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Rowan University 

● Carnegie Classifications (R3: 2017; R2: 2018)

● Rapidly growing enrollment (3,550 increase in 3 years)

● FTE Fall 2019 = over 17,000

● 176 new tenure track faculty hired in five years, 
initiative to hire 100 more in next five

● Pandemic highlights need for critical source evaluation 
& online learning 



Online Toolkit: Evaluating Online Sources

https://libguides.rowan.edu/
EvaluatingOnlineSources

https://libguides.rowan.edu/EvaluatingOnlineSources
https://libguides.rowan.edu/EvaluatingOnlineSources


Tutorial: Evaluating Online Sources through LR

https://libguides.rowan.edu/t
utorial-evaluatingonlinesourc
es1

https://libguides.rowan.edu/tutorial-evaluatingonlinesources1
https://libguides.rowan.edu/tutorial-evaluatingonlinesources1
https://libguides.rowan.edu/tutorial-evaluatingonlinesources1


Scaffolded Instruction
● Scaffolding: Designing learning experiences that help 

students continually strengthen their understandings and 
abilities through the use or removal of learning supports

● Scaffolding principles: 

○ Drawing from and building on prior learning
○ Modeling processes with examples
○ Ongoing opportunities for student practice and reflection, coupled 

with instructor feedback
○ Engaging with material at increasing levels of complexity

https://www.flickr.com/photos/vpickering/4352600046/in/photolist-7CCdmo-6quMdx-dnqAfP-7ymF1G-2Ax8i-BYAy-TxKAkP-enzDvx-c511t-34KW53-7hf8bT-4GGjYU-QFoyU-8ykFai-9pKeCr-7Hdeoy-CHYY1-4Vi5vi-6oBDuP-pmUrQL-ocP9SY-5TnjBD-2jHYotd-7X6woE-dwetf-jRTHc-6QAAo8-a1aeF-nMCpw-cAYa6C-fg2yt-eP8n8-4NLhJY-eNh1t-diiv69-4xeGsu-q6ktjs-63ps2Q-PycWB-8j394i-5fpntA-5ozGYQ-7PE69w-cNcdx-2fZ5Gmr-2hb1tZi-2eMjYaq-5c4i2C-2k4y7Pa-Lf4Y5v


Our Tutorial Findings 
● First year business students (n=141)

● Notable increase in use of lateral reading after 
completing tutorial 

● When engaging with lateral reading, varying degrees of 
“surface” and “depth” analysis 

● Common use of ineffective evaluation strategies

● Need for continued practice and guidance with critical 
source analysis

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ljsilver71/37345231901/in/photolist-YU55mD-2id2yqL-2iAGeU5-ZK3wNG-bzhKr8-5B1ENX-Jepw86-JeptoZ-JepvaK-Ji11Yb-LJnNdD-Jc9JZw-23dswyy-JGWLt-Jm2ADX-24FMV-7Jy9P-AaQRwp-267Lpqj-f2LdRK-ShytpJ-Xs21AL-oHY7uW-auDcWk-wFRLsq-2gU1hs4-2hnR7YK-Lghkq9-2joatiW-LhnGto-yWykRD-ad7VGz-PXoAeJ-f2LeHB-2gZ8hDN-6r248C-7hArkg-2dVBbvM-2Hsayh-JjsgT6-3zJwmW-JjsgVF-2HnTTx-2fvfz9i-2jL6qwq-2ejLZof-rKmu6Y-2jCivTW-2iM53aR-2iV9G5P


Pre-Test: Challenges Distinguishing a 
Reputable Source from a Hate Site

Please briefly evaluate the credibility of the following two sources. 
Then rate each source's credibility on a scale of 1-4 (with 1 being 
the not all credible and 4 highly credible). Please briefly describe 
your process of evaluating the sources.



Final Activity: Evaluating Minimumwage.com
Based on a scale of 1 (not at all credible) to 4 (highly credible), 

how trustworthy is Minimumwage.com? Explain your reasoning.  

How did you decide how trustworthy MinimumWage.com is? 

What evidence supports your assessment? 

https://www.minimumwage.com/


Next Steps 

● Further analysis of data 

● Developing two follow-up tutorials 
○ 2: Lateral Reading + Critical Source Analysis
○ 3: Perspective & Bias

● Continued outreach to faculty and librarians to 
adopt our tutorials

https://www.flickr.com/photos/intherough/3569470767/in/photolist-6rqtir-TmbcFQ-22PtUtU-5rTLh5-2hDuwvF-saF4LX-4HSxb3-2igqNvQ-23iJxeh-2i3DTej-RhJYuj-5CeD1U-T6t7CT-aGuqi4-5ibwMR-PM1LFd-2hSmZsK-4L9c5F-XZTvPi-5nT8mL-aGp72z-2hTA6La-aG9PMD-2g9Wjp2-aG9NwR-8YDdBv-aGpJJk-awufJk-aGp8sM-aGpaXB-y2FSJs-aGpKUg-aGpE1B-k7Rczk-aG9P3r-k7T5e5-aGrrbz-aGpHG4-aGpPSk-aGpMZz-2jRLTQX-5rPpLR-G3ijcz-JkBieq-LE8xmw-2i3DNxF-2efTsAr-aGutcp-g9F5M-2ibu6Bi


Questions 

Andrea Baer, PhD
baera@rowan.edu

Dan Kipnis, MSI
kipnisd@rowan.edu
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