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POLLING
STATION

"Polling station" by RachelH is
licensed under CC BY 2.0.

- What best describes your teaching
context?

- Are you familiar with lateral reading
as an approach to online source
evaluation?

o



https://www.flickr.com/photos/7295874@N03/17381341296
https://www.flickr.com/photos/7295874@N03
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=openverse

Information Literacy in an Interconnected World

"Spider's Web" by kndynt2099
is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0



https://www.flickr.com/photos/14612880@N05/15124914180
https://www.flickr.com/photos/14612880@N05
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/?ref=openverse&atype=rich

Your Teaching Experiences

- If you teach lateral reading, please feel free to share in the chat how you
teach it or what your experience with it has been?




Lateral Reading

- Lateral reading: When evaluating a website credibility moving off the
page to see what others have said about it.

« Our work draws from:

- Stanford History Education Group (e.g., Civic Online Reasoning
curriculum)

- Mike Caulfield (e.g., Web Literacy for Student Fact Checkers)



https://cor.stanford.edu/
https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/

Click Restraint

- Click Restraint: The practice of scanning all search results from an
Internet search before deciding which links to follow

- Video “How to Find Better Information Online: Click Restraint” (2:19)
(SHEG)

"Slow Traffic" by moonjazz is
marked with Public Domain
Mark 1.0.



https://youtu.be/gbPEiCGxVVY
https://www.flickr.com/photos/8398907@N02/9024881343
https://www.flickr.com/photos/8398907@N02
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/?ref=openverse

SIFT

Stop/Pause.

Investigate the source.

Find better coverage.

Trace claims, quotes, and media
back to the original context.

From Mike Caulfield's SIFT (Four
Moves)

Image Credit: "Grand Canyon Archaeology Day

2013 Sifting for Artifacts 3467" by Grand
Canyon NPS is licensed under CC BY 2.0



https://hapgood.us/2019/06/19/sift-the-four-moves/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/50693818@N08/8591819142
https://www.flickr.com/photos/50693818@N08
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=openverse&atype=rich

Our Efforts at Rowan

« Evaluating Online Sources: A Toolkit

« Tutorials:

« Part 1: Evaluating Online Sources Through Lateral Reading: An
Introduction

« Part 2: Lateral Reading with Critical Source Analysis

 Live public workshop

All have (CC-BY-NC-SA) licenses. (More about Creative Commons licenses.) Please consider linking to our materials.
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Evaluating Online Sources: A Toolkit
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Evaluating Online Sources: A Toolkit

Strategies for evaluating online sources

Evaluating Online Sources: Evaluating Online Sources: Simple Strategies for Complex Thinking
Initial Moves

The Internet allows people to create and to share information in ways that

saluating Online Sources: . . . i .
Evaluating Online Sources once seemed possible only in science fiction. At the same time that we can

Simple Strategies for Complex benefit from the open nature of the Internet, it's sometimes hard to decide

Thinking what online information to trust and to use.

Click Restraint We'll offer some simple, evidence-based strategies for evaluating the
3 credibility of online sources, as well as reading critically. More specifically, we’ll
SIFT: Moves for Web Evaluation y ) . b : : - p " ¥
teach you about “lateral reading,” the practice of doing a quick initial
Four Moves of Fact-Che S evaluation of a website by spending little time on the website and more time
reading what others say about the source or related issue. Lateral reading is
+ One Habit: Checking Your i o
used commonly by fact checkers.
Emotions
These strategies will help you look beyond less important surface features of a web source (for example, how professional it
Why Lateral Reading? looks orifit's a .org), and think more carefully about who is behind the source, what their purpose is, and how trustworthy

Lateral Reading in Action AndcEdiblsdcyare.

«Ti On this page we'll introduce you to several lateral reading strategies and concepts. On the guide’s other pages (see the
ck Tips o , - : : :
[ navigation menu) we’ll share additional source evaluation strategies and learning resources.
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Tutorial 1:
Evaluating Online Sources Through Lateral Reading
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Tutorial: Evaluating Online Sources Through Lateral Reading: An Introduction
(Part 1/2)

Tutorial on evaluating online st ; through "lateral readi

About This Tutorial About This Module

ut This Module Title: Evaluating Online Sources through Lateral Reading: An Introduction

nfon D Description: "Lateral reading” is the practice of doing a quick initial evalu: site yending little time on the
In website itself and more time reading what othe y about the source or re . In this tuts Il learn about

. . and practice evaluating online sources through lateral reading. Thi
Evaluating Online Sour: j : ;

: the tutorial series is Lateral Reading with Critical Source Analysis.
Part 1 Introduction
Prerequisite: none

Audience: Anyone interested in strengthening their fact-checking and online source eva

Purpose: Eva snline soun * the practi oi ick luation o
spending little time on the website i shato tl e or related i

Learning outcomes:
SIFT and Four Moves
= = e familiar with click r A
Lateral Reading in Practice Recognize the importance of pausing when you have a strong emotional reaction to an info tion source in order to
Stop/Pause analyze sources more critically.
» Apply click restraint and SIFT to completing an initial evaluation of a web source’s credibility.

Investigate/Find trusted
coverage Suggested time: 20-40 minutes

Trace information back to Suggestions for proceeding with module: To protect your device from malware, do not clic inks that look suspici
the criginal context and do not download files that you do not recognize!
gi 3y

Time to Practice Suggested search engine: Google

Exercise:
Evaluate Minimumwage.com About the Authors



https://libguides.rowan.edu/tutorial-evaluatingonlinesources1

Tutorial 2:
Lateral Reading with Critical Source Analysis
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Tutorial: Lateral Reading with Critical Source Analysis (Part 1/2)

The second of a two-part tutorial series on evaluating online sources through lateral reading

About This Tutorial About This Tutorial

About This Tutorial Title: Lateral Reading

More Information for Description: This is the part tutori
Instru Sources. Building on the first tutorial, this resource brin

- strat:
Introduction

Prerequisite: Completion of tutorial Evaluat

b o Reading: An Introdu

Exercise
Pre vity Feedback

Bringing Closer Analysis to

Lateral Reading
Learning outcomes:

Critical Questions for Source

Evaluation Review the concept of lateral reading, including the related strat

Remember Click Restraint * Apply the evaluative questions what, who, why, and how to closer s

Closer Evaluation Strategies i * Reflect on how your source evaluation process during this tutorial can be applied t

Practice Suggested time: 20-40 minutes

Closer Evaluation of suggestions for proceeding with module: To prote vice from malware, do not click on links that look suspicious,
Minimumwage.com and do not download files that you do not recognize!

Evaluation Activity: Heartland suggested search engine: Google
Institute



https://libguides.rowan.edu/tutorial-criticalsourceanalysis1

What We’'ve Learned

- Students need continued exposure and practice with these strategies

- Unlearning what they have been taught in the past
. (e.g., Wikipedia is bad source, Evaluation Checklist)
- Over-reliance on aesthetics as an indicator of credibility

- The need for this instruction is apparent across all disciplines




Questions & Reflections

Please share:
- any thoughts or questions

- how you might use any of these
concepts or materials in your teaching

"Question Mark" by Leo Reynolds is

licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/49968232@N00/13442542235
https://www.flickr.com/photos/49968232@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=openverse

Bibliography

« Bull, Alaina C., Margy MacMillan, and Alison J. Head. “Dismantling the Evaluation Framework.”
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, July 21, 2021.
https://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2021/dismantling-evaluation/.

- Breakstone, Joel, Mark Smith, Sam Wineburg, Amie Rapaport, Jill Carle, Marshall Garland, and
Anna Saavedra. “Students’ Civic Online Reasoning: A National Portrait.” Stanford History
Education Group and Gibson Consulting, November 14, 2019.
https://purl.stanford.edu/gf151tb4868

« Caulfield, Mike. “SIFT (The Four Moves).” Hapgood (blog), June 19, 2019.
https://hapgood.us/2019/06/19/sift-the-four-moves/.

- Caulfield, Michael Arthur. Web Literacy for Student Fact-Checkers. Pressbooks, 2017.
https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/.

« McGrew, Sarah, Joel Breakstone, Teresa Ortega, Mark Smith and Sam Wineburg. “Can Students
Evaluate Online Sources?” Learning from Assessments of Civic Online Reasoning. Theory and
Research in Social Education 46 (2018): 165—-193.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00933104.2017.1416320



https://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2021/dismantling-evaluation/
https://purl.stanford.edu/gf151tb4868
https://hapgood.us/2019/06/19/sift-the-four-moves/
https://webliteracy.pressbooks.com/
https://doi.org/10.1080/00933104.2017.1416320

Bibliography (continued)

« McGrew, Sarah, Mark Smith, Joel Breakstone, Teresa Ortega, and Sam Wineburg.
“Improving University Students’ Web Savvy: An Intervention Study.” British Journal of
Educational Psychology 89, no. 3 (2019): 485-500

- Stanford History Education Group. “How to Find Better Information Online: Click Restraint,”
2020. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbPEiCGxVVY.

« Wineburg, Sam, Joel Breakstone, Nadav Ziv, and Mark Smith. "Educating for
Misunderstanding: How Approaches to Teaching Digital Literacy Make Students Susceptible
to Scammers, Rogues, Bad Actors, and Hate Mongers" (Working Paper A-21322, Stanford
History Education Group, Stanford University, Stanford, CA, 2020).
https://purl.stanford.edu/mf412bt5333

- Ziv, N., and E. Bene. “Preparing College Students for a Digital Age: A Survey of Instructional
Approaches to Spotting Misinformation.” College & Research Libraries, Forthcoming 2022.
https://purl.stanford.edu/qgq566ny0539.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbPEiCGxVVY
https://purl.stanford.edu/mf412bt5333
https://purl.stanford.edu/qq566ny0539

Thank you!

Andrea Baer, Rowan University, baera@rowan.edu

Dan Kipnis, Rowan University, kipnisd@rowan.edu

Slides: https://rdw.rowan.edu/lib scholarship/36/
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