containing
print and non print materiats, meluding electronic resources. it serves the studeats and
professional staff of the Lower Alloways Creek Elementary School.

The purpose of the library media center is-

8 10 support the curriculum

a 1o assist students in becoming independent and effective users of library
materials.

o to enable students to become problem solvers, anatyzers of information,
and critical thinkers.

) Lo lay a foundation for lifelong enjoyment of r¢adicy and learning,

It is imperative that information skills be taught in conjinehon witk the classroom
curriculum. To be a snecegsfid prapram, the combined efforts of the classroom teacher

#ngl the media specialist are required to ingtruct students in techmiques of information

ratrieval and apphcation.

iCourse Ohjectives:

1t i5 the desire of the program to provide:

o instruction to become discriminating users of technological resourees.
learning experiences to encourags application of technology.
an understanding of the value of priot sources as well zs nan print

SULrCes.

0 a curriculum which allows for developmeint of competency in location
gkills, use of reference materials, audiovisual marerials, and research
skills,

o students with exposure to quality literature,
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Course Outling;

[. Location Skills

A

O MDY oo W

Catalog

Fiction and nonfiction
Dewey Decimal System
Reference Collection
Biographical Sources
Peripdicals

Indexes

. Uriiization Skills

A
B
C.

Evaluation and selection techniques
Research techniques

Literature appreciation

HI, Technology
A INTERNET

B.

C.

CD-ROM

1. encyclopedia

2. general reference
magazine indexes

Audiovisual material and equipment

Sk
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Method of Tnstrpetion:

Fvatirafiomn;

=}

Regource based instruction
Demonstration

Discussion

Cooperative group projects
Individual projects
Information location
Research

Reading

Willing

Teacter observation
Teacher-made tests
Project evaluation
Student evaluation

Ciassroom Leacher avaluation and consultation
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SEVENTH GRADE

Catalog
The student with be able to:

understand Boolean searching techniques.
use information from the catalog to prepare a
bibllography,

k2 The student will be able to:

use the nonfiction collection as a source of information.

Dewey Decimal System

The student will be abie to:

develop an understanding that the ten main classes can
be divided andl subdivided itito more specific subjects.

EIGHTH GRADE
Catalog

The student will be able to:

» use Boolean searching techniques independently.

s incorporate Boolean searching technigues to locate
[ES0HrCes.

Fieti { Nonficti
The student will be able to:
o use the nonfiction collection as a source of information

Dewey Decimal System

The student will be able {o;

« understand that the ten main classes can be divided and
subdivided into more specitic subjects.

LOCATION SKILLS



TH DE
t llection

The student will be able to:

s know the difference between the
reference collection and the regular
collection.

s use 4 general information encyclopedia
to find mformation on a subject.

e use the Kid's Almanac to locale
statistics and other facts,

m The student will be able to:

a define biography and autobiography.
s undersiand that biography is shefved
alphabetically be the subject's last

nanie,

The student will be able to:
o browse periodicals for personal
enjoyment.

FIFTH GRADE

R ‘oflecti

The student will be able to.

» know that there are special subject
encyclopedias,

s use the guide words in the
encyclopedia.

Biggraphical Sources

The student will be able to:

s define collective biography.

+ locate information about a person in
the collective Wegraphy collection.

Perindical

The student will be able to:

s recognize that perlodicals are a source
of current infermation,

e interpret citations in the Children's
Mapazing Guide.

or projects.

Indexes

The student will be able to:

s fidlly utilize the encyciopedia by
locating information on a subject by
using the index.

LOCATION SKILLS

SIATH GRADE

Reference Collection

The student will be able to:

s use the Almanae to locate statistics and
ather facts,

s determine the reference source most
apprepriate for a specific purpose.

o compare and contrast various sets of
encyclepedias for purposes of research.

Pericdicals

The student will be able to:

¢ recognize that periodicals are & source
of current information.

a interpret citations in the Children's
Magazine Guide.

o use the Children's Magazine Guide to
locate current mforimation for reports
and projects.

Indexes

The student will be able to;

s use an encyclopedia index to locate
intormation.



67

SEYENTH GRADFE

Reference Collection

The student will be able to:

e use biographicai dictionaries for basic information on
famous people.

» uze the geographical dictionary for basic information
about places.

s usc g variety of reference sources for reporis and
projects.

3 hical Sour

The student will he abie to:

s locate ard use different types of biographical materials
and find information in each,

Periadical

The student will be able to:

o use the Children's Magazing Guide to locate current
information for reports and projects,

Indexes
The student wilt be able to:

e fully utilize the reference collection by using various
indexes.

EIGHTH GRADE

Reference Collection

The student will be able to:

e locate information in reference sources.

e use a vanety of reference sources for reports and
projects.

Perindicals
The student will be able 1o
e use the Children's Mapazing Guide teo locate current

information for reports and projects.

Indexes

The student will be abls to:

o fully wtilize the reference collection by using vatious
indexes.

LOCATION SKILLS
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FOURTH GRADE

Dvzlari | Seloct
Tha student will he ghle to:

select a bock for a specific purpose.

Resenrch Techmigues
The stident will be able to:

locate infermalion in a general
encyelepedia,

locate nenfiction bocks on a specific
topic.

Literzture Appreciation

The studert will be abls tor

kezome tamiliar with Newbery Award
winning books and age appropriate
ALA Notable beoks.

FIFTH GRADE

i S Al
The stadant will be shle to
¢ Lse varions parts of books to locate
and doctment informaticn.

Research Techniques

The student will be able ta:

» rgserrch a Lopic using mare that ane
source and compile the information
inte a short reporl.

Literafure Apprecisiion

The student will ha shia for

o be familiar with Newbery Award
winning books and ape appropriaie
AL A Moetable bonks.

UTH.LZATION SXILLS

SIXTH GRABFE
Evalyat { Selecti

The student will be able to:
& Degin to use discrimination in salecting
books and pericdicals to read.

Resgarch Technigues

The student will be able to:

« tesearch & opic using mere than ong
solice,

s present information in a writien or oral
presentation.

a cake a bibliography of author, tile,
publisher, and copyright date fer
reazarch assipnments with the
assistance of the library media
specialist.

Li L reciation

The student will be ablz tn

« read and enjov a Newhery Award
winning bouok.
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SEVENTH GRADE

3 ian an |

The student will ke ablz 1o

e use discrimination in selecting books and pericdicals to
read

o sglect bocks for letsure reading,

Resezrch Technigues
The shzdent will ke able 1o
+ begin ta develep reserrch sirategios while working the

library media center.
a  make & bibliography of sources used in a report,

The stedent will be able to:
» appreciate award winning literatura,

EIGHTH GRADLE

[valizari { Selogt

The studant wiii be able te;

e use discriminatic:: in selecting beoks and periodieals to
Tead.

« select beoks fer leisure reading Brom a variety of genres.

rch hni

The stizdent will be able te:

« develap researci: strategles while working in the likrary
media center,

o compiete research for a formal research paper using
various forms of media.

o meke g complets bibkography of sources mich 23 books,
megazines, cucyclopedias and electronic media.

A infic:n
The student will he shle to
a  appreciaie sward winming literature.

DTELLIZATION SKILLS



FOURTH GRADE
Interaetr

Thea student will be able 10
e access the Imternet with the assistance
cf ke library mediz specialist.

CD-ROM

The studemt will bz able to:

v Access articles by browsing titles snd
by usmng the word index with the
assistance of the Ebrary madia
specialist.

L
"’ Geneal References

The stadent wiil bz able to:

+ acoess information by brewsing the
title and word indexes with the
assistence of the Hwary mada
speciadist,

FIFTH GRADE
Intemet

The student will be zble 1o
»  access the Internet with the assistance
of the library media specialist.

C-ROM

The studant will be able to:

s access articles by browsing titles and
by using the word index with the
sssistance of the library media
specialist,

{¢neral References

The student will be ablz 10:

s access information by browsing ths
title and word indexes with the
assistance of the library medie
specialist.

TECHNOLOGY SK2LLE

SIXTH GRADE
internst

The studemt wifl be shle to

» access the Internet with ke assistance
of the hbrary media specialist.

s conduct basic keyword ssarches.

CD-ROM

The student will be able to:

s access artickes independentiy by using
the title and word indexes.

s+ complete 2 werd scacch to locute
information.

General References

The student will be able to:

e access information by independently
browsing the title aml word indexes.

Magzzine Indexes

The student will be able ta:

e begin searching STRS Discoverer index
using the subject tree sezrch methad
with assistance.

Audie-Visua! Equipment
The stwdent will ba able to:
» load the video camers =nd record.



SEVENTH GRADE
Internet

The student will be able to:

e access the Internet with the assistance of the library
media speciaflist.

e conduct basic keyword searches for research purposes.

CD-ROM

The student will be able to:

e fccess articles using word search techniques.
e include electronic sources in a bibliography.

CGeneral References

The student will be able to:

vy @ dccess information by using the title and word indexes

independently.
s inckide sources in & hibliegraphy.

Magazing Indexes

The student will be able to!

e complets subject tree searches on the SIRS Discoverer
independently,

s use keyword scarching techmques with assisiance ol the
library media specialist,

sudio-Yisie] Megerials and Equipment

The student will be able to:

v design a [ibrary skills lesson using the overhead
projector,

EIGHTH GRADK
Intemet

The student wilt be able to;

e access the Tnfernct with the assistance of the library
media specialist.

o conduct basic keyword searches for research purposes

C-ROM

The studeat will be able to:

s aeeess arlicles using word search technigues.
e include dlectronic sources in a bibliography
s use a timeline and a map index.

General References

The student will be able to:

s access information by using the title and word ndexes
independently.

s include sources in a bibHography,

Magazine Indexas
The student will be able to:
¢ use keyword searching techniques independently.

Andio-Vi ials an

The student will be able to;

= orente A project to be videotaped using a sterybeard,
saript, sound effects, and prop.

e exhibit the final produst to classmates.

TECHNOLOGY SKILLS



{lassroem Application

The following lessons exemplify ways in which the library/media curriculum can be
iegrated with the regular classroom curriculum, To have § highly successfid program

collaboration between the media specialist and the classroom teacher is inperative.

Fourth Grade:
Science: The Desert
Whale studying the animals of the desert, the students will prepare a short
report, inchiding a source list, of a desert animal. The following library skilis will
be incorporated during the research:

o card catalog to search for pnonfiction information.

L

encyclopedias - using the index to locate arricles.

encyclopediag on CD-ROM - performing a title search.

s access refevant web sites on the Internet with assistance.

Fifth Grade;
Social Studics: Indians or Explorers
To prepare a short report with a source list an an Iadian or an explorer, the
students will ntilize the following brary/media skills:
e card catalog to locate nonfichon mformation.
o Children's Magazine Guide
biographical sources.

L

encyelopedias on CD-ROM - using title and word searches.

Intemet with assistance.



Sixth Grade

Sciemce: Science Fair
To prepare the research report for the mandatory szience fair project, the

stndent will utilize the following library/media skills:
o card catalog to locate nonfiction information.

» Internet access with assistance.

CD-ROM - encyclopedia and general reference.
o SIRS Discoverer.
e prepare a complete hibliography.
Science: The Weather
While studying the weather, the students will use the Internet, with

assistance, to chart the weather in a chosen locale and compare with their weather

during the same time period.

Reading:
The student will read and evaluate a Newbery winning book,
The student will video tape apother student's presertation on an oral book

report.

L)
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Seventh Grade:
English/Reading:
Four times a year the student will prepare a report or & project on a boak

sclected by the media specialist or clagsraom teacher.

Science:
Using a biopraphical dictionary and the Internet, the shadent will find
wlormation on five scientists in history and list their major contributions. The

student will then design a poster that highlights these contributions.

Eighth Grade;
Social Studies:
The student will prepare an extensive research paper using at least five
different sources. The paper must be at least three pzges lang, contain citations,

and a complete bibliography.
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APPENDIX A

Lower Alloways Creck Elementary School
Library Media Cenger
Teacher Survey

The Library Skills Curriculum is being reviewed during the 1996-1997 school vear.

It is impartant that teachers have input inte any changes that ars made.

it would be helpful if you would complete this survey as saon as possible. Please

return 1t to Debbie Wesolek by Friday, December 20, 1996,

Ll

Name (optional):

grade:

20 you use the library media center for:

——individuals sent from your classroom for back check out or research?
——small groups sent from vour classroom?

—scheduled class visits for instruction?

—scheduled visits for research?

—scheduled class visits for circulation?

class use (videos, guest speakers, etc.)?

your Qwh, use?

pther? Please explain

Does the library media specialist consult with you for instructional planning as;
individual teacher?
part of a grade unit?

Int planning for instruction with your Library Media Speciaiist, do vou:
—._have impromptu meetings for planning?
— - Aasslst i selection and evaluation of materials?
involve the LMS In instructional activities using the library media
materialsftechnology?
have difficulty in scheduling the library media center for lessans or units
planned?
inform the LMS of assignments that call for the use of media resources?
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4, Which ot the {ollowing items do voun consider essential for inclusion m the revised
curriculum? '
parts of a book
electronic card catalog
fiction/nonfiction
Dewey Drecimal System
Almanac
encyclopedia, atlas, dictionary
geagraphical and biographical dictionaries
CD-ROM
[nternet
pertodicals
rending motivation (such as Accelerated Reader or 608 Minutes of
Reading)
biggraphies and biography collections
audiovisual materials and aquipment

5. Are there times, other than vour regularly scheduled tme, when you would ke to
use the Library as follows:
send individuals from your classroom for exira beok check out or rescarch?
send small groups from your classroom for exira book check out or
research?
schedule class visits (2 or more days in 2 row) tor research?

Comments aud sugeestions.

Buchanan, I. {1991). Flaxibla Access Library Media Programs. Englewood, CO:
Libraries Unlimited, [nc., 34.
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APPENDIX B

Lower Alloways Creek Elementary School
Library Media Center
Student Survey

[ am in grade

1. I have been to our library media center:
by myself.
with a small class.

with my class.
with my grade.

1 use our library media center:

when I need to.

only when [ wani to.

—for pieasure reading.
for reports,

_I*.J

3. I would use the library media center more often it
~ T could find the materials and information I nead.
the bbrary media center had the materials I need.
the Library media center had the materials I like.
the library media center were open longer hours.

4. What T lilce best about our library media center is:

5. What I like least about our library media center is

Buchanan, 1. (1991). Elexible Aceess Library Media Programs. Englewood,

C{x. Libraries Unlimited, Inc., 34
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