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Poll 
• What best describes your teaching 

context? 

• Are you familiar with lateral reading 
as an approach to online source 
evaluation? 

"Polling station" by RachelH_ is 
licensed under CC BY 2.0.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/7295874@N03/17381341296
https://www.flickr.com/photos/7295874@N03
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=openverse


Information Literacy in an Interconnected World 

"Spider's Web" by kndynt2099
is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/14612880@N05/15124914180
https://www.flickr.com/photos/14612880@N05
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/?ref=openverse&atype=rich


Your Teaching Experiences 
• If you teach lateral reading, please feel free to share in the chat how you 

teach it or what your experience with it has been? 



Lateral Reading  
• Lateral reading: When evaluating a website credibility moving off the 

page to see what others have said about it. 

• Our work draws from:
• Stanford History Education Group (e.g., Civic Online Reasoning

curriculum)
• Mike Caulfield (e.g., Web Literacy for Student Fact Checkers)

https://cor.stanford.edu/
https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/


Click Restraint
• Click Restraint: The practice of scanning all search results from an 

Internet search before deciding which links to follow

• Video “How to Find Better Information Online: Click Restraint” (2:19) 
(SHEG)

"Slow Traffic" by moonjazz is 
marked with Public Domain 
Mark 1.0.

https://youtu.be/gbPEiCGxVVY
https://www.flickr.com/photos/8398907@N02/9024881343
https://www.flickr.com/photos/8398907@N02
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/?ref=openverse


SIFT
• Stop/Pause. 

• Investigate the source.

• Find better coverage.

• Trace claims, quotes, and media 
back to the original context.

• From Mike Caulfield's SIFT (Four 
Moves)

Image Credit: "Grand Canyon Archaeology Day 
2013 Sifting for Artifacts 3467" by Grand 
Canyon NPS is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://hapgood.us/2019/06/19/sift-the-four-moves/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/50693818@N08/8591819142
https://www.flickr.com/photos/50693818@N08
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=openverse&atype=rich


Our Efforts at Rowan 
• Evaluating Online Sources: A Toolkit

• Tutorials: 
• Part 1: Evaluating Online Sources Through Lateral Reading: An 

Introduction
• Part 2: Lateral Reading with Critical Source Analysis

• Live public workshop

All have (CC-BY-NC-SA) licenses. (More about Creative Commons licenses.) Please consider linking to our materials.

https://libguides.rowan.edu/EvaluatingOnlineSources
https://libguides.rowan.edu/tutorial-evaluatingonlinesources1
https://libguides.rowan.edu/tutorial-criticalsourceanalysis1
https://rowan.libcal.com/event/9314106
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/


Evaluating Online Sources: A Toolkit

https://libguides.rowan.edu/EvaluatingOnlineSources


Tutorial 1: 
Evaluating Online Sources Through Lateral Reading

https://libguides.rowan.edu/tutorial-evaluatingonlinesources1


Tutorial 2: 
Lateral Reading with Critical Source Analysis

https://libguides.rowan.edu/tutorial-criticalsourceanalysis1


What We’ve Learned
• Students need continued exposure and practice with these strategies

• Unlearning what they have been taught in the past
• (e.g., Wikipedia is bad source, Evaluation Checklist)
• Over-reliance on aesthetics as an indicator of credibility

• The need for this instruction is apparent across all disciplines



Questions & Reflections
Please share:

• any thoughts or questions

• how you might use any of these 
concepts or materials in your teaching

"Question Mark" by Leo Reynolds is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/49968232@N00/13442542235
https://www.flickr.com/photos/49968232@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=openverse
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Thank you!

Andrea Baer, Rowan University, baera@rowan.edu

Dan Kipnis, Rowan University, kipnisd@rowan.edu
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