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Daniel A. Ricketti and Ernest M
Cooper I\/Iedlcal School of Rowan University

Prior to and during the American Revolution Dr. Benjamin Rush
held prominent political and military position, but politically was
ostracized after the defeat of the British. This research set out to
examine why Dr. Benjamin Rush did not hold 'important political
positions in the newly formed federal government after the
Revolutionary War. Considering Dr. Rush’s progressive social and
medical views, this essay will examine why Dr. Rush might have
influenced the United States to be a different country than it is
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‘“laWyer but was later convinced to pursue medicine. Rush attended
«megmal school in Edinburgh, Scotland Rush went on to have a one”

iL;:_ﬁc>f Il're most prosperous medical practices in Phlladelphla WhICh
A

m., a‘Heowed hrmto de’velope t|es in polrtlcs 3o L ]
e f s

- _'.I. a.-:ﬂ:- -I' mu;ﬂ nllr 5 1 - , T g i . _'L L= o 0y ; !: i I..:"-.

- 3 h . . ; Lo Py il R e = [ & = E

.Iﬁﬁ:--' :— ’ :',"_ L .-::-;F'm "o e o AW A e " e o Valihapthe o p Y ' I o

i3

Lokticat Rise

Rush started his rise to political® prominence. in the early
years of the American Revolution. When the. 1st Continental
Congress met in Philadelphia in 1774 Rush ‘became close
with many of the delegates including John Adams and
George Washington. During the 2nd Continental congress
Rush rekindled his friendships with some of the delegates.
In July 1776 the Pennsylvania Assembly decided to recall
their delegates. Rush was voted as one of the new ,deleéates
just in time to sign the Declaration of Independence.
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Rush’s palitical decline and absence from political influence durlng

America’s early years surely had lasting effects. During the time in * '-"f'""
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