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ABETRACT

Edwards, Anna Z. Runaways in Yeung Adult Literature,
A Survey and Annctated Bibliography, 1996.
Thesis Advisor: Ms. Regina Pauly

School and Public Librarianship.

The purpose of this thesis is to compare causes and
consequances for rupaways in real life with thoss in yeoung
adult fiction, in order to ascertain whethar any similarity
exists between the two. The thesis also provides an annotated
biblicgraphy of young zdult books about runaways.

Research was carried out to cbtain information about what
real runaways must face, and various guides to young adult
literature ware consulted in order to evaluate fictional
runaway lifestyles.

With few exceptions, real lives of runaway children bear
very littlie regsemblance tc those of their ficticonal
counterxparts. In fiction, happy endings (or at least
resclution of the major conflicta) are the rule, even if the
protagonist must face hard truths. But real runaways with
few choice-making skills often Lace prcoblems which offer
equally harmful choices. For the most part, real runaways

live lives of unspeakable distress and danger.
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MINT-ARSTRACT

Edwards, Anna E, Runaways in Young Adult Literature,
A Survey and Annctated Bibliography, 1996.
Thesis Advigor: Mg, Regina Pauly,

8chool and Public Librarianship.

This thesis surveys the real world of runaways as well as
the fictional world of runaways in young adult literature to
ascertain how far fiction reflects real life. It provides an
annotated bibliography of books about runaways,

Regearch obtained information about what real runaways
must face, and various guides to literature were consulted in
order to evaluate fictional runaway lifestyles.

With few exceptions, real lives of runaway children bear

little resemblance to their fictional counterparts,
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Edwards 1
CHAPTER 1
Introduct ion

Buiposg

The purpose of this study is to survey Lhe portraval of
Tunaways in young adult literature with the gaal of
understanding whethar il reflects real life.
Procedurs

in order to establish a bhackground for comparison,
regearch into the real, present-day phenomenon of runsways
was radguired, An ln-depth inguiry into young adult
literature in the runawsy genre was also required.

Young adult literature for the purposes of this thesis
included literature for youths in middle and high achool.

A pet of criteria for comparison of young adult novals

ig as follows;:

a. What are the caused for the act of running away?
b. Is the departure planned or spontanacus?
<, If planned, what is the destinatlion and what

"equipment" is chogen to enable survival?

d. How does spontaneity/planning effect conseguences?

e. Does the protagonist have skills that enabla
gurvival?

£. What kind of growth occursy?

A survey and bibliography of young adult fiction about
runaways might be helpful to schocl counselors, or any

individual inpterested in biblictherapy with potential
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runaways. This thesis will also help in determining how

realistic young adult literature is in portraying runaways.
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CHADTER 2
Runaways In Real Life, Literature, And Sogiety
2eal Life

In order to use facilities and services most
effectively and efficiently, staff invelved in shelters,
drop-in centers, hotlines, street outreach, free clinics,
and emergency rcoms of hospitals gather information about
runaways they see, talk teo, and try to help. Since it is
true that many runaways den’t use any of these services, and
pessible that some whe do use them lie during intake/exit
interviews, exact statistics as to the number of runaways
(znd their reasons for running away) are not possible to
obtain. Estimates based on available sources, however,
range Lrom 700,000° to two million annually.? Most
estimates range around the one million mark.

Powers, Jazklitsch, znd Eckenrode dascribes 75% as being
fifteen to seventeen years old, 61% female, 56% white, 32%
black and 10% Eispanic. Twenly-one percent zre from walfare
families, most are from working or lower class familiesz.?
"Girls in general tend to engage in victim-type behaviers
which are more self-desgtructive in nature, while the
behavior of boys is more anti-social."® Barrett and
Fincher say girls and boys run away in ecual numbers but
girls are more likely to seek help.® In Langway's article,
the U.S5. Department of Health and Human Services is quected

as sayilng 70% of runaways are white and 55.7% are female.®
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Three hundred thousand are conaidered by authorities to he
"Thardcore" straet kids.?

Fifty-six parcent of adolescents who rum away siay
within fifty miles of hom=, and 80% to S0% reaturn homa
within two days.® Thay often go to a friend’s house, and
run wainly in order to get parents’ attention, to make a
point, because they feel there is no communicaticn with
caregivarg, or because they are angry and want their own
way. Bome stay in touch and even continue with school and
Other activities., They may make the rounds staying with one
triend after the other, if their gtay away l1s longer, and
even live on the street occasionally as needed. Only one in
twenty is gone more than a vear.® Some repeat this pattern
many times and have othar problems such as truancy,
shoplifting, and drug use. These runaways are somabimes
conzidered to be incorrigible, That these adolescents gre
deeply unhappy in their family homes is cbhbvious. Whethar
they have "real" reasons to take so drastic an action as
runming away might be hard for an adult to support or aven
acknowladge,

Thesa ¢hildren don’t report consistent physical sbuse,
but complain of severe communication problems and varhbsl
abuge, and infreguent but severe physical "discipline.®

One growing pepulation of runaways 1s awmong Asian-
Americans. According Lo Michele Ingrassia,* children of

barents who ware born in Southeast Asia ara having serious
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trouble integrating the less restrictive lifestyle of the
United Btates with the mores and attitudag gtill valuad by
the their parantsg,

These youngsters also run away Lo [riends. Bub these
friends have built a system of their own to house the
runaways. Thage children have set up a series of "safe
houges" which are guite outside even traditional Asian
family life, as wall as having nothing to do with government
or privalle agencies.

Large groups of Vietnamese, Laotian, Cambodian, and
Imong adolescents pool their menay Lo rent apartments or
#mall houses where runaways can find shelter. Some move on
after awhile to other "safe houses." Others go home for
short pariode of time and then run away again, Authoritias
think they support themselves by petty theft and oiher gang-
ralated activities,

Some authorities estimate that 25-46% of "runaways®
haven’t left home voluntarily. Although lumped together
statistically with runaways, these children (often called
"throwaways" or "pushoute" in the wedia) are really
youngstérs who have been évicted by parentsa: sometimes
because parents can no longer deal with problems caused by
the adeolescents, someLimes becausa of parental economic,
maritval, and drug abuse problems.

Powarg, Jaklitsch, and Eckenrode say thab these street

kids may express more "depression, self-mutilatiomn,
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substance abuse, achool dysfunction and truancy, and
stealing and criminal behavior" than actual runawavs.

in many expert opiniones, the major cause of flight

Amony youngsters is abuse in tha home, particularly physical

and sexual abusze.

Tha lowest estimate of the parcentage of children who
are running from abuse is 36%.%* Most other esbimates
range around 50%, Paul Chance suggestad that 86% of
runaways have endured some form of physical abuge,?

In the book Adolesceni FRunaways: Causcs and
Conseguences, Mark -David Janug, et al, estimate that 1.7
millicon children per year are punched, kicked, and bitten by
thelr parenta/caretakers. Also, that 460,000 Lo 750,000 are
bzaten, 46,000 arve assaulted with knives or qums, and that
27% of women, and 16% of men are sexvally abused.’™ Ernie
Allén 1n a 1994 article states that ", ,,like rape, child
molestation 18 one of the most underreported crimes, only 1
to 10% are ever disclosed, nis

JuslL as not all children who run have been abused, not
all children who are abused run. Much depends on who is the
abuser, the strength of the family unit, other problams
(1.2.,, economic or marital} affacting the family, and
whathar those problems enmesh the whole family, Where
sexual abusa ig nol perpetrated by parents, children may
feel loved and cared for (albeit misunderstood) at home and

g0 not be tempted to run.
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Families of runaways are often characterized by
expectations of high achievemsnt (Janus usass as an exampla
the expectation that & child be potty trained by age six
months) . The gozl of this high achievement is to
maintain the families’ image to the rest of the world.

Often the parsnts can't or wonr't modsl how success can be
achieved, and success i1s not rewarded in such a way as ta
increase the achiever’'s self-esteem. Some children learn to
use achievement to try to avoid the abugive rage of
caregivers,

Ariother characterisgtic cf runaways’ families iz a rule
gystem that is inflexible and over-controlling. The goal is
dependanca. The children (and sometimes one parent) feel
personally powerless. They are not encouraged to have
positive, ilnternal resources or strength cof spirit.

Other factors in families of runaways are numerous.
They often score low on tests of social skills, express all
strong emotions as anger, make cna child the scapegosb, are
neglectful, and show profound lack of regspect for each other.

Marlene Webber says of runawayvs she interviewsd for her
book, "...not one ran from a family where the child felit
loved, wanted, and safe.n?

Although apparently few in number, there are still
c¢hildren who run away to indulge a desire for adventure or
simply ags a "rite of passage." Sometimes these children do

come from unhappy backgrounds, and the dream of being a star
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igs enough to lure them into running. They flee to New York
City, and especially to Los Angeles te try to make their
fantasy of stardem come true., Jen Hull savs, "For ths
Nation’s runawavs, Hollywood is like a huge electriec bug
zapper that can’t be unplugged, attracting and then
destroying thousands and thousands of children. "*®

Regl Life Congequences

For most children who do it, running away isg an attempht
to ameliorate an intolerable lifestyle., Flight might last 2
few days or forever, but mast potential runaways have
contemplated the act before doing it.

Short-term plans may involve finding cut which friends
or friends' parents will give shelter for a few days, and
obtaining as much cash as possible., Although draams of
being "discovered" and eventually becoming a star may have
tao suffice for long-range plans, many runaways 4o really
believe that they will find a job, finisk school, and
eventually lead z "normael" life.

Most high school graduates of seventeen or eighteen
years of age have difficulty finding a job that pays enough
to live independently. A geventeen or eighteen year old who
has beean living on the streets, and is not a high school
graduate, has virtually no chance cf finding a job without a
lot of the kind of help that runaways have trouble finding
and/or accepting. Younger runaways (from eleven years old)

have nc chance of self-support in any legitimate job.



Bdwards 34

No one dreams of being a prostitufe, and few dream of
being small-time thieves or drug dealerxrs. But acecording to
what one youngster told Mariene Webber, "You cither get to
steal, deal, or trick. There ain’t no other way to survive,
man." ¥ And although many would-be runaways contemplate
suicide, dying is not their primarv goal. If it were, they
would nob Lry running away.

The truth is, moat of these youngaters do end up bhaing
prostitutes and/or thieves of some description and/or
involved with the drug trade, because there is simply
nothing else they can do. Any many die every vyvear as a
result of these activities.

B runaway’s fcarear" in prostitution usually comes
first.. Female or male - the most desirable prostitutes are
the youngest, the least "used." Some are recrulted by pimps
and pornographers sven as they arrive in a city. Bome just
start soliciting ("hooking" as it's somecimes called, or
"hustling" as itz called when hoys and young men are
involved) when thelr small cache of money from home is gone.
They might then be noticed and taken up by pimps later.
some young prostitutes work always on thair own without a
pinp. Tt seems to depend on the city, or area of a city,
where a prostitute works.

In many ways this is the most dangerous of the illegal
activities that runaways use Tor survival. There is no safe

way for thesa children to practice this trade, and there are
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o gafe azpeats to bEha jah,

Prostitutes are always at rizsk of physical violence or
death from the pimps azs well z= from their cushomers.
Contrary to the ilmage sometimes shown in moviza and TV,
pinmps do nobt protect their prostitutes, only their profits.
They want the most profit thay ¢an get, snd send their
"emplovees" to whomever will pay the wasat.., Tn the opinion
of scme authorities, pimps are, for prostitutes, much morsa
dangerous than the customers (often czlled *§ohnst").

The paychological and emctional damages cof spending
puberty living on the streets and gelling one’s body ars
incalculable and fundamental, certainly asa damaging and
pervasive as physical consequences like ATDRS.

Many <[ tChese runawayes come from backgrounds which have
brad digbrugl and low sell-esteem. Continucus and intense
family confliict seems Lo be a trait shared commenly in the
families of youthful prostitutes. Living om the straats
does not teach any runaway to leve and trust, or develop a
sense of gelf-worth or respeot Tor themselves ar olLthers.,
fuite the contrary. Child prostitutes learn that thair cnly
intrinsic value is how much money they can earn by baing a
veggel for a man’s (and it is wirtually always a man's}
luat.

Living on the strest =ven without prostitutiom
increages runaways' feelings of worthlessness,

powarlasanass, and hopalessnegs, Lack of trust and self-
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esteem make relationshipa superficial, and teach runaways to
manipulate and exploit to survive. Webhear guotes one vouth
as saying "Friends arzs just dudes...who havan't burt you
yei, 1%

A3 one younyg prostifute named Matt said in an
interview, "You learn to surviva, BuLl you lesrn not to care
if you don‘t."* 8treet kids do what they have to de at
tha momant Lo gurvive,

Drugs pervade all of our society, and it is no less
true thal drug use and trade pervade life on the gtreects.
Some runaways arrive cn the atreel already drug-users. In
fact, many of the things which might be facteors in «ausing a
¢hild Lo flee gre also predictors of drug-use: i.e., low
self-esteem, problema at home and school, parental drug-use,
a sensa of powerleggness, lack of educaricn and 3job
prospects, poverty, abuse, Scne children become addicted to
drugs after running away. Pimps cften use drugs to =as8a a
voungster into prostitution. The street kids themselves
introduce newcomers to drugs as aclaca and ascans, 1Crystal
dateg! are "Johns" who pay with crack cocaine instead of
wonay . Drugs dan become wmore egsential to users than
sheltar or food.

Being part of the drug trade (aside fram usage)l can
start at a very young age, with very yvoung childran acting
g2 "mules" or couriers. They're uszed because theyv zre

juveniles and penalties, 1f they are arrested, are milder
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than for adults. The lenger a child stays involved in Lhese
types of activities the more likely it is that she/he will
bacoma entangled with the law.

Kinda of stealing run from shoplifting, breaking and
entering, and even assault, Lo stealing necessary food from
tables in fast food restaurants. The longer a yvoungster
gtays on the street, the more likely he/she will have
recourse to aome kind of theft, especially 1if the runaway
has never been a prostitute, or when she/he grows toa old
for prostituticn. This 1s another activity which will
eventually increase a youth’s pogalble involvement with the
criminal justice syotem.

Tha danger of sexually transmitted diseases (sspecianliy
AIDE) is cbvicus. Oné would think this danger would be
inhibiting te these voung prostitutaes, and to the many
atreat kids whe are not involved with prestitution but who
are promigoucus. Many of them have the "It can’t happen to
me" attitude of most adolescents. Many simply don‘t care.
fersch says "...there are zo many ways to die everyday on
tha street Chat they cannot focus on scmething that way kill
them years from now,"* fWhen asked if johns regquest
condom-use, one young hustley gaid, "IL thev wanted safe
gex, do you think they would he out en 42nd Streep?n®

Praegnancy iz another health concern among straet
childr=n, whether or not they are prestitutes. In a large

number of cases, pregnant girla racaive little or no
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prenatal treatment or advice. Although food is probably the
easiest of the necessities to obtain on the street
{charities, soup kitchens, drop-in centers} the food can’t
be obtained in large enough quantities or variety, or not
often encugh to keep growing voungsters healthy, much less
Pregnant ones.

Drug uge causes other health problems both with
pregnancies, and in general. Sharing needlas (often a
deadly practice) is common amonyg drug users who live on the
street. When drugs become more important to an individuzl
than food, malnutrition and self-neglect also result.

Runaways who do seck medical treatment do so only to
relieve immediate symptoms. They make no follow-up visits
for many reasons, including a disinclination to become
involved with the welfare system and any authority ficures,
the nead [or parental permigsion for some medical
treatments, and the fear of being sent home. Typical
problems are skin rasheg, upper respiratory discrders,
gastroenterclogical problems, exposure, and other sexually
transmitted diseases than the already mentioned AIDS,

Some experts say that the number and type of mental
problems among street children are the same as those treated
in peychiatric clinies. A study of individuals in New York
City Youth centers in 1983 showed that 20% of street
children are depressed, 18% are anti-social, 25% have

attempted sulicide, and 25% have contemplated suicide,
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The annual homicide rate for men ages Fifteen to
nineteoen yaars jumped 154% from 1985 to 1951. Wabber =ays
suicide is second only to accidents in North America as
ctauge of death in adolegcents. 48

Annually, 5,000 teenagers are buried in urnmarked graves
in the United States.=°

Returning to any "normal" lifestyie becomes
increasingly difficult the longer these kids stay on the
streat, Many helping professicnale believe thab il help
docsn’t get Lo these kids as soon as they "get off the bus, "
S0 to apeak, before the pimps and pornographers pick them
up, the chances of helping runaways really plummets. Tete
Axthelm says "...one in three kids is lured inte
prostitution within forty eight hours of leaving home. "7
Ancther arLicle says that help must arrive in the nalf-hour
before the piwpe arrive.®* 8o many runaways are crippicd
emotionally bafore Lhey even hit the streers, that even a
short time of surviving in this way bankrupts them
emotionally. Uiving on the strests leads to or Encouradges
the self-dectructive use of drugs, and unprotact.ad,
indiacriminate sex with pimps, girl/boyfriends, and any man
willing to give a street kid a place to gleep for a nignt in
cxchangr for sex,

Some simply will not return home undar any
circumstances. Thosc who run away to Hollywood, for

example, with Lhe primary geoal of becoming [amous will often
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not return homes to hear friends and relatives say "I knew
you ¢ouldn’t make it." For many children, for many reasonsg,
living on the streets under any circumstances ls better than
going home.

Jail is often a consequence of running away, not for
status crimes anymore, but for the criminal activities kids
have to engege in to survive on the streets. Once caught up
in the ¢riminal justice system, alternatives and real help
virtually disappear for these children.

There are few examples in the research of any of the
300,000 "hardcore" runaway children emerging successfully
from 1ife on the stresets., To do so requires a level of
helping that most so¢ial service agencies are simply not
aguipped to give. Some strest kids do succeed and become
ouktreach workers themszlves, or work their way through the
child welfare system. It doss happen.

Y¥oung Aduli Ydtersture

Youngsters in yvoung aduli literalure run for scme of
the same reasons a8 real runaways. Most run because of poor
communication with parents/caregivers and from situations
they perceivea as intoleragble. 0Others run because of
problems with peers and the feeling of being an outsider.
The specter of abuse only rarely appears. "Push-outs" do
not seam Lo exist in yeoung adult literature.

In E. L. Konigshurg’s book, From the Mixed-Up Files of

Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, Claudia runs away becausse her
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household chores seem to her unfair (her three younger
brothers appear to have no chores), odiocus (she has to ampty
all the waste baskets on Saturdays), and her parents won’t
pay atbention to her complaints. Julie Edwards Miyax

Kapugin, in Jean Craighead Gaorge’s Julie of the Wolves is

thirteen yvears old and runs from an arrangad marriage.
Jerry sSpinelli‘s Maniac Magee, iz about an orphan being
ratged by an aunt and uncle. Although they are kind to him
they nevear gpesk Lo each other, a situation he finds
intolerabla,

Sgveral good booka about living on the atreets have

reen written by Felice Holman. EBEenno, in Secret Citvy,

U.5.48., doesn’t actually run away from home and live
elsewhore. Bemmo does often run awzy [rom his crowded
apartment, but usually he only goes to the roof of his
apartment building. On a walk one day, he digcovers s parc
of the city so deteriorated that it is uninhablited. Hare he
slowly, with help from street kids and runawaysz, establishes
a warm, self-aufficiant. haven,

When Clay’'s mother disappears from the transient hotel
where they have been living (in Paula Fox's Monkesy Ieiand},
Clay runs away bhefora the youth authorities can ke notified.
While he scarches for his mobkher, he lives on the satraat
with two homelsss men.

In Marion Dane Bauer’s book Poster Child, a twelwve-

year-old girl runs away from a foster father whe exXprasses a
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sexual interest in her.
There are some young adult books that portray abusive

or neglectful caregivers. In Bristle Face {(Zachary Ball,

pseud,.), Jase runs away from an uncle who beats him. The

children in Mavis Thorpe Clark’s The Min Min and Aremis

Slake in Slake’s Limbo (another by Felice Holman) run away
from neglectful homes. Bonnie rune away from her father's
rigid rules in Drop-Out by Jeanette Eyerly.

In a few books, the protagonists’ lives are threataned,
but not in ways that reflect real life. Gilly finds that he
must flee for his life from a foster parent in Julia
Cunningham’s Dorp Dead, a bhook with an almost fairy tale

guality. And Tie-Dye Rainey in A Good Courage by Stephanie

5. Tolan feels his life threatened in the cult his mother
hag joined, 8¢ he runs away. Even Huck Finn ran away from a
father who beat him and left him locked in a shack without
food and water.

Many books feature runaways whose doal is to have an
adventura. The classic example is Tom Sawyver by Mark Twain.
In this book, Tom and a few of his friends (ineluding Huck
Finn} decide to run away to become pirates. They do have
gkills needed Lo survive in =ome fashion, in that they can
obtain food by fishing and build a fire to keep warm and
cock the fish. Those are skills they use freguently anyway.

A protagonist who runs away to test himself, is Sam

Gribley in My Side of the Mountain by Jean Cralghead George.
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He knows his family cwns scme land in the Catskills, ard is
determinad to prove he can survive a winter alone in the
wilderness.

Mafatu, in Cail It Courage by Armstrong Sperry runs
away for a reason similar to that of many modern day
runaways, the feeling that he doesn't fit in his milieu. 1In
this book sbout a primitive soeciety, Mafatu rune awav
becausze he is an obkject of scorn in his village.

Figtional Consequences
There are some protagonists who die as a resuit of

their flight {the ancnymously-written Co Ask Atice, for

example, or A Wild Thing by Jean Renvoize, and The Runaway's
Diary by Marilyn Harris), and the books zbout them seem to
be trying to admenish children to think twice before running
zway from an unhappy home situation.

Some other protagonists do live with consequences that
are scmewhat similar to conseguences faced by real life

runaways. In Bun, Ehglley, Run! by Gertrude Samuels,

Shelley survives but has to deal with imprisonment and

lesblanism. TIn The Peter Pan Bag by Lee Kingman, there is

some drug abuse by Wendy's acquaintances, but Wendy hersel:
returns home voluntarily at the end of the summer.
Although Benno successfully establisheg a haven in

Secret City, U.S5.A., he soon realizes it cannot be kept a

secret. When he and the other boys carry an elderly,

injured man to the hospital, Benno meets a young social
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werker and has to make a choice about whether to trust her
with hig gecret. He does, and she eventually confides
"Becret City" Lo a reporter friend of hers because she feelsg
the publicity will encourage the city te continue what Bennec
hag started. Her hope is that the city will make further
renovations in this uninhabited area to make many mora
havens for homeless people. The feeling at the end of the
book is wvery positive, and leads the reader to believe that
this is exactly what will happen. While it is true that
when street kids are helped it is often because ona
individual social worker, teacher, ete., has been ahle to
create a trusting relatiomship with the child, it is not
likely that the burezucracy of any city would, or could, so
ez8ily accomodate a group of children, a social worker, and
= TV reporter, no matter how correct their vision.

Although the point of view of Monkevy Island {Paula Fox)
i3 scomewhat different and Clay doesn’t run from a "typical®
runaway situation, the feelings he haz in cansaguance may bhea
reatigtie. Deserted by hoth parents Clay turns to Buddy,
the one person who has stood by him in every extremlity, Lrom
bitter <old to hunger to assault. Clay's feelings when he
is reunited with his mcother seem to be on hold until he can
discuss them with Buddy. The bklank emptiness Clay feels
after his mother’s deserticn, his observation (as if from a
great distance) cof his foster parents’ behavior toward him,

his new ability to "read" adults' behavior, and his
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inability to trust anyone but Buddy, seem beliesvable

conscquences to his cxperiencas,

Felice Holman’s book Slake’s Timbo has an open ending,

but even hremis Slake, whose cxistence has aver besen one of
the most piercing emptiness, lonelineas, and nagleat.,
emerges from his time of being a runaway stronger and more
nearly whola than avar before in hig life. The rezl
congequence for a child 1lka Slake would bha life on Lhe
streets as a prostitute and/or drug abuser. It is
impossible to believe, more over, that a child so beaten
dawn by 1ife could, within four months and virtually on his
ownl, find the inner strength and self-asbesm aven o attempl
to turn his life around.
Spciety's Preception of Runawsve

Tha idea of human nature heing stronger than fate and
able to overcome every obstacle 18 very appealing. Perhaps
that is one of the reasons that saclety in genaral tends to
be sometimes cavalier, and pometimes cold in its view of
rnaways. Lt 1s easy to be judgmental, to say "Well, I
haven’t had il easy. T/ve had (o work hard for what I have,
and lock what I‘ve accomplished." Those who have never
guifered real, life-threatening hunger, who have never had
Eo andura the wmoslk asgeniial vicolation of their sexual
rights (the right to say "no"}, who have never been
agsauliaed physicelly snd hebkitually by the persons who are

supposged to give love and areate safaby, who haven’{ had
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always Lo listen to parents telling them how stupid and
uzeless they are, can have little idea what the life is like
that causes children to run away,

Vivid lmages of 1960°'s Flower Children seeking to "find
themaalves, " and Tom Sawyer cbserving his own funeral are
the pictures of runaways that remain in many pecple’s minds,
Many others see runaways as troublemakers, juvenile
delinguents, and drug addicts benk on stealing, rather than
a8 children who need help. This idea of runaways is brought
on, to soma dagrese, by Lhe tough, brazen attitude that
runaways use to shield themselves on the streets. And the
people who spend a great deal of time trying to avoid facing
the consequences of their own actilong often look at runaways
a8 individuals who, having made the cholce to filaa, wmust now
faca the Cconsequences of that cholce, no matter what the
Consequences ara.

There is alzo, for zome, an inability to deal with the

suffering of these children. Herman Melville describes it

in his story Dartleby the Scrivener.

"8c txrue it i8, and so terrible too that up to a
¢artaln point the thought or sight of misery
enlists our best affections; but, in certain
special casaes, beyond that point it does not.
They err who would assert that invariably thizs is
owing to the inherent selfishness of the human
heart. It rather proceeds from a certain
hopelegsness of remedying excessive and organic
ill. To a sensitive being, pity i3 not seldom
pain. And when al last is perceived that such
pity cannot lead to effective succor, common sensea
bids the soul be rid of it.w?
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CHAPTER 3
An Annotated Eibliography
This annctated bibliograpghy is in alphabetical order by
author. Each annotation is cecded accerding to the source
used, except when the annotaticn was net copied from any

source. The bibliography includes bocks for middle and high

school students.
The code iz as follows:

Criscoe, Betty L. 2Award-Winning Books for ¢hildren and

Young Adultz: An Annual Guide. Metuchen, NJ:

Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1990. (ABCEYA)

Dreyer, Sharon Spredemann. The Beckfinder. Circle Pinea,

MN: American Guidance Service, Inc., 1877
[BEFNDR *77)

---, The Bookfinder. Circle Pines, MN: American

Guidance Service, Tnc,, 1985, (BKFNDR ’85)

---. The Bookfinder»., Qircls Pines, MN: American
Guidance Service, Inc., 1989, (BKFNDR '8%)

@illespie, John T. with Naden, Corinne J. Juniorplots.
New York: R. R. Bowker, 1987 (JrPLTS)

Tway, Eileen, ed. Reading ladders for Human Relations, 6th
ed, Urbana, IL: Naticnal Council of Teachers of
English, 1881. (RLHR)

Winkel, Loiz, ed. The Eiementary School TLibrary Collection

- A Guide to Books and Cther Mediz, 14th ed.

Williamsport, FA: Brodart, 1984, (ESLC)
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hAnonymous. Go Bsk Alice. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-
Hall, 1571.

Thies factual, firat-person narrative is written in
the form of a diary. The book describes one girlie
fascination and disgust with drug trips, her many types
of gexual experiences, and her running away from home.
The book contains explicit street terminology,
deacriplions of sexual aexpariences of varioua kinds,
and detailed accounts of good and bad drug trips. 2an
epilogue tells of the girl‘s death from an overdoge of

drugs. (BRFNDR *77)

Aaron, Chester. Better than Taughter. San Diego, CA:
Harcourt, Brace Jovanovich, 1972.

Allan and Sam Colline have everything, Howsver,
they are not given time, love, and undevstanding. The
story of their protest about this is set againat a
narrative of materialism and wasta. They make up their
minds to run away but cnly get as far as the city

dump. [RLHR)

Arrick, Fran. 3Steffie fan't Come Out ta Plavy, Scarsdale,
NY: Bradbury Prags, 1978.
In this realistic story, a fourteen-year-old girl
rung away from home to bacome a fashion modei. What
she becomes on the streets of New Yark is s
prostitute. The lives of young women entrapped in,

tha seedier side of life after unthought-out



Edwards 26
ambitions fail is well portrayed. (RLHR)
Ashley, Bernard, PRreak in the Sun. Chatham, NY; §. G.
Philiips, Inc., 1980,

A young girl runs away to escape an abusive
st.apfather. By the time he finds her, beth have gained
some insight into themselves and esach cother. Suspanse
builds gradually here, as scanes of Patsy’'s adventures
alternate with scenes of her pursuars. (BEKFNDRS ‘BL)

Baker, Margaret Joyce, Home from the Hill. HNew York:
Farrar, S8traus, & Giroux, 1968,

This iz a somewhat implausible English story about
children who zun away to [ind a home for their
presently scattered family. Their [eelings of
desparation and their need for family unity ara
sympathetically portrayed. (BKENDR *77)

Ball, Zachary, pseud. Brigtla Face. New York: Holiday

House, 196Z.
Jase Landers, fourteen, runs away from a drunken

unala who beatg him. The book describes the love aof a
boy for an unwanted dog and the iove of a man for an
unwanted oy, The man, Lute, eventually marries a
widow and Jase 18 invited {o wmake his home with them.
{EKFNDR *77)

Rell, William. Crabbs’s Journey. WNWaw York: Tdittle Brown,
1938&.

A young man at war with himself and his
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surroundinge, dependent on alcchol, learns under
extreme conditions to be salf-reliant and accountable
atter he runs away to live in the woods, {BKFNDR ‘R/%)

Banham, Frank. Viva Chicano. WNeaw York: E. D. Dutton,
14870,

Seventeen-year-old parclee Joaquin Doran feels
trapped and desperate. Ue decides to run away atter
being accusaed of pushing his younger brother out of a
window. He is helped by his gang, the Aztecs. Ha
evenfually decides to Lurn himself in, and with thea
help of an understanding parole officer, he is placed
in a fostar home. He feels that he has bean given a
chance to start a new life for himeself without rhe
handicap of being prejudged. (BRFNDR *77)

Brancato, Robin Fidler. Facipa Un. New York: Alfred A.
KEnopt, 1984,

After running away and after attempting suicide, a
young man overcomes his feelings of guilt over his best
friend’s dealh and the sacret relationship with the
Eriend's girifriend that preceded it. (BEFNDR ’B9)

Branacum, Robbic. The Saving of P.8. Garden City, WY

Doubleday, 1977.

Prigscilla Sue is the last of a large family and
has had to work hard on the little farm. when her
widowad father begins keeping company with an

attractive widow, P.8. rung away. (ESLC)
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Brown, Roy. Flight of Sparrows. New York: Macmillan,
1372.

Chance brings four runaways together in the cellar
of a house condemned for demolition in London’s bleak
East End. BAlthough very different in perscnality
they become a kind of family, fending for each other by
petty theft. Eventually the police and a friend bring
about. the ilnevitable breakup. (RESLE)

Bunting, Eve. If T Asked You, Would You Stay? New York:
Harper, 1984.

"Crow, " seventeen ye&ars old, has spent all of his
1life in foster homes. He finally gets his own
apartment in an abandoned carousel place on a pier. He
gets a summer job, but no one else knows about his
apartment.

Staring out at the ocean one day, he discovers a
drowning person and runs to save her, Her name is
Valentine and thip wae an attempt at suicide after
running away from home twice.

She stays with Crow for a while, but after they
have a fight she runs away again. He is deeply
conflicted about her staying, his own need for privacy,
and having a place of hisg own.

He finds her and they come to understand that they
have feelings for esach other but decide she must go

back to her mother, finish school, and sort out her
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problems. (JrPLTY)

Butler, Baverly Kathleen. Captive Thundar., New Yorlk:

Dodd, Mead & Uo., 196%.

Sevanteaen-year-old Nancy and her divarced mother
have had arcumente for as long as Nancy can remember,
They seem to disagrea about evervthing. A recurring
guarrel concerns Nancy's boyfriend, Mitch. Nancy wants
Lo elope, but Mitch makes excuses, so Nanoy runs away
Lo an aunt. Evantually sche decides to return home and
complete her educaticn. 8She has dacided that she
really dees not love Mitch. (BEFNDR (77}

Campbell, Hope, peeud. No Morse Trains to Tottanville.

Upper Montalaire, NJ: Saturday Review Pregs, 1971.

When sixteen-year-old Jane's older brother Dick
runs away to California and Jane also atbemples to run
away, their mother decidas that she has "had it." and
disappears one day. Their tfather walks out in disgust
just kefore Dick raturns., Dick finds a job, and Jane
tries Lo take care of the house. Eventually both
parents raturn and all family members underatand each
other better. (DKFNDR “77)

Christapher, Matt. Earthouake. Boston: Little, Brown,

1875,
Jeff Balno, who realizes he 18 slower than the
cther children, feelsa Chat the camp counsalor has

houndad him. His one thought is to =ocape on his horss
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Red. His journey through the Adirondack Mountains is
adventurous and he manages fairly well until an
unlikely earthquake hits. (ESLC)
Clark, Mavis Thorpe. The Sky is Free. New York:

Macmilian, 1976,

This tale recounts the adventure of two boys both
runawayves, and each hunting for a place in the world,
Exciting adventure in the Australian outback. (ESLC)

--=-. Irxon Mountzin, New York: Macmillan, 1969.

4L teenager 1s bhaunted by the fear of going teo
jail. Ee feels that by changing his job and his
surroundings by running away, he may be able to escape
his fear and his problems. But by becoming a fugitive,
the boy compounds his fear instead of eseaping it. a
contrast between Josy’s slum-dwelling, apathetic family
and the happier, more affluent Roze family is clearly
drawn. (BKFNDR *77)

---. The Min Min. New York: Macmillan, 1969.

The children have besen neglected by their parents,
who are overwhelmed by their past experiences and their
present environment. When Sylvie and Reg run away to
the strict but loving care of the Tuckers, a different
side of their characters emerges. (BKFNDR, “77)

Cole, Brock. The Goatg. New York: Farrar/Straus/Giroux,
1987,

In a cruel attempt to humiliate an awkward girl
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and boy who den’t fit in, fellow campers marocon them on
Goat. Tegland with ne ¢lothes. The plan is to leave them
oenly overnight,

In the short time it takes some counselors to
return to Lhe island with c¢lothes to ratrieve the
adolescents, they are gone, They have decided to take
their destiny in their own hands by running away. The
goal is to walk into camp triumphantly two days laLer
on Parents’ Day having survived alone in the woods.

They have no plan other than the vary general cne
described above, and they have no equipment or supplies
for survival, net even elothing. They have no apparent
knowledge or skilla that will enable them to survive in
the forest alone. Thay manage well by CoO-operating
with each other {(which ig difficult for tham at first),
gqetting halp from campers in a different camp,
stealing, and unexpected resourcefylness.

As with so many other runaways in literature, it
is this unsugpected inner atrength and resocurcefulness
that not only ehables survival, but also teaches the
youngsiers to trust in (hemselves, boosts self-esteem,
and makes Lthem more assartive and courageous.

Coles, Robart, Eiding Freg. ®Bopton: Atlantic Monthly
Frezsz, 1973,
Thie open-endad story deals with twa girls who

escape parental conflicts by running away. Initially
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atrald, the girls gradually share their fears and
philosophies and grow to rely on each cother for support
and protection. Ne special attempt is made to alert
readsrs to the dangerous aspects of hitchhiking.
(EKFNDR *77)

Colman, EHila Crayder. Claudia, Where sre You? New York:
William Morrow, 1969.

Sixteen-year-cld Claudia feels that her mother -
the editor of a modern woman's magazine that urges
understanding between methers and daughters - does not
understand her. 8c cne afternoon she takes the money
she has saved, boards a train to nearby New York City,
and temporarily moves in with Myrna, a friend of a
friend. That deoesn‘t work out so she moves again. In
the end, she does contact her parents, but cnly to tell
them that she plans to stay in New York. Her parents
reluctantly agree, knowing she will only leave again if
she is taken home. (BEFNDR ' 77)

Cone, Molly Lamken. You Can't Make Me if T Don’'t Want to.

Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1971,

Fourteen-year-old Mitch does not want te leave his
home, his friends, and his school to go to Isracl and
live on & kibbutz for a year with his family, s=o he
rung away. He hitchhikes to a populzr hiking and
camping avea, where he mests Charles, another runaway.

When Mitch and Charles [ind the body of a dead man and
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the police bacomes involwed, Mitch begins to realize
how much he and his father agree on athics, In the
meantime, Mitch’s parents have been thinking about his
viewpolnt, and they are ready to try harder to
undarstand him. (BEFNDR *77)

Carcoran, Darbars. A Dapce to 3till Music. MNew Yorik:
Atheneum, 1974.

A fourtaen-year-old, suddenly deaf, struggles to
gtay out of 3chools for the deaf, After running away
from home, she finds her way ta an axparimental program
of education. {RLHR)

---. TIhe Watching Eves. HNew Yark: Scholaatic Book
Services, 1874.

When her mother goes to the mental hospital again,
a young girl is lelt Lo the mercy of an uncle with a
court order foxr her custody. Sha fears his abusive
ways and manages to run away. She is given refuge hy
an old woman, her crippled 3on, and a grandaon. {RIIOR)

===. Don’t Slam the Door When You Go. New York: Athenecum,
1972.

Judith, Lily, and Flower do not rasolve thair
problems by running away, but theyv do matures to the
point where they can overcoma the burdeng that wers
expericnced at home.

(BEKENDR " 77)

Cunningham, Juliz. Dorp Daad. New York: Panthaon, 1965,
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Taken from the ocrphanaga into the home of the
village ladder-maker, Cilly Ground eventually begins to
faal that his life is threatensd. When ha runs asway,
he takes nothing with him and has time to plan oniy how
he might escape trom his wabehful [oster parent. He
takee nothing with him and has no dastination in ming
beyond escaping from his immediate danger, He has help
from a dog and an unnamed woodsman, and doas pot have
Lo survive alone or by his own abilitiag, Hie
experienca, helps him grow in knowladge of what kind aof
life he really wants,

Dodson, Susan. Have You Saen this Givrl? New York: Four

Winds Press, 1582,

Sixtasn-yaar-old Tom Carpenter fesals deserted when
Kathy, the only girl he has ever cared about, runs away
and leaves him behind, They had often talked akout
fleeing together, Kathy from a mother who bheats her and
Tom from parents ha feele do not understand him. &So
when Tom receives Kathy's postcard from MNew York City,
he leaves Ann Arbor to find and join har. He goes
firat to his Aunt Maggie in New York, letting her think
he plans to return hﬂﬁe aflter the Easter break.

Maggie, divorced and very busy, reluctantly agrees Lo
take him in and help him search for Kathy, calling his
parents first to reassure them. As they walk through

the Times Squares district, Tom ig overwhelmed by the
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open prostitution, pornography, and dope peddiing. He
begins to realize that the ten days Kathy has bheen gone
ig a long time for a defenseless, vulnerable girl to
avold the obvious snares of New York. EHe doesn’t know
that in another part of town, Kathy is being well cared
for by a wealthy and benevolent widow named Jane XKent,
Kathy has ¢convinced Mrs. Kent she is an actress. 8She
bas also decided to get Brian, Mrs. Kent’s son, to fall
in love with her and keep her "safe forever and ever.”
Gne day, as she sits at a sidewalk ¢afe, a photographer
nameéd Teddy approaches her. He snaps severzl candid
pictures and later invites her to his apartment for a
real photo geéssion. Gradually, Tom’s aunt halps him
see that mwany of his own family problems are self-
induced. He has just about decided to return to the
¢iean gtreets and fresh air of home when he accepts his
sunt’a and her boyiriend’s invitation to gao out on the
town. 1In the middle of dinner at an exclusive
restaurant, he looks up and sees Kathy praparing to
leave with her elegant escort, Brian Kent. He rushes
after them, buy Kathy wants nothing to do with him.

Twe days later Tom leaves New York, knowing he can do
ncthing teo help Kathy but determined to scve himself.
(BXFNDR ’'85)

Drageonwageon, Crescent, and Zindel, Paul. To Tzke a Dare.

Hew York: Harpar, 1982,
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Chrigsie’s transformalion from childhood to a
flirtatious "swinger" goes wmoliced by her mother, but
not by the boys in achool, Her father screams at her
and calls her names. When her father discovers she haa
gonorrhea, just before she is fourbeen, she runs away.

She wanders for a few montha. In Scuthern
California she meets a friend called Tigsa and they
decide to hitchhike to New Orleans. On the way, they
#stop in Arkansas in a town "Where the Misfits Fit.”
Chrissie decides to stay but Lissa ¢ontinues on to New
Orleans.

Chriseie settlez in te learn to be a hctellcook,
and begins building relationshipa. EBvantuzlly she
requires an operation for the damage done by untreated
gonorrhea, She finds that she will never ba able Lo
have children. Her hospital bills are paid by har
friends. She takes in a homeless boy and becomes
manager of the hotal kitchen., She moves into her own
small house.

The boy she has taken in has a quick temper and i=s
vften in trouble. He frequently rung away, beats up &

youngear c¢hild, and runs away for the final time at age

thirteen.
Chrisseie falle in 1ove and has a stabla

relationship, and eventually contacts her parents.

(T¥PLTS)
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Dunne, Mary Collins. Hoby & Stub, New York: Atheneum,

1981.

A young, orphaned runaway and his dog encounter
friends and enemies, generosity and suspicion, danger
and last-minute rescues on their trek from Texas to
Iillineis. Finding a home at last with his only
relative and her family, Hoby learns to be neither
vigLlim nor victimizer., (BKFNDR ‘B85)

Eige, Lillian. The Kidnapping of Mister Huey. New York:
Harper & Row, 1%83.

A boy from a troubled family and an aging man form
a2 close Ifriendship and briefly run away together.
(BXKFNDR ’'B%)

Elfman, Blossom. The Butterfly Girl. Boston: Houwghten

Mifflin Co., 1980.

In this skillful first-person narrative, a flighty
voung girl, at odds with her parents, bscomas an unwed
mother {after running away) and struggles to find a
place f£or herzelf and her child., (BEFNDR ’85)

Eyerly, Jeannette Hyde. Drop-Out. Philadelphiz: J. B.
Lippincott, 1963,

Bonnie and Mitch bhelieve they ars in love and
elope across the state line. They plan to travel to a
distant c¢ity, where Mitch has a job offer. However,
when Mitch’s car breaks down, he and Boonle must tEry to

find jobs. After they discover how few jcbs are open
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to dropouls, they re-svaluzate their declision te leave
school and merry. {BEFNDR "77)

---. Thg Worid of Bllen March. FPhiladelphia; J. B.
Lippincott, 19684,

Still unable to accept the reality of her parants?
separation, Ellen achames Lo reunite hesr mother anad
father by running away and taking her six-year-old
glegler with her. Howevar, an automobile accident and
other unexpected incidents nearly <ause Ellen’s death.
Wher a friend visits Ellen in the hospital, he helps
her realize that her parents’ divorce is inevitable but
in no way her fauli. (BKFNDR '77)

Fenton, EBdward. Duffy'e Rocks. New York: E. P. Tmbiion,
1974,

This is a moving story of a boy who runs away from
hie grandmother’'s house Lo gearch for his father and a
different way of life. Hiz grandmother s old-fashioned
valies and ideals seem dull to him, in ¢ontrast with
the faster moving life he sees in the richer sectiems
of the cities. He is flnally forced Lo realize that
hiz father does not want him and that he will have to
wait and work hard if he wants to have a better life.
{BEFNDR' 77}

Fletgchman, 5id. The Whipping Boy. New York: Greenwillow
Books, 1886.

Because the helr to tha throne could not bs
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spankad, Jemmy, a young orphan, emerges from the
streets to become the whipping boy to a spoiled and
hatetul Pringe Brat. Both boys decide Lo run away and
are kidnapped by a couple of rogues who seek ransom.
The boys coma to be mistaken for each sthay, (ABCEYA)

Paula. HMonkey Tsaland, MNew York: Delil Publisahing,

1991,

Unable to bear his "failura" {(ag he sees it} after
lesing hig job and is umable to find another, Clay‘s
father leaves the family. Clay and his pregnant mother
struggle on for awhile, but end up making the rounds of
welfare agencies and eventually living in one room in &
trangient hotesl.

After a time, the mother finds this situaticn
intelarable and she leaves cleven-vear old Clay with
all of her available cach, some cans of soup, and a box
of doughnuts.

Clay waits for five davs for her to raturn., 2after
eating whatever food is in the room, he begins
searching for food in the trash bhags of the lady across
the hall. Tt is she who discovers that Clay is alone,
and decides Lo notify the authorities. Qlay runs away
before she can do this, and finds shelter in a qity
park in the protaction of Lwo homeless men - the
elderly Calvin and younger Buddy, who is black. Clay

nas tLaken with him only the clothas he’s wesring, =
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light-weight cordurocy jackel, and the money left by his
mothar. He has no resources, no job gkills, no
destination, me plan except the vague ona of Linding
his mother.

Buddy and Calvin "foster” Clay and teach him some
things he needs to know to survive on the street. They
quickly come te care for him, especially Buddy, and to
feed and protect him. Bvary day Clay watches the
transient hotel from across the streat Lo gee if his
mother returns.

Late one night a group of teenagers invade (he
park. They attack the homeless people with bascehall
katg. Calvin 1s hurt, byt Duddy rescuss Clay. He
breaks into a church bazsement so Clay will have a warm,
safe place to sleep. Calvin dias ag a result of the
aszault.

When Clay becowmes seriously ill with pneumonia,
Buddy takes him to the hospilal. Because of this, and
whan he is well enough, Clay is taken into foster care.
Eventually he ie reunited with his mothar and new baby
sister, and they ara able to make a home together
again.

Clay does change, at a very fundamental lavel,

Hig ability to trust has been damaged and even when he
raturng Lo his mother, he wonders to himsa&lf how she

could possibly have abandomed him. He has, in gome
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waye, learned to think like an adult. He has his own
thoughts and seems more aware of what adults
(especially hig foster parents) are thinking, and what
are thelr expectations of him.

Although he goes to school and makes friends, he
returns regularly to the park. He realizes he is
looking for Buddy. He needs help in untangling the
feelings (happiness, anger, resentment) he feels toward
his mother, and life in general. One day he finds
Buddy doing the same thing, just looking at the park
and thinking. Buddy has a job and is no longer living
on the street. We are left with the ides that their
friendship will continue.

Friis-Baastad, Babbis Ellinor. Don’'t Take Teddy. New York:

Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1967.

Thirteen-year-old Mikkel often takes care of his
fifteen-year-old rectarded brother, Teddy, for hic
mother, One day while Mikkel is watching hig brother,
Teddy accidentally injures another boy with a rock.
Mikkel ig afraid Teddy will be considerad dangerous and
be institutionalized. Mikkel packs some clothes for
Teddy and himself in a knapsack and takes his brother
to the train station. He goes to his uncle’'s mountain
cabin.

Alter an arduous hike with the reluctant Teddy,

and after becoming caught in a dewnpour, both boys
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becoma 111 with pneumcnia. Bventually a lady they mat
on the train realizee that the boys are runawavs, znd
netifies the parents, Both boys are rescued and taken
Lo the hospital for treatment. It is decided that
Teddy will go to school to laarn to take care of
hims&lT, but that he will ha a day student. (BEXFNDR
‘77

Gaarge, Jean Craighead. Tulie of the Wolves. Boston: @&.

K. Hall, 1973,

Although thirteen-year-old Julie [lees in a panic
Lrom an arranged marrizge and has wo Lime to plan any
detaills of har [light, she is cool haadad enough to
take with her aome bhasic utensils for survival, As she
gathers these tools, she plans her walk aorass Lhe
tundra to the nezarest pori, Her plan is to traval by
boat Lo her pen pal’s housa in San Francisco, but she
becomas 1ost on the featurcless tundra,

Julie survives through a combination of har
abhility to remember her father’s words about survival
in tha "¢ld days," and her ability to chserve patiently
and to use intelligently the ways of natura.

Eventually Julie musi make a bitter choice between
continuing life on the wild and dewanding tundra, or
going back to the civilization which she gseeg as the
instrument for the destruction of the wildexrmass. She

knows now ghe can survive ag her ancestors did. But
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again her father’s words come back to her, "The sezls
are scarce and the whales are almost gone." She
realizes then "...that the hour of the wolf and the
Eskimo is ovar.' In her decision te return to
civilization and all its complexity, Julie swallows a

hard truth about lifa.

My Side of the Mountain. Wew York: Dutton, 1955.

After reading everything he ean about wild plants
and wilderness suxvival, Sam Gribley d=zcides to run
away. His family owns land in the Catskille and Sam
convinces himself he knows encugh to survive a winter
there by himeelf. Part of his plan is to encourage his
family to move out of their tiny, cramped, city
apartment and build a house on the land they own.

The book is in the form of a diary written on bits
of bark. It describes Sam’s problems, accomplishments,
enoounters with othar humans, and trips to the library
in the nearest village. It also describes his feelings
as, first, he works through the summer to prepare for
winter, and second, as he settles in for the winter.

He has prepared as much as peossible for his
adventure. He takes with him flint, and ax, a
penknife, a ball of cord, and 540, and his careful
planning does help him survive a particularly difficult
winter. After visiting the library again to learn

about falconry, he even tames a falcon to help him
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obtain food,

Szm'z tathar comes to check on him after a tims,
and finde him so cozy and souy that eventually Sam’s
obhjaclive 1e met. In spring hig [ather comes back with
the whola [emily with the purposa of making 2 home on
their land.

Sam grows in the predictable way that children
grow in young adult literature about runawaya. As his
list of succesges and achicvements grows, so does his
canfidenca. The reader might gquestion whather a city
child could succesd so overwhelmingly for nearly a year
in the wilderneas with reading as his only preparation,
but Sam’s growth in confidence, coming as he does from

a stable and loving home, iz believabla,

Gibbons, Faye. Mighby floge To Heaven. New Yark: William
Morrow & Co., 1%85.

A motherless boy longing for a relationship with
his absent father, chafing alse at hiz grandparsnta’
old-tashioned sense of discipline and hard work,
discovers atfter running away that it is on the farm
with them that he truly belongs. (BKFNDE - 09)

Guest, Ellssa Maden, Over the Moogn. New York: William
Morrow & Co., 1986.

A girl’s unresclved feelings about her runaway

alder sister cause her to run away to Nova Scotiz tao

find cut what has become of her. 8She is helped by a
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young wman when her money is stolen, and dces join her
sister to stay for a time, Eventually, they both come

home . {(BKFNDR '&9)

Hall, Iymn. The Something-Special Horsa, New York:

Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1585,

En animal-loving boy defies his father by running
away to save z horse from being killed for meat. 3He
encounters problems in his flight, but is able to
cvercome them to discover that the horss is sgtolen and
a reward is offered. (BKFNDR ‘89)

Halliman, Ruth. Breskawszy. Philadelphia, Pa: The
Westminster Press 1981.

An overprotective mother, botk domineering and
dependent, keeps a Lesnage boy from accepting his
hearing loss and getting on with his life. The boy’s
determined girlfriend, a sympathetic landlady, and
Rok's own will to recover help him learn the skills he
needs toe cope puccessfully with his disabhility, Ne
judgment is made on Rob and Kate’s decision to run
away, but the successful ocutcome could be read z2s an
endorgement. (BKFNDR ’B5)

Harris, Marilyn, Tke Runaway’'s Diarv. New ¥York: Four

Winds, 1871,
Because her parents constantly fight, fifteen-
year-cld Cat Toven decides to run away hoping to

establish "a sense of identity." she fills her



Fawards 46

backpack, takes about forty dollars, and begins
hitehhlking. She comes into contact with many
different kinds of pecple, including an escapee from a
mental institution whoa nurgsg her back to health in &
cave. Some of the time she camps, sometimes stays
without helpfnl gtrangers, and sometimes gats a job and
supports herself. She decides to go home to face her
parents and make the best of their arguments and plans
for a divoree. But on her way home, Cat is struck by a
car while hitehhiking and dies two days later of
massive head injuries. This book is written as a
diary. (BEFNDR " 77)

Hill, Margaret, Turn the Page, Wendy. WNaghville, TN:
Abingdon Prass, 1981,

Abandoned by her parents, left with abusive [oster
parents, Wendy 1s a girl of impulsive actions and
repressed emotions. She runs away from an institution
and a [ruitless search for birth mother leads to her
discovery that sha has herself abandoned people who
¢are about her. Wendy learns that she need not always
be rootless: sghe can make her own roots. (BEFNDR fas)

Holman, Felice. 8lake’s Limbo, New York: Macmillan, 1974.

Blake iz a contemporary, urban child living in a
dyslunctional home. His primary care-giver, an aunt,
doesn’t bothar with him. He eats whatever he can Cind

in the refrigerator (never encugh) and wears the same
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clothes becauss he has no others (none warm encugh) .
Tn ghort, there is no one at home to care for him o
about him,

At school and in the neighborhood he zlao has
problems. He can’t fit into a gang, and he is
tormented and often beaten by his pears. His teachexr
has no patience with him, and in fact, mcems Lo dislike
him outright.

One day he runs into the subway to ascape soms
bullying boys. This ian’L unusual for Slake, who often
egcapas from his meost pressing problems by riding
subways back and forth for hours, He keeps a token in
his pocket Ffor just such emergencies., What is unusual
i@ that this time Slake stays underground for four
months,

Elaka learns a hard truth, but it is more awaet
than bitter. The Lruth he learns 1s net that survival
is difficult. For Slake, survival has only been under
conditions of the mosat degrading and inhumana
cireumstances. The sweet truth is that he can survive
by his own choices and by his own hard wark.

Secret Qitv, T7.8.A. New York: cCharles Scribnar'sg
Sons, 1930,

Benno offten finds himself running away from his

crowded apartment in a city ghetto. TTaually he only

goas Lo the roof of his apartment building, but atter
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his grandfather dles, Benno finds the roof is not far
ancugh.

On a walk with hig friend, Moon, Benno discovers =
no-man’s-land part of the city. PBuildings are not just
decrepit but generally fragmentary and uninhabitable,
except by a pack of wild dogs. Moon is frightened, but
Benno is drawn to a place se quiet and pesaceful.
Eventually they find an intact house which must have
been some rich person’s stately home. They creep in to
investigate.

after a few more visits, Renno begins to work on
making the house a livable haven. Moon, swept along by
Benno’s vision, contributes ideas as do the other
Street kids and runaways who are gradually drawn into
this "home mzking."®

In his "flight" from hig overcrowded home, Benno
learns much sbout himself, leadership, and trust. He
has been able to obtain Lhe equipment he needs to
survive in this new environment by scrounging, trash
hunting, and the trusting, albeit unknowing help of
Moon‘s uncle.

Irene. The Everlasting Hills. New York: Charles
Scribner‘s Sons, 1985,

A mentally disabled boy with a great capacity for

affection and growth is helped (after running away) by

a kind old man to be reconciled with his bitter,
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uncaring father in this richly textured story.
{(BKFNDRS “89)

Konigsburg, E. L. From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basgil E.

Frankweiler. New York: Atheneum, 1985. Newberry
Award

Claudia Kincaid’'s reasons for running away may
seem specious to an adult reader. She initially runs
away because her household chores seem to her unfair
{her three younger brothers appear to have no household
chores}, and odious (she has to empty all the
wastebaskets on Saturdays) .

Her escape ig planned most carefully, with an eye
to as many details as she can antlcipate, and she does
have a destination, the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
After she and her oldest brother, (she has no money and
he has sc she invites him along) run away, however, she
begins te faal that the most important thing that
should result from her flight is not necessarily
attention for unfair conditions at home, but that she
change in some, not necessarily visible, way.

The way she chooses, is to become involved in
solving the mysterious origins of a beautiful statue.
When she scolves the mystery this inner change is
accomplished and her gelf-confidence, which had been
beaten at home, is bolstered.

Kropp, Paul Stephan., Take Off. 8t. Paul, MN: EMC
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Publishing, 198#,

A young man e¥perienced in the pitfalls of running
away searves as mentor for a ﬁmunger friend in this
colorful and appealing first person story. It should
be neoted that although Dan and Jimmy encounter all the
¢lasgic dangers they escape virtually unscathed.
(BKFNDR ‘89)

Lasky, Kathryn., Pageant. New York: Four Winds, 1986,

Thizs book is set in the carly 1960's. Sarah
Benjamin runs away from a stuffy rule-ridden,
exclusive, girls’ school,

Little thought is inveolvad in her flight, although
she gdoes think Lo "cover her tracks," She vaguely
plans to go to an older eister living in New York City.
When she arrives at her sister’s, she finds she can't
gtay thare because her sister has a live-in boyfriend.
S8arah’s second choice (an aunt living in New York City}
iz also not feasible because the aunt 1s traveling in
Etirope.

When eventually her parents find her (with her
third choice, a friend), she decides she can’t go back
to school, s8¢ she stays in New York with her aunt. She
plans Lo finish school and do a stint in the Paaca
Corps. (JrPLTS)

MacPherson, Margaret MoTwean, The Rough Road. Wew York:

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1965,
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Thirteen-year-old Jim Smith lives with his foster
parents on the Isle of Skye in the 1930s. The boy is
very unhappy. Hie [oster parents forbid any type of
pleasurable activity, and they beat him for every
infraction of thelr very strict rules. After they beat
him for skipping gchool, Jim runs away to a friend's
house. His foster mother accuses Jim of using physical
violence against her, and the friend turns him in. &
Jjudge decides to place the hoy in a new foster home.

MaGraw, Rloise Jarvis. Hideaway. New York: Atheneum,
18B83.

A neglected, runaway boy and a girl who's lived in
many [oster homes learn from each other to Crust octher
people to give them a chance. Chapters altarnate
viawpaints, allowing the reader to shara babh Jerry's
and Harma's pergpectives. (BKFNDR ‘89)

Mendonca, Susan. Tough Choicas, New York: The Dial Press,

1980.

A young teenagar caughl in a custody battle
struggles to make the right cheoices in a world of
conflicting loyalties. She runs away from her father
arcd his new family because she believes she is causing
too much trouble, (BKFNDR ‘85)

Morgenroth, Barbara. Tramps Lika Usa. WNew York: Atheneum,

1979.

In this firat-pereon elory of reb=llion and self-
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discovery, many readers will recognize the familiar
confrontations between teenagers and authority figures,
Daryl and Vanessa run away when their friendship is
forbidden. (BKFNDR ‘85)}

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Making It Happen, New York:
Grosset & Dunlap, 1970,

John Jacobs and M. L. Gifford are very clever at
organizing protest in their school! against educaticnal
curricula. When they are seen turning in a fire alarm
and are consequently expelled from school for the rest
of the week, they decide teo run away. They gather
supplies at John’s house and they hide in the garage
loft of a blind man that Lee know. They remain there
for five days until Lee‘’s older brother Paul finds them
and talks them into going home. The boys bagin to
realize that knowing how to make a disturbance is not
ag important as knowing why you are protesting
gomathing. (BXFNDR *77)

Paterson, Katherine, The Great Gilly Hopkins. New York:
Crowell, 1973.

Though bright and fiercely independent, Gilly
realizes too late that her compulsion to be with her
natural mother made her overlook the real lewve in her
foster home (from which she flees) with Trotter, Mr.
Robinsgon, and William Ernest. (RLHR)

Fetersen, Petar James., The Boll Weevil Express. New York:
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Delaccurt Press, 1983.

A farm boy who runs away with a delinguent friend
and the friend's sister finds that there are worse
things than coming to terms with his strict father.
{BEFNDR ‘89)

Pfeffer, Susan., The Year Without Michael. New York:

Bantarm, 1a87

This i8 a runaway story from the point of view of

the family left behind.

Renvolze, Jean. A Wild Thing. Besten: Little, EBrown and

Company, 1870.

Thisg is a haunting stery about a girl who feels
rejected and unloved almost all of her life. Tt
desceribes her thoughts and emcticns as she spends more
than six months alone on a wild moer. Morag believeg
that her independence will make her happy but she comes
to realize that she can never be totally self-reliant.
Her encounter with Arthur helps her recognize her need
for human companionship - a need she hopes to satisfy
with her coming baby. Her death comes as a shock to
the reader. (BKFNDR ‘77)

Rich, Louise Dickinson. 3Star Tsland Bev. Danbury, C00O:

Franklin Watte, Inc., 1958.
Larry deals with emcticnal pain by trving to avoid
situations that might cause it. He develops a cynical

attitude which causes him te distrust those around him.
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Larry’sldesire to be neaded and his jealousy aver a
threat to his new-found securily cause him to run away,
Ha btecomes lost in a terrible fog in the rowboat he hnas
taken to rafurn to the mainland. He is resoued by his
foster father, who tells Larrv that he has become an
islander and will live permanently with the Chandlarsz
{BEFNDR “77)

Rylant, Cynthia. A Fine White Rust. HNew York: Bradbury,

1986.

A thirteen-year-boy with religicuz proclivities
against all odds (non- church-going-parents and an
athaige best friend) is zaved by the charismatic,
ravival germons of an itinerant preachar,

After meating and talking to the preachar a faw
times during the day in town, the boy decides he has
been called by Cod to travel with che minister and
Lecome a preacher too. The "Preacher Man® encourazges
Pete in this idea because he's lonely in hig travels
and believes having a young disciple will help.

Pete packs and goes after the lasc night of the
revival to wait for the preacher at tha gas station.
The preacher never comes, and Pete later finds oult he
Lag left town with the waitress from the drug store
lunch counter (who returns three waaks later refusing
to discuas her adventure) .

Pete has a definite plan Lor running away, and
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although his destipation is not definite, the actiorn is
well thaught-out. He takes with him one bag filled
with clothas and a family photo. Although Pete does
noct vet know if ha hag the skills which will enable
survival, it 13 not vital since he will have an adulc
companion to =arn monay while he explorzs the
"preacher” part of his personality,

Pete’'s growth is traumatic and painful even though
he never actually leaves (own, It is not the hard
truths of the strezstsz that Pate learns, but the
congegquence of trusting the wrong person for the wrong
raasons,

Zamuels, Gertrude, Run, Shellv, Fun! New York: HNew
fmerican Library, 1975,

Shelly’s life is characterized by running.
Initially she flees from foster hemes, only to be
negiected DY her alcoholic mother. 8ent o a detenticn
center, she flees to escape the brutality of the other
inmates. &helly iz marcilessly entangled in the
buraaucracy of the juvenile justica system uncil she
escapes the vicicus cycle with the help of a humana
Judge. Psychologically, howewver, Shelly does not gain
the Ireedom che so desperately desires until she
dacidas not Lo return to her mother, but to huild a
life on her own strength and will. (RLHR)

Shortwell, Louisa Rosgiter. Adam Bookoui. New York:
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Viking Press, 1967.

Adam avoids accepting the deaths of his parents by
pretending they are still alive, In his grief, he runs
away from well-meaning guardians, When he reaches his
destination and meets a numbar of people from different
backgrounds, he realizes that he is not the only one
with problems. He learns, too, that problems never are

left behind when people run away. (BKFNDR *77)

Somerlictt, Robert. Blzze. New York: The Viking Press,

1931,

David has besen living with his aunt and uncle in
California since his parents died a year earlier. He
is well cared for, but receives little affection. A
brief visit from his grandfather gives David the
opportunity to run away. A boy, his grandfather, and a
dog, all starved for affection, help each other create
a loving home together., (BKFNDR ‘B85)}

Sparyy, Armstrong. fall It Courage, New York: Mzcmiilan,

1940. Newberry Award Winner

Mafatu runs away in a mement of degperation
because he can no longer endure his life. He‘s heid in
little regard and is openly mocked by hig peers because
he's afraid of the sea. The fact that the cause of
this fear has an understandable basis doesn’t matter to
pecple who live on an island and survive by f£ishing.

Mafatu has no plan and nc destination in mind, but
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his very first act in running away is the bkeginning of
nig testing, since the only escape fromn the island is
in a canoe gver the open sea.

Ee washes up on a deserted island, and his
surviving the journey gives him the courage to begin
the chores which wiil insure his survival. These
choreg are accomplished using the game skills the
pecple on his home island would use to survive, so in
this case the protagonist does have the skills
necessary for survival., What Mafatu learns is that
"couragecus" and "fearlaess" are not necessarily
synonymous. He learns that real ¢ourage is not the
absence of fear, but fear faced and ovarcome.

Spinelli, Jerry. Maniac Magee, New York: Scholastic,

inc., 1950. Newberry Award Winner

Jefirey Magee is orphaned at the age of three and
gent to live with an aunt and uacle. although very
kind to him, the aunt and uncle never speak to each
other, a situation Jeffray cannot tolerate. At age
eléeven, he runs screaming from a school concert. He
has certainly wmade no plans and carries nothing with
him.

He travels some distance alone back to the
Panngylvania town he lived in with his parents., He
takes up residence in a buffalo shed at the zoo. His

skills for survival are not geverely tested because he
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finds a family to love him almost imm=diately eon his
raturn to hig hometown {and a black Tamily at that).

While 1t cannot really be said that Jaffrey does a
lot of growing during this story, those around him
definitely do. Hs amarges as the hero in bringing
together a racially dividad town,

Thompscn, Faul. The Hitchhikers. Danbury, ¢T: Franklin
Watts, Tna., 1980,

Two lonely teanagers meet while hitchhiking to
California in ssarch of love, Shawn from his father and
Val from the father of her unbeorn ¢hild, Both find
what they are looking for, but the congedquences are not
happy 20 they begin hitchhiking again. (BEFNDR ‘&5)

Twain, Mark. The Adveptures of Hugkleberry Finn {Tom

Sawvexr’'s Comradsa). New York: Harper, 1523.

This claessic runaway talc resemblasg, in some ways,

teday’a runaways. Huck Finn runzs from an algoholic and
abusive father who has removed him from kiz foster
home. He takes with him everything he will nsed to
survive for an extended periocd (a sagck of cornmeal,
coftfes, sugar, bacon, and other sundries), plus various
skills (building a fire, catching and cooking fish, and
helping himself to other necesaities) that will help
him. e decides he will run not back to tha rastrainbks

cf the foster howa - but to freedom.
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Very aearly in his journey, he crosses paths with
Jim, a slave who le running away from Buck's foster
heme too, and Huck and Jim decide to fle= together.
[Huck grows a great deal during his [light with
Tim, espacially in coming to texms with his own

bigotry.

---. The Adventuras of Tom Sawvef. New York: The Heritage
Press, 1836.

Although Tom Sawyer doss grow, running away ic
oilly cene of the incidents that brings about his growth.
This iz the cuintessential tale of running awzy as a
Icrm of adventure.

Tom and some of hisz friands decide Lo become
pirates so they "borrow" a skiff and row ta an ieland
in the Missisaippi River. While they wait for ships to
come by that they can plunder, they settle down to
fishing and planning what to do with the loot. They
take nothing with them, but they have zkills enough to
enable them Lo survive until their firzt guarry passeas
the island. It i2 a warm and humorous picturs of
youibhful indolence and the eventual homasicknaess which

drives the boya homa,
walsh, Jill Paton. Firawaad, New York: Avon, 1972.
In London, during the blitz of 1940, & fifteen-
year-cld runawsy who calls himself Bill maats Julie,

another runaway. They casgt their lot together and are
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g0 jubilant about being on their own that their
Friendship ie a happy one, nearly untouched by the grim
details of war sround them. To escape datection, they
move into a bhombsd-out ce=llar, where Julia ig buried
alive in fallen rubble, &he survives, and Bill Tinally
gees her rcounited with her [amily. He realizes that
their special feeling for one another, born of crisis,
must inevitably end., (RLHR)

Wier, Ester Albexti. The Tomg Year, New York: David McKay

Co., 19569,

The boy irn this novel tries to preserve things as
they are. Pailing to understand tha changes in himself
and those ha geeg in his father, he rebels and runs
away. Through his awpariences with a wolf he begins to
understand his father and teo accept change as
inevitable,

Wolitzer, Hilma. Wish You Were Here. New York: Farrar,
Straus & Giroux, 1884,

A boy resolves his confused feelings about his
[ather’s death and his mother’s imminent remarriagea.
When hig determined plan to run away to his grandfather
backfires, Bernie finds in himself a maturity and

akility to cope he didn’'t know he had, (BEFHDE 89}
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CHAPTER 4
CONCLUSTONS

The most common and pervasive cause for running away in
real life is sbuse. These children are trying to save
themselves. "They hit the road because... any life loocks
better than the life they lead at home.n"®

While it iz true that real life runaways and fiectiomnal
runaways flee for some of the same reasons (most cbvicusly
lack of communication in the family), fictional runaways
have two main causes of flight. They want to prove
themselves and/or have an adventure, or they need to gain
recognition of and attention for, home situations they
perceive as intolerable. These home situations are rarely
portrayed as abusive except in a veiled or auphewmistic way.

In real life, youngsters often plan their flight, think
about it, for many months before doing it. The immediate
plans may inveolve making arrangaments teo stay with a friend,
or acguiring as much money as possible before departure,
deciding what items to take, and choosing a final
destination. Long range plans may inveolve getting a job,
finighing school, even going to collega. Some real
runaways’ plans involve helping others like themselves,.
Some plan to get "discovered" and be big stars. But plans
about how such goals are to be reached are vague, and
quickly get lost in the struggle just to survive on the

streets.
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In fiction, somae protagoniste plan for their fiight,
buwt many alsc run after contemplabing this action oniy

briafly. In novels, planning szems to depend on the needs

of the plet, more Lhan anything else.

in real life, planning seems Lo make no difference.

The pitfalls and dangers are there for all runaways, and few
seem able to avoid them no matter how much planning is done
before flight. BEvan when children know something about
Lhese dangers, they xun. Parhaps they feel forcarmed rathar
than frightened by what they see on TV and in movies about
1ife on the streets.

In young adult literatures, planning secems ta have legg
of an effect on the survival of runawayve than luck, the
"kKindness cf strangers," and previcusly unknown strengths.
Exgepl in specific cases {like My 8Side of the Mountain},
fictiona! runaways seem often to flee spontanacusly,

Many real life runaways believe they have skills which
will help them survive. Soms believe they have tzlento
which will make them big stars. Many belicve thay have
"etreet-smarts" or extremaly good persuasive gkills which
will help them get whatever thevy want, and which will defend
theam from The dangers of the strect. The fact i8 that many
have ".. nobthing to exchange for food, schelter, and
clothing, but their hodies."® It is not likely that
business people would hira underage employess even if they

did have skills without proper identification and parental
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permission te work,

These children {(one half or more from dysfunctional
homes) are trapped into an ungpeakable lifestyle of
prostitution, drug abuse and dealing, and stealing to
provigde for life’s barest necessities. Many are also in
desperate need for approval and a sense of belonging, which
pimps and cthers who prey on them Seem to provide, at least
at firsi,

In fietion, survival seems to depend more on the
runaways'’ previously undiscovered intermal resocurces, scne
latent spiritual strength. Most fictional runaways smerge
Lrom their experience with eges intact, and physically and
emotionally stronger.

In runaway stories which are historical or have a
primitive setting, the successful possess the necessary
skills for survival, because such skills are endemic, and
necassary for everyday life for everyone.

It iz very rare Lo [ind instances of growth or success
of any kind in stories of real life runaways. Many of these
children have virtually no self-esteem or spiritual strength
when they flee. "Family life has prepared tham to become a
parbicuelar kind of victim in a particular subculturs."?
Once they hit the streets the things they have to do to
gurvive quickly drain them of all inner rezources and leave
them spiritually barkrupt. They are simply physical shells

which have only physical needs, The secondary needs for
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acceptance, love, and intellactual challenge become too
bruised and stunted to accept fulfillment, aven if such
fulfiliment were offarad, It is hard to imagine the
possibility that any of thesa children survive at all, much
lesgs emerge with any degree of paychological wholeness from
life on the zsLreets.

Most ficticnal runaways grow in spirit and confidance.
The confidence bringa aboul a growth in self-esteem which in
turn facilitates survival and enables the protagonist to
face painful truths and make hard decisions about the
future. Fictional runaways who return homa (be it natural
or foster) do 20 disillusicned but wiser, aad with 2 new
will toward compromise and cowmmunication.

Although more recently written voung adult novels make
an attempt to describe more realistically a runaway's life,
most stop just short of showing the real degradation,
sgualor, and apiritual emptiness of a real runaway’s iife.

Young adult books about runaways in general leave the
raadar with the feeling that anything can happen: that
runaways can triumph ovaer Lhe pain and lack of self-ecteenm,
and bring success out of the distress and misery of their
lives. It makes for great reading, it’'s uplifting and

mobtivational, but it is not realistic.
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