
Rowan University Rowan University 

Rowan Digital Works Rowan Digital Works 

First-Generation Symposium 

Feb 13th, 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

First to Fly: Building First Generation Campus Community From First to Fly: Building First Generation Campus Community From 

the Ground Up the Ground Up 

Claude Taylor 
Monmouth University, ctaylor@monmouth.edu 

Jenna Fleming 
Monmouth University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://rdw.rowan.edu/firstgenerationsymposium 

 Part of the Higher Education Commons 

Let us know how access to this document benefits you - share your thoughts on our feedback 

form. 

Taylor, Claude and Fleming, Jenna, "First to Fly: Building First Generation Campus Community From the 
Ground Up" (2020). First-Generation Symposium. 11. 
https://rdw.rowan.edu/firstgenerationsymposium/2020/feb13/11 

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences, Events, and Symposia at Rowan 
Digital Works. It has been accepted for inclusion in First-Generation Symposium by an authorized administrator of 
Rowan Digital Works. 

https://rdw.rowan.edu/
https://rdw.rowan.edu/firstgenerationsymposium
https://rdw.rowan.edu/firstgenerationsymposium?utm_source=rdw.rowan.edu%2Ffirstgenerationsymposium%2F2020%2Ffeb13%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1245?utm_source=rdw.rowan.edu%2Ffirstgenerationsymposium%2F2020%2Ffeb13%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://www.lib.rowan.edu/rdw-feedback?ref=https://rdw.rowan.edu/firstgenerationsymposium/2020/feb13/11
https://www.lib.rowan.edu/rdw-feedback?ref=https://rdw.rowan.edu/firstgenerationsymposium/2020/feb13/11
https://rdw.rowan.edu/firstgenerationsymposium/2020/feb13/11?utm_source=rdw.rowan.edu%2Ffirstgenerationsymposium%2F2020%2Ffeb13%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


First to Fly
Building First Generation Campus Community 

from the Ground Up

Claude Taylor and Jenna Fleming

Monmouth University

Flying First-First Generation Symposium

February 13, 2020



First to Fly: 
First Generation at Monmouth



Session Agenda 

• Our First to Fly Story

• Our Efforts to Build 
Community

• Graduate Student 
Perspective on First 
Generation Support

• Next Steps… 

• Q&A



First to Fly: First Generation at Monmouth 
represents a set of student-centered 
campus initiatives and programs designed 
to offer academic, social, and personal
support for students at Monmouth who 
identify as first-generation. 

Our First to Fly Story



The central objective of these initiatives is 
to help first-generation students identify, 
develop, and maintain the competencies 
they may need to persist to graduation 
within a community of support. 
First to Fly wants to help first generation 
students thrive at Monmouth, not just 
survive. 

Our First to Fly Story



New Position

•2017 Launch

•Designated point 
person

•Housed in Academic 
Affairs

Research and 
Visibility

•FG Data Analysis

•First Gen Student 
Summit

•Logo/ Mark

Build 
Infrastructure

•Pilot Programs

•Establish Student 
Organization

Expand Campus 
Community 
Involvement

First to Fly Timeline (2017-2020)



Center the First-Generation 
Student Voice and Experience



Celebrate First Generation Identity



Celebrate First Generation Identity



Encourage First Gen Leadership



Make First Gen Inclusion a Priority



Connect to Campus Community



Connect to Campus Community



Graduate Student Perspective
Jenna Fleming First to Fly Graduate Assistant



First to Fly-Next Steps



Question & Answer 



Thank you!
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