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Carnegie Classifications (R3: 2017; R2: 2018)
Rapidly growing enrollment (3,550 increase in 3 years)
FTE Fall 2019 = over 17,000

176 new tenure track faculty hired in five years,
initiative to hire 100 more in next five

Pandemic highlights need for critical source evaluation
& online learning o
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Evaluating Online Sources: A Toolkit Search this Guide Search . )
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EvaluatingOnlineSources

Evaluating Online Evaluating Online Sources: Simple Strategies for Complex Thinking
Sources: Initial Moves

Evaluating Online Sources: The Internet allows people to create and to share information in ways that gt

Simple Strategies for once seemed possible only in science fiction. At the same time that we
Complex Thinking can benefit from the open nature of the Internet, it's sometimes hard to

Gk Ees decide what online information to trust and to use.

We'll offer some simple, evidence-based strategies for evaluating the

St laiica credibility of online sources, as well as reading critically. More specifically,

Evaluati

valuation we’'ll teach you about “lateral reading,” the practice of doing a quick initial
Four Moves of Fact- evaluation of a website by spending little time on the website and more 4 I
Checkers time reading what others say about the source or related issue. Lateral reading is used commonly by fact checkers.
+ One Habit: Checking Your These strategies will help you look beyond less important surface features of a web source (for example, how
Erotions professional it looks or if it's a .org), and think more carefully about who is behind the source, what their purpose is,

and how trustworthy and credible they are.

Why Lateral Reading? . - . . L
On this page we'll introduce you to several lateral reading strategies and concepts. On the guide’s other pages (see

Lateral Reading in Action the navigation menu) we'll share additional source evaluation strategies and learning resources.

Quick Tips

Misinformation on COVID-19: There is a lot of misinformation circulating about COVID-19 and the novel
coronavirus. University of Toronto Libraries offers helpful tips on spotting such information. Many of those strategies
are similar to the broader strategies presented in this guide.

Beyond "Four Moves":
Closer Reading
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Tutorial: Evaluating Online Sources through LR
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Tutorial: Evaluating Online Sources through Lateral Reading (Part 1/2) / About This Tutorial

Tutorial: Evaluating Online Sources through Lateral Reading (Part 1/2) carch this Guids Search

About This Tutorial
About This Module

More Information for
Instructors

Evaluating Online Sources:
Part 1 Introduction

Pre-Activity

An Overview of "Lateral
Reading"

SIFT and Four Moves
Lateral Reading in Practice
Stop/Pause

Investigate/Find trusted
coverage

Trace information back to
the original context

Time to Practice
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About This Module

Title: Evaluating Online Sources through Lateral Reading: An Introduction

Audience: Rowan students, faculty, and staff interested in strengthening their fact-checking and online source
evaluation skills

Purpose: Developing new strategies for evaluating online sources and improving one’s ability to investigate source
credibility in order to recognize credible sources

Learning outcomes:

* Be familiar with the SIFT and “Four Moves” approaches to evaluating online sources.

* Recognize the importance of pausing when you have a strong emotional reaction to an information source in
order to analyze sources more critically.

* Apply the SIFT and “Four Moves” approaches to completing an initial evaluation of a web source’s credibility.

Prerequisites: none
Suggested time: 30-40 minutes

Suggestions for proceeding with module: To protect your device from malware, do not click on links that look
suspicious, and do not download files that you do not recognize!

Suggested search engine: Google
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Scaffolded Instruction

e Scaffolding: Designing learning experiences that help & V>4 ,

i LRI

students continually strengthen their understandings and
abilities through the use or removal of learning supports

e Scaffolding principles:

o Drawing from and building on prior learning

o Modeling processes with examples

o Ongoing opportunities for student practice and reflection, coupled
with instructor feedback
Engaging with material at increasing levels of complexity
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/vpickering/4352600046/in/photolist-7CCdmo-6quMdx-dnqAfP-7ymF1G-2Ax8i-BYAy-TxKAkP-enzDvx-c511t-34KW53-7hf8bT-4GGjYU-QFoyU-8ykFai-9pKeCr-7Hdeoy-CHYY1-4Vi5vi-6oBDuP-pmUrQL-ocP9SY-5TnjBD-2jHYotd-7X6woE-dwetf-jRTHc-6QAAo8-a1aeF-nMCpw-cAYa6C-fg2yt-eP8n8-4NLhJY-eNh1t-diiv69-4xeGsu-q6ktjs-63ps2Q-PycWB-8j394i-5fpntA-5ozGYQ-7PE69w-cNcdx-2fZ5Gmr-2hb1tZi-2eMjYaq-5c4i2C-2k4y7Pa-Lf4Y5v

Our Tutorial Findings

e Firstyear business students (n=141)

e Notable increase in use of lateral reading after
completing tutorial

e When engaging with lateral reading, varying degrees of [ .
“surface” and “depth” analysis

e Common use of ineffective evaluation strategies

e Need for continued practice and guidance with critical
source analysis
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/ljsilver71/37345231901/in/photolist-YU55mD-2id2yqL-2iAGeU5-ZK3wNG-bzhKr8-5B1ENX-Jepw86-JeptoZ-JepvaK-Ji11Yb-LJnNdD-Jc9JZw-23dswyy-JGWLt-Jm2ADX-24FMV-7Jy9P-AaQRwp-267Lpqj-f2LdRK-ShytpJ-Xs21AL-oHY7uW-auDcWk-wFRLsq-2gU1hs4-2hnR7YK-Lghkq9-2joatiW-LhnGto-yWykRD-ad7VGz-PXoAeJ-f2LeHB-2gZ8hDN-6r248C-7hArkg-2dVBbvM-2Hsayh-JjsgT6-3zJwmW-JjsgVF-2HnTTx-2fvfz9i-2jL6qwq-2ejLZof-rKmu6Y-2jCivTW-2iM53aR-2iV9G5P

Pre-Test: Challenges Distinguishing a
Reputable Source from a Hate Site

Please briefly evaluate the credibility of the following two sources.
Then rate each source's credibility on a scale of 1-4 (with 1 being
the not all credible and 4 highly credible). Please briefly describe
your process of evaluating the sources.

American College of Pediatricians American Academy of Pediatrics Evaluations

Evaluations 1 (not at all cr...
2.9%
2 (mostly not c...
8.1%

2 (mostly not cre... >
7.8%

4 (highly credi...
3 (mostly credible) 51.5%

34.0%

4 (highly credible) 3 (mostly credi...
56.7% 37.5%




Final Activity: Evaluating Minimumwage.com

Based on a scale of 1 (not at all credible) to 4 (highly credible),
how trustworthy is Minimumwage.com? Explain your reasoning.
How did you decide how trustworthy MinimumWage.com is?
What evidence supports your assessment?

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA

o : Minimum Wage ALLSTATES  MINIMUM WAGE 101 RESEARCH  BLOG  ABOUT DS
Minimumwage.com Evaluations e

) ) What is the minimum wage?
4 (hlghly Credl' * *  The mini wage is the starting hourly wage an employer can

2 2 4 O//Q pay an employee for work. Currently, the federal minimum wage
: is$7.25an f the Fair Labor Standards Act). Some

1 (notatallcr...
25.2%

ed their minimum wage higher than
that. In most instances, the higher of the prevailing minimum

2 (mostly not c...
12.6%

This Small Rusiness Saturdav.

3 (mostly credi...
39.9%



https://www.minimumwage.com/

Next Steps

e Further analysis of data

e Developing two follow-up tutorials
o 2:Lateral Reading + Critical Source Analysis
o 3: Perspective & Bias

e (Continued outreach to faculty and librarians to
adopt our tutorials
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/intherough/3569470767/in/photolist-6rqtir-TmbcFQ-22PtUtU-5rTLh5-2hDuwvF-saF4LX-4HSxb3-2igqNvQ-23iJxeh-2i3DTej-RhJYuj-5CeD1U-T6t7CT-aGuqi4-5ibwMR-PM1LFd-2hSmZsK-4L9c5F-XZTvPi-5nT8mL-aGp72z-2hTA6La-aG9PMD-2g9Wjp2-aG9NwR-8YDdBv-aGpJJk-awufJk-aGp8sM-aGpaXB-y2FSJs-aGpKUg-aGpE1B-k7Rczk-aG9P3r-k7T5e5-aGrrbz-aGpHG4-aGpPSk-aGpMZz-2jRLTQX-5rPpLR-G3ijcz-JkBieq-LE8xmw-2i3DNxF-2efTsAr-aGutcp-g9F5M-2ibu6Bi

Questions

Andrea Baer, PhD
baera@rowan.edu

Dan Kipnis, MSI

Slides available at:
https://rdw.rowan.edu/lib scholarship/27/
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